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The Bergish territories’ secular dynamic and the Wupper Valley’s
industrial advance suggest an ambiance sociale favoring economic
growth. In this context, the proximity of Cologne assumes con-
siderable importance. Without doubt, it remains one of Cologne’s
main contributions to post-medieval progress that as the region’s
oldest conurbation Cologne had assumed the guardianship over a

civilization which, at the proper historic moment, it generously
diffused throughout the Rhineland.!

Of itself, the Rhine metropolis lacked the requisite flexibility
to adjust to the realignments which the newly emerging, modern
world had imposed upon the international economy. Such a state
of ossification was quite common at the time, afflicting many of the
urban centers boasting an ancient tradition. A diagnosis of the
social malaise is somewhat easily rendered for all pathological

* A large part of this study was written in the pleasant and stimulating atmosphere
of the Institute of Ecopnomic and Social History of the Free University of Berlin
{Professor Wolfram Fischer, director, and Professor Rudolf Braun, co-director), where I
spent the academic year 1967-1968 as a Fulbright lecturer. I also recall with gratitude
the assistance of Professor Richard Tilly {Miinster) in obtaining some of the archival
material cited in this study.

L Beuno Kuske, Die Grandziige der Wirtschaftsentwicklung am Niederrbein vom
Mittelalter bis zur Gegemwart, « Annalen des Historischen Vereins fiir den Niederrheins,
vol. 115 (1929), pp. 4548; WiLH, SCHUMACHER, Untersuchung iiber die Entwicklung
der bergischen Seidenindustrie (Hleidelberg: Rossler and Herbert, 1914), p. 7.
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symptoms point to the inflexibility of a corporate structure. Even
though a resolute minority of burghers relentlessly pressed for
reform, they were unable to dislodge this authority.?

But like Hood waters held back in their regular bed, Cologne’s
progressive elements sought new ways to assert their force, Conse-
quently, they rushed forth over the city walls in order to galvanize
the inhabitants of an unencumbeted countryside to pursue their
aims. The energy thus applied was an amalgam of what proved best
in the industrial tradition of the Middle Ages, revitalized and
purified by the pressure of the reformist groups trying to subvert
an outdated guild system by outflanking it.

The impact of these wholesome influences, flowing from town
into countryside, was most effective where the rural population was
brought face to face with the « rationalism » of an intricate network
of long-distance commerce. This was particularly true in parishes
adjoining the city gates, in villages along the main highways and
those strung along the Rhine. This was due to Cologne’s special
position as important «staple». During the Middle Ages and
throughout much of the early modern period, the Imperial city was
a nodal point for both North-South and East-West trade. Men and
material moved continuously along these main roads leading in and
out of town. As a result, country folk placed in direct contact with
this traffic could not avoid being absorbed in the activities of this
cosmopolitan exchange.’

The parish of Wermelskirchen is typical of this activity.
« Created on the ridge of a Hansa transport artery, leading from
Flanders to Libeck, and adjacent to the Hansa towns of Cologne,
Lennep, Wipperfiirth, Radevormwald, Solingen and... Burg», the
inhabitants of this parish became haulage men as early as the
14th century. « Their wagons », according to one historian, « tra-

2 Err OmerpacH, Das Kolner Textilgewerbe von der Wende des Mittelaliers bis
zum 19. Jabrbundert (Cologne: M. Welzel, 1929), pp. 122 ff,

3 That trade between Cologne and the Berg area was active in the early modern
period has been suggested by R. IsenBURG, Untersuchungen diber die Entwicklung der
bergischen Wollenindustrie (Heidelberg 1906), Diss. Heidelberg University, p. & and
EmERTRUDE voN Ranxe, Kélns binnendentscher Handel im 16, und 17. Jabrhundert,
« Hansische Geschichtsbliitter », vol. 49 (1524), pp. 64-77.
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versed the world... ».* Rather revealingly, in the 15th century some
of the local youths already attended Cologne University.’

Cologne’s demand for foodstuffs and raw materials was another
factor contributing to a profound and widespread transformation
of this region. The change came about by the specific pressures
exerted by metropolitan purchasing power upon peasants who were
drawn into the market economy. This meant that they came to
practice a more specialized type of agriculture, rendering obsolete
such traditional ties to their neighbors as might have thwarted
individual initiative.® Tn short, however primitive, these husband-
men became entrepreneurs. As they became part of the cash nexus,
they helped to accelerate a trend towards the commutation of sei-
gneurial dues into money rents. Thus the feudal bonds which had
been partly eroded in the Rhineland during the Middle Ages were
further weakened. These pressures were never to be reimposed,
thus creating a state of affairs of momentous historic consequence
for the subsequent development of this part of the world.”

Finally, there was the deviant guild member who could not find
the necessary elbow room for industrial or commercial innovations
within his urban habitat. He chafed under the limitations imposed
upon him by the corporate order, and increasingly sought ways to
break out of it. By leaving Cologne, he usually gained his freedom.
This was achieved either of his own volition or by being compelled,
after some altercation with authorities, to try his luck in the

4 Hewmur voN SteN, Die Indusivielle Entwicklung der Stadt Wermelskirchen seit
Anfang des neunzebnten Jabrbunderts (Disseldorf: G.H. Nolte, 153%), p. 1.

5 Idem.

& G. von Giiicy, Geschichiliche Darstellung des Handels, der Gewerbe und des
Ackerbaus der bedmrendsten handel treibenden Staaten unserer Zeit {Jena: Friedrich
Fromman, 1830}, vol. 2, p. 163.

7 The weakening of the feudal order as a result of marke: pressures has been elab-
orated by Francors Louvis GansHor and Aprian VErRHuLsT: « This collective economy
was replaced by a system of agrarian individualism with stock-raising on natural pastures
as the chief resource. This basic change in the system of cultivation, particularly noticeable
in Flanders during the thirteenth century, was without doubt stimulated by a more active
trade in meat, wool, and leather, mainly in the neighborhood of the great cities». Medieval
Agrarian Society in its Prime, « Cambridge Economic History», vol. 1, part 1. The Agrarian
Life of the Middie Ages, edited by M M. Postan {Cambridge: The University Press,
1966), 20d ed,, p. 298,
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countryside. Thus, by moving from the city, he became the pioneer
of rural industry.?

The inflow of men and ideas did not spark automatic growth
in the backwood area. Indeed, success of such a transplantation,
(from ancient civilization to as yet «unindustrialized » territory)
is never a foregone conclusion. It depends primarily upon the con-
gruence of special sets of circumstances. That these conditions were
essentially realized in the Wupper valley must be attributed to its
propitious environment. Specifically, an agrarian structure had
emerged in this area and with it a special setting in which the
dominant peasantry was already poised to move ahead. Accord-
ingly, this peasantry knew how to make the most of exogenous
stimulants.  Cologne’s example of prodding and pressure only
hastened what in effect amounted to an established trend.’

Since this upward surge was conditioned by the agrarian context,
the pattern of rura! evolution assumed special importance. Already
the beginning of colonization augured auspiciously for the area’s
subsequent dynamic because the lords, in whom the Berg lands
were originally vested, lacked the necessary manpower to work their
estates. Therefore, they could only attract colonists by offering
them generous terms of settlement, This meant favorable conditions
with respect to land tenure and serf status for newcomers, These
circumstances were largely instrumental in projecting Berg feudalism
on its characteristically mild and lenient course.” :

This emerging tolerant and liberal relationship between master
and serf generated its own momentum. Especially the irruption of
the cash nexus prompted the advantageously placed peasant to
improve his position still further. Eventually, the local serf became

8 G. von GivicH, Geschichtliche Darstellung des Handels, vol. 2, p. 183.

? For an expert discussion of the Berg agrarian structure, see PrAMzZ STEINBACH,
Beitrdge zur bergischen Agrargeschichte - Rbeinisches Archiv. (Editors, Herman Aubin
and Theodor Frings), {Bonn and Leipzig: Kurt Schroeder, 1922), vol, 1, esp. pp. 55-61.

10 Dr. J.F. Knape, Geschichte, Statistik und Topographie der Stidte Elberfeld und
Barmen im Wupperthale. Mit Bezugnabme auf die Stadt Solingen und einige Stidie des
Kreises Lennep. (Iserlohn and Barmen: Wilk, Langewiesche, 1835), pp. 4344 and Hgg-
MaNN Ringer, Bedingungen der Wirtschaftsentwicklung im Bergischen Lande bis zam
Beginn des 19. Jabrbunderts, (Unpublished dissertation, Cologne University, 1922),
pp. 57, .
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a kind of hereditary tenant and de facto was indistinguishable from
the freeholders who bordered these lordly estates. As a group, the
two categories of tenant and yeoman constituted an élite that was
set apart from the cotters who had to content themselves with a
more modest existence.”

These larger peasants lived on dispersed holdings and practiced
dairy farming, cattle raising and the merchandising of timber. This
diversity was in response to Cologne’s massive demand for food
and raw materials.”” Thus the nature of their social existence set
the stage for the Berg husbandmen to develop a2 sense of rugged
independence.” In turn, these traits intensified and broadened their
entrepreneurial instincts. Soon, the emerging « Kulaks » were to
raise their sights beyond the agrarian sector. In this way, they
hoped to make the most of the opportunities that arose from
an inter-regional trade (mostly linen), that passed through the
area.™

Before long, the Wupper valley merchant-cultivators were called
upon to prove themselves capable of facing risks — a challenge
inherent in international business. Beginning with the 15th century,
the dominant trade pattern was in the midst of change. Until then,
most of the manufactured linen had been shipped from South
German cities via Cologne to the Netherlands and from there to
Spain. In the future, this network was to be replaced by a new

1 In. and Dr. Gerr von Eynern, Die Unterncbumungen der Familie von Rath
{Bonn: Kurt Schroeder, 1930), pp. 4-5.

12 ¢ Arable conditions », writes no less an authority than Joan Tuirsk, « did not
usually give warm hospitality to domesidc crafts.., », see Chapter 1, The Farming Regions .
of England, in « The Agrarian History of England and Wales », vol. IV, editor H.P. R.
Finberg, vol. IV {Cambridge: The University Press, 1967), p. 45. As regards the Wupper
valley scene, see H. F. Macco, Geschichte der Familie Wuppermann (Betlin: n. p., 1911},
p. 3 and Jou. Vikror Brevr, Studien zur Rechisgeschichte von Barmen, « Zeitschrift des
Bergischen Geschichtsvereins, vol. 63 (1937), p. 15.

13 See Hemmann Rincer, Bedinmgungen der Wirischaftsentwicklung, pp. 7.9 and
Jouann Viktor BRept, Barmren im 15. Jabrbundert, in the « Monatsschrift des Bergischen
Geschichtsvereins », vol. 6, June 1899, p. 117. .

14 For a general evaluation of the latge city’s demand upon the neighboring agri-
culrure, see L. GansHoF, Medieval Agrarian Society in its Frime, p. 339. Regarding the
agratian and especially « Kulak» origins of Wupper valley bleaching, see the standard
account by Jouann Vikror Beeor, Die Lobnindusirie dargesteelt an der Garn-und Textil-
industrie von Barmen (Betlin: von Bruer, 1905), pp. 14-15 and pp. 20-21.
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relationship in which the Dutch bleachers came to rely on brown
linen that originated in Northern Germany.”

Such secular realignments caused distress among the erstwhile
producers. Cologne was similarly hard-pressed. Having previously
been a strategic transit center in the old exchange, it was to be
increasingly by-passed during the new era. Wupper valley com-
mercial activity adjusted to the altered scene with remarkable
dispatch. Though originally very much part of the medieval order
and a satellite of Cologne, local industry managed most adroitly to
sunder its traditional ties to the Imperial City."* Alternatively, it
sought integration into the regional economy of the Dutch Low-
lands, which was then in the process of emergence. Success along
these lines was assured because the indigenous operators had learned
how to satisfy the growing demand for linen and linen yarn. The
prospering cities of Brabant and later those along the Netherland
coast became steady customers. These areas were emerging as the
focal points of the world economy.”

This would suggest that the Wupper valley merchants had
attached themselves to rising stars. But superficial appearances
notwithstanding, they had not simply chanced upon this course.
Rather, they seem to have been steered by the good luck the Heavens
repeatedly shower upon those helmsmen with the knack for life-
manship. Indeed the wise choice of the Wupper valley’s commercial
reorientation towards Flanders, Brabant and eventually towards
the Dutch centers, had been pred1cated upon the area’s receptnnty
towards industrial innovation.”

Despite its industrial malaise, activity from Cologne offered the
most immediate stimulus.” The Wupper valley linen merchants

15 HerMANN vaN DER Wer, The Growth of the Antwerp Market and the European
Economy (fourteenth to sixteenth centuries), (The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff, 1963), vol. II:
Interpretation, pp. 24-26 and especially Chapter 111,

16 H. RmGEL, Bedingungen der Wirtschaftsentwicklung, p. 55.

17 For an expert summary of these developments, see WarLTer Dhgrz, Die Wupper-
taler Garnnahrung - Geschichbte der Indusirie und des Handels von Elberfeld und Barmen,
1400 bis 1801 - Bergische Forschungen, vol. IV, Editor Edmund Strutz (Neustadt an der
Aisch; PLCW, Schmidt, 1957), pp. 13-15.

13 1.V. Brept, Die Lobnindustrie, p. 21.

19 For emphasis on Cologne influence as an important factor in promoting Wupper
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assumed the role of principal agents, since they were in a position
to take full advantage of this situation. They did so with a ven-
geance. In the course of their commercial dealings, they visited the
Tmperial city regularly and consequently had first-hand experiences
with the difficulties facing corporate industry, bleaching included.
Perhaps it was by way of contrast that the peripatetic traders realized
the industxial potential that was inherent in the freedom and frontier
atmosphere of their native habitat. In any event, they took the
initiative. With their expertise and some accumulated resources,
they began to transform local bleaching. They transferred what had
been a purely subsistence endeavor into a commercial venture
destined for export. It was not the heroic figure of Goddert Wiche-
Thaus, as legend would have it, but the prosaic sequence of entre-
preneurial expectations that sparked the industry which for more
than two centuries was to provide the foundation of the Wupper
valley’s spectacular progress.?

During the 15th century, the first bleaching firms were esta-
blished here and a definite pattern began to emerge. Moving
eastwards from the parish of Elberfeld towards the future Barmen,
the meadows along the Wupper were increasingly transformed into
bleachgreens.

By the end of the century, the Valley’s inhabitants wete linked,
for better or worse, to the fortunes of this particular trade® How
far this development had progressed can be deduced from a census
of holdings taken in 1466; the so-called Beyenburger Amtarechung.
This census shows that the fragmentation of holdings had been
going on for some time and could have not been able to take place
without non-agricultural activity providing a least some support.?

valley bleaching, see Eomune Strutz, Bergische Wirtschaftsgeschichte, in Justus Has-
HAGEN et al, « Bergische Geschichte » {Remscheid-Lennep: Ad. Mann, 1%58), esp.
pp. 321-322.

20 1. V. Brepr, Die Lobnindustrie, pp. 1415, p. 21.

21 J.F. Knarp, Geschichte, Statistik und Topograpbie, pp. 133-134 and E. StrUTZ,
Bergische Wirtschaftsgeschichte, p. 322 and Gustav von GiiLicH, Geschichtliche Dar-
stellung des Handels, vol. 11, pp. 185-186 fin: Note the emphasis upon nearby Werden
and Essen as eatlier sites of yarn bleaching, providing the Wupper valley with an example
worthy of imitation.

22 Industrie - und Handelskammer Wuppertal 1931-1956 {Wuppertal-Elberfeld:
Chamber of Commerce, 1956}, p. 9 and ). V. Breot, Siudien zur Rechisgeschichte von
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The speed with which such industrial progress had taken place
must be viewed in the context of a broader movement. Fifteenth
century trade and industry may not have experienced spectacular
expansion. However, production was being subjected to structural
changes, generally of a fundamental nature. Industrial output in
the countryside and in the newer towns, unencumbered by tradition,
gained at the expense of activity in the older ones. This was as
evident in the lower Rhine region as it was in Saxony and in the
then flourishing districts of Flanders and Brabant.”

Moreover, the 15th century (especially the second half), wit-
nessed an increase in the class of rich burghers throughout Western
Europe. Consumption emenating from this group rose accordingly
and the demand for linen, particularly finer linen, enjoyed 2 secular
boom.* Therefore, it may be said that the Wupper vallev had opted
not only for what was about to be the most vital mode of production,
but also for an activity which was about to become a growth sector.”

In addition to the availability of water and the advantages of
a decent road connection, the Wupper valley inhabitants benefitted,
on several historic occasions, from a relatively tolerant government.
This was certainly true in the 13th century when the local counts
were intent upon colonizing this territory.”® Similarly in the

Barmen, p. 47 shows that the increased fragmentation of holdings had reached the figure
of 491 by 1551.

23 For developments in Saxony, see Geruard HeiTz, Lindliche Produktion in
Sachsen 1470-1555 (Deutsche Akademie der Wissenschaft - Schriften des Instituts fiir
Geschichte - Landesgeschichte}, vol, IV (Berlin: Akademie Verlag, 1961), p. 17. For
Flanders and Brabant, see H. Van ner Wer, The Growth of the Antwerp Market,
pp. 70 fl. and M. Van Werweke, The Low Countries, in « The Cambridge Economic
History of Eutope », vol. 111, Ecorontic Organization and Policies in the Middle Ages,
edited by M. M, Postan, E.E. Rich and Edward Miller (Cambridge: University Press,
19637, pp. 354-356. Also Eriesne Sassi, De Belgische Viasunijverbeid - De Zuidneder-
landische Viasnijverbeid to Het Verdrag van Ultrecht (1713) (Bruges: « de Tempel »,
1943), pp. 140 ff.

24 C.M. CiroLra, The Italian cad the Iberian Peninselas, in the « Cambridge Lco-
nomic History », vol. 111, pp. 419-420.

2> Arex ], Waroen, The Liven Trade - Ancient and Modern, 3vd impr. {(London:
Frank Cass and Co., 1967), pp. 289-291.

26 See W. Dictz, Die Wappertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 20-21 and pp. 30-32; at the
time « Elberfeld merchants » referred to all those hailing from the Wupper valley. Ac-
cording to J. V. Brept, Séndien zur Rechispeschichte von Barman, p. 13, the local Pro-
testants were excluded from appeintments in the Duke’s civil service, a factor which
supposadly intensified theit preoccupation with mercantile activities.
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15th century, the Dukes of Berg demonstrated definite concern for
the material welfare of their subjects. They rose to defend local
commerce against the ire of Cologne merchants who viewed these
« Elberfeld merchants » as illegitimate interlopers. But apart from
such sporadic aid, probably proffered at the specific behest of the
business community, the local potentates remained conspicuously
aloof from economic issues. Thus, in one way or another, local
industry was to move ahead according to its own lights.”

II.

Since the late 15th century, Elberfeld figured more frequently
in the extant annals of the famous markets and fairs., During the
early 16th century, references of this kind became even more
numerous. Such prominence was due, in part, to more assiduous
bookkeeping, but mostly to a general insistence upon written
records. Given the circumstances, one might also infer that the
more voluminous supply of historic information concerning the area
reflected the Wupper valley’s growing reputation as a manufactur-
ing and trading center.® '

According to a Cologne document of 1486, Wennemar Teschen-
macher, who almost certainly hailed from Elberfeld, was a dealer
in linen yarn” Along similar lines, 2 1504 account indicates that
two Cologne burghers were having linen bleached by Elberfeld
establishments.” Even more significantly, in the late 15th century,
Berg merchants were reported selling wares in Antwerp. This par-
ticular evidence is crucial as it tends to corroborate the aforemen-
tioned supposition that the Wupper valley (akin to other forrunate
areas of the Lower Rhine region), was being commercially absorbed

21 W, Dierz, Dic Waupperialer Garnnabrung, cit.

B Y. Dierz, Die Waupperitaler Garsnabrung, pp. 19-20.
29 Ydem.

30 W, Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrang, p. 12.

306



From Monopoly 1o Laissez-faire: The Early Growth of the Wupper Valley Textile Trades

into both the Antwerp hinterland and into Flanders.* The latter
province had by then become the focal point for the « new » inter-
national economy, with the Atlantic as the center of gravity and
with linen assuming a pivotal role in the world’s textile business.

By 1527, Wupper valley activity had reached a milestone in its
development. In that year the local bleachers and yarn dealers
demanded and were granted the Garnnabrung with all its privileges.
The fee for this major concession was 861 Goldthaler.” The mer-
chants were able to raise this sum promptly and in turn the autho-
rities acted with equal dispatch and apparent sympathy upon their
request for special treatment. This shows the influence Wupper
valley industry and its immediate representatives had come to exert
within the Duchy.

At the same time, the official attitude suggests that the potentates
were intent upon capturing for their benefit, as it were, the dynamic
of this trade. They hoped that the rules to be enforced by the new
order would bolster the various phases of the linen business and
thereby enlarge the tax base of the realm.” The ducal charter
establishing the Garnnahrung is a significant document. By impli-
cation it provides the earliest available account of linen yarn bleach-
ing in the Wupper valley, including hints bearing upon a social
anatomy of the environment.* Traditionally, local historiography
has been appropriately alive to the importance of this ancient record
and has therefore not only submitted the modus operandi of the
projected institution to careful scrutiny but has even gone as far
as to date the beginning of modern Wupper valley history from the
implementation of this regulatory system.”

31 J.V. Brept, Dic Lobuindustrie, pp. 15-16.

32 E. Strutz, Bergische Wirtschaftsgeschichte, p. 321 and G.V, Evnern, Die Unter-
nebmungen der Familie von Rath, p. 14. Dietz emphasizes contrary to all other authors
that the fee paid by the bleachers and their yarn dealers was not really as large as some -
of the other historians have maintained, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 28.

33 W. Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnahrung, p. 30.

34 The actual document of the Guaramabrung is no longer available. The closest
reproduction of the original text {in Middle High German) is offered in « Utkunden
zur Geschichte der Garnnahrung im Wuppertal », edited by W. Crecelius and A. Werth,
« Zeitschrift des Bergischen Geschichtsvereins», vol. 16 (1880), part, I, pp. 76-81; part II
is in the same journal, vol. 17 (1881).

37 Rather typical, as far as older accounts are concerned, see the comments by two
19th century officials: W. HutusTEINER and C. RocHoLL, Barmen in Pistorischer, topo-
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Henceforth, only members of the Garnnabrung in the Freibeit
of Elberfeld and the as yet unincorporated locality of « Barmen »
were to enjoy, within the Duchies of Julich and Berg, the right to
«bleach and thread linen yarn for commercial purposes». In this
way the Duke compensated them « for their recent difficulties, losses
and troubles sustained...». To the disappointment of those con-
cerned with developments prior to 1527, these problems are not
elaborated, Nor, incidentally, ate those places mentioned (presu-
mably Schwelm and Werden) which were to be detrimentally
affected by this monopolistic legislation.”

This privileged group was to be governed and administered by
four trustees, later referred to as Garnmeister. These comprised
two each for the two communities, selected annually by the members
of their corporation in conjunction with and under the supervision
of the ducal officials; the so-called Amtminner. Moreover, the
Amiminner were to constitute the highest court of appeal and
atbitration in all matters affecting disputes and altercations within
the Garnnabrung which the trustees were not able o mediate. For
rendering these services, the six officials: i.e. the Amtminner and
the Garnmeister, were to be paid a percentage share of total output.”

Prospective members of the Garnnabrung had to swear on oath
that they would not transplant linen bleaching into other lands nor
aid and abet in such undertakings. Provided they adhered to these
rules, even incoming foreigners were readily accepted into the
Garnnabrung on paying the entrance fee of four Gulden, a sum
which was eight times the amount (1/2 Gulden) demanded from
native members, However, servants and maids (Bleicher Knechte
and Migde) were explicitly excluded from membership in the
Garnnabrung until such time when «because of their own trading
and bleaching they would benefit by joining it».”

graphbischer und statistischer Beziebung von seimer Enistebung bis zum Jabre 1841 (Bar-
men: FPriedrich Staats, 1841), p. 9. FPor a modern view sce Worrcane Koriman, Wirt-
schaft, Weltanschauung und Gesellschaft in der Geschichte des Wuppertals (Wuppertal:
Abendland Verlag, 1955), pp. 7-13.

3% According to H. RmvceL, Bedingungen der Wirtschaftsentwicklung, p. 41, an
accord was signed with the inhabitants of Schwelm, permitting the latter to bleach 2000
pieces of yarn.

31 W. Dnetz, Die Wupperialer Garnnabrung, pp. 30-33.

38 W. Dietz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 23-25.

308



From Monopoly to Laissez-faire: The Early Growth of the Wupper Valley Texiile Trades

Output was to be limited to 100 pieces (3 8 1bs-annually) of
bleached linen yarn per dealer. Bleachers were limited to 800 pieces
while those bleaching and selling their own yarn to 600. Exemp-
tions were to be made in the case of members’ children residing
abroad. Depending upon circumstances, the trustees were to grant
these dependents the privilege of additional quantities. Also, in
times of depression, the ducal officials were empowered to reduce
the various allotments, on a proportional basis, in response to
declining demand.”

A medieval conception of a static society sustained this policy
of restrictions, Most traders, artisans and administrators at the time
subscribed to corporate ideals regarding a stable, and above all, an
egalitarian income for all concerned. Fears that an individual, if
unbridled, might increase production and business generally at the
expense of his colleagues and in turn subject them to his power
were widespread.® Similatly, the need for limits on individual
production was universally accepted. Besides, an awareness, given
these egalitarian considerations, that returns as between the various
branches of the linen yarn trade differed, prompted the allocation
of differential quotas.”* In this connection it is worth observing
that these viewpoints endowed, at so early a stage, the Bergish
merchants and bureaucrats with a rather precocious perception that
for all the apparent differences that had to be taken into account,
profits, rent and interest were but « species of a large genus ».

Moreover, Garnnahrung regulations specifying the period allow-
ed for bleaching, March 23rd to May 15th, were very much part
of the overall effort to erect a bulwark against forces threatening
the status quo. By having set these dates, no one was supposed to
disadvantage his fellow members through premature sales and thus

¥ In, and WiLHELm LancewiescHE (editor), Beschreibung umd Geschichte dieser
Doppelstads des Wupperthals nebst besonderer Darstellung ibrer Industrie, einem Uber-
blick der Bergischen Landesgeschichte... {Barmen: W._ Langewiesche, 1863), p. 128, At
the time the number of Wupper valley inhabitants had supposedly reached cne thousand.

40 H. RingeL, Bedingungen der Wirtschaftsentwicklung, pp. 39-40.

A N, Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 34-35 and p. 49, Tt is worth
noting that the initial statutes of the Garmnabrung prohibited the use of the thread
mill. Later on the ban was to be ignored; during the 17th century the thread mill was
universally used.
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spoil the market. Nor was speed in production at the expense of
quality to jeopardize (given these calendar limits) the reputation of
local wares.*”

Finally, there were the statutes prohibiting traders and bleachers
from working with borrowed capital. These interdictions suggest
datk forebodings on the part of contemporaries that loans and
interest were sinister elements subversive of the existing order.
But, here as elsewhere, almost from the day of their promulgation,
the tules against usury and business concentration were honored in

the breach.

On the basis of surviving records, Dietz provides telling exam-
ples illuminating the subterfuges and loopholes which enabled
Wupper valley’s emergent capitalism to bypass the medieval obsta-
cles hindering its expansion, The scheme was quite simple: ocal
inhabitants with available savings were to place these funds at the
disposal of local traders, with the specific request that these dealers
buy, bleach and sell the yarn on their behalf. These mini-capitalists
never saw the raw material nor were they, at any stage, involved
in its movement. Nor, for that mattet, were they concerned to have
the loans repaid on completion of the individual transaction, This
meant that the aggregate of these small sums contributed a revolv-
ing fund of appreciable size, which augmented on a permanent basis
the resources and the permissable output of the entrepreneurial
élite.” '

These petty lenders insisted, however, upon a fairly stable
return on their credit outstanding. For the most part they were
to be satisfied on this account and thus, as Dietz points out, the
foundations had been laid for the rudimentary workings of a joint
stock company with limited liability, issuing, as it were, bonds and
preferred stock.® At this stage of early modern history blood
relationships and group ties based on religious affiliation were the

42 W, Dierz, Die Wauppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 35-36.

43 W. Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 36-37 and pp. 54 ff. :

# . Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, esp. the tables on p. 55. That this
credit pattern was quite widespread in the early days of European capitalism has been
emphasized by Grorce V. Tavvor, Types of Capitalism in Eighteenth-Century France.
« English Historical Review », vol. LXXIX (1964), p. 485.
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prime ingredients cementing the framework within which this
limited capital market was to operate.”

By eroding many of these original statutes, the march of progress
conttibuted to the resilience of the Garnnabrung. Such a sequence
of events may seem paradoxical, though on second proves to be
quite straightforward. All that this particular pattern suggests is
the truism about an institution proving its viability by jettisoning,
easily and willingly, those of its rules and regulations which have
outlived their utility. Because the Garnnabrung had demonstrated
its flexibility and particulatly its power of rejuvenation, it was able
to continue to lay claim upon Wuppet valley leadership.® Stripped
of unnecessary paraphernalia, the Garnnabrung was to concentrate
upon the essentials of control and thus shape the course of local
development for centuries to come.

This, of course, raises the question as to the nature and meaning
of the Garnnabrung. 1t could never have been a monopoly of the
orthodox kind because, from the beginning, the size of Duchy of
Berg made exports all important. However, « Elberfeld yarn », as
it was then called, probably enjoyed a certain uniqueness and
appears to have been sold in a few markets among which Cologne
remained an important outlet. Thus, in the short run at least, it is
safe to assume that the demand elasticity for local yarn was low
and that as a consequence efforts to limit quantity and thereby
maintain prices, especially in periods of decline, were not in vain.”
Indeed, concern over orderly conditions in this primarily internat-

43 All the members of the Garmnehrung were members of the Reformed Lutheran
Church. During the late 16th century they were exposed to pressures and inconveniences
which presumably enhanced, as a group, their sense of belonging. See W. HuTHsTEINER
and C. RocHoLrL, Barmen in bistorischer, topographischer und statistischer Beziehung,
p. 13-14. Also see W. Korimann, Wirtschaft, Weltanschanung und Gesellschaft, p. 21
and pp. 4142,

4t The Garnnabrung's flexibility, its ability to roll with the punches meted out by
the world economy has been emphasized by W. Dierz, Die Wupperialer Garnnabrung,
pp. 34-38. At the time the vitality and resilience of the bleaching industry was enhanced
by virtue of its close ties to agricultural activity.

47 The main sales outlets for bleached yarn were Cologne, Frankfurt a. M. and
Antwerp. When in 1540 an Antwerp merchant declared bankruptcy, all twenty of his
German creditors were bleachets and traders residing in the Wupper valley. E. Strurtz,
Bergische Wirtschaftsgeschichte, pp. 340-341.
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ional market, particularly when a slump threatened, may have been
the basic reason for the establishment of the Garnnabrunyg, as tore-
mentioned references within the charter to difficulties and losses
‘prior to 1527 would indicate.®

16th century merchants and officials did not and probably could
not as yet appreciate the distinction berween short and long term
influences upon prices. Imperfections in the market structure
shielded, as it were, the participants in the international economy
from the potentially inexorable discipline exerted by the forces of
supply and demand. Such a state of affairs provides at least a partial
explanation for the complete faith and trust of these contemporaries
in economic controls. The men of those days approved in large
measure an order where industrial activity was limited to one area
in the state and within that particular district to a select number
of producers with a given output. They were certain that the
country-at-large would gain from a system of carefully supervised
production. Above all, they believed that within such 2 framework
the entrepreneur would be spurred on to give his best, because he
would be protected against interlopers imitating his efforts, stealing
his trade secrets and, worst of all, spoiling the market for his goods.”

All this smacks of a cartel arrangement as the somewhat heteto-
geneous though privileged membership was alloted a share of a total
output that had been set with due regard to market conditions.
In view of these circumstances, the Garnnabrung vras subject to
those pressures to which a cartel is typically exposed when facing
a cyclical and especially a secular beom. In period of advance, the
more aggressive members of a cartel, scenting additional profits to
be made by prompt adjustment to the upward shift in demand,
were bound to break the prescribed rules: they were willing to
enlarge individual output beyond their assigned quota.”

It is usually accepted that the 16th century was expansion

8 W, Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 26.

4% See especially J. A. ScuumreteRr, History of Feonomic Anglysis (New York:
Oxford Tniversity Press, 1955}, pp. 151-133. As regards local advantages to be derived
from the monopoly, see W, Lancuwiescrr (editor), Beschreibung und Geschichte dicser
Doppelstadt..., pp. 266.

N W. Dretz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 21 and H. Rixcer, Bedingungen
der Wirtschaftsentwicklung, p. 41.
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oriented, especially during its second half.” The Western Woild
at that time was in the process of digesting and consolidating the
commercial gains resulting from those spectacular ovetseas disco-
veries.” The linen yarn trade, in particular, prospered because of
the almost infinite demand for linen thread needed in the flourishing
Flanders and French lace making industries.”

The growth of Wupper valley output reflects the overall, long
period upswing in textiles. Dietz estimates that during the early
16th century about 3200 pieces of bleached yarn were produced
annually by 44 operators. Not quite a century later, in 1606, the
output had risen to as much as 5000 pieces, the work of some
33 bleachers in Elberfeld and 77 bleachers in Barmen. The increase
in the number of Barmen producers suggest that additional land
was still available there to be turned into bleachgreens.™

This particular pattern outlines and even anticipates what even-
tually emerged as a Wupper valley characteristic: Barmen was to
concentrate on production while Elberfeld became the area’s com-
mercial and financial center.” On scrutinizing production figures of
individual members, the economic differences within the Garnnab-
rung were soon conspicuous. Already at this early stage, some of
the local merchants had obviously become more equal than others.”

This perennial hustle and bustle was to lead to transgressions
against Garnnabrung segulations as can be gleaned from some extant

51 « The sixteenth century was an age of economic expansion..» writes H. R,
Trevor-Rorer, Religion, the Reformation and Social Change (London: Macmillan, 19673,
p. 60.

52 See C.H. WirLsoxn, Trade, Society and the State, in « Cambridge Economic
History of Europe, The Economy of Expanding Europe in the 16th and 17th centuries
(editors E. E. Rich and C. H. Wilson), (Cambridge: The University Press, 1967), vol. IV,
pp. 490-491, and ETienne Sawsi, Histoire de Pindustrie liniére en Belgique (Brussels:
Office de Publicité, 1945), pp. 22-24 on the importance of the Spanish markets.

33 G, von Gurich, Geschichtliche Darstellung des Handels, vol. II, pp. 186-187.

34 W. Diuetz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 26-:28 and H. Rincer, Beding-
ungen der Wirtschafisentwicklung, p. 42.

35 Kraus GouBEL, Zwwanderung zwischen Reformation und Franzosenzeit... ein
Beitrag zur vorindustriellen Bevdlkerungs - und Wirtschaftsgeschichte Wuppertals 1527-
1808 (Wuppertal: Born-Verlag, 1966), pp. 43-44 and 1. V. Breor, Die Lobnindustrie,
p. 21,

56 Tdem. Also see H. RiNGEL's comments, Bedingungen der Wirtschaftsentwicklung,
p. 43 and especially W. DieTz's list of producers with their guantities of annual cutput;
Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 5562.
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decisions against offending members. In 1596, for example, the
Elberfeld merchant Caspar Rittershaus was fined 500 Gold Guil-
ders, to be paid to the Duke, plus 400 Thaler, to be surrendered
to the Garnmeister’s treasury, because of serious infractions against
the Gabnnabrang code. It appears that this early entrepreneur had
expanded his output well beyond his permitted quota. As if to add
insult to injury, he had permitted the extra amount to be bleached
in Schwelm.” '

This particular incident suggests the affluence of a man like
Rittershaus who was not ruined by these exactions, On the con-
trary, he continued to prosper in sufficient measure to be cast in the
historic role of founding father of what was later to become a
distinguished local family.® Moreover, this case points to the classic
malaise regarding members being in violation of Garnnabrung
regulations, These offenders either had more yarn bleached than
they were allowed (notably in Schwlem and Wetter) or they
stretched the period of bleaching beyond the permitted dates. In
any event, infraction’ of statutes was the rule rather than the
exception.”

Such an atmosphere was found to be fraught with conflict and
documents from this era are replete with accounts of numerous
dissensions. On several occasions the altercations went somewhat
further than those merely symptomatic of a society rent by tensions.
Indeed, some of the bickerings had a decidedly prophetic quality
about them. These conflicts presaged the social realignments and
the altered power constellation of a capitalist society that was in
the process of emergence.”

See from this vantage point, the 1596 dispute between bleachers
and merchants assumes historic significance. In that year the Barmen
bleachers, threadmakers and ribbonweavers submitted a memoran-

51 W, Dietz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 2829 and pp, 76-77. At that
time Rittershaus was Elberfeld’s second wealthiest merchant. Also see H.F. Macco,
Geschichte der Familie Wuppermann, p. 23 in 1598 Peter Wupperman had been fined
one Guilder.

58 X. GoEeBeL, Die zuwanderung zwischen Reformation wund Franzosenzeit, p. 43,

5% H. RiNGEL, Bedingungen der Wirtschaftseniwicklung, pp. 42443 and W. DiETz,
Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 66-68.

& ], V. Brevt, Die Lobnindustrie, pp. 23-23.
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dum to the Amtmanner (the Ducal officials), complaining that the
Elberfeld and Barmen dealers had decided, with the express permis-
sion of the Garnmeister and the local justices, to cease the bleaching
of yarn within the Wupper valley for the period of one year. Crisis
conditions in the world economy and the resulting surfeit of unsold
goods were given as the reason for this action. In view of these
circumstances, the disadvantaged producers were quick to point out
that the merchants themselves were largely responsible for this state
of aflairs, for in period of boom the latter usually expanded their
output beyond the norms set by the Garnnabrung®

This report also emphasized the misery to which those affected
by this restriction were being condemned. The account concluded
by warning that in the long run the whole industry might be ruined
because of the stoppage, if those 40 bleachyard workers (Knechze),
now unemployed, were to leave the Barmen area altogether.”

In their reply the Garnmeister rejected all allegations of mer-
cantile conspiracy and unseemly haste with which they had been
charged. To prove their innocence in the face of these accusations,
the Garnmeister were at pains to establish that prior to deciding
upon a ban on bleaching, they and the supposedly conniving justices
had deliberated at length with the elders of the area’s trading com-
munity. Apart from the substantive points of the argument, which
were meant to defend their action and which, in turn, highlighted
the drift of economic events, the case presented by the Garnmeister
also bears upon another aspect of the social scene; the decisive
influence the wealthier linen-yarn dealers had come to enjoy within
the Garnnabrung and thus within the Wupper valley at large.”

It was quite obvious that the Garumeister were overwhelmingly
drawn from the élite group of merchants.* Consequently, those
formal consultations between the « trustees » and their friends and
relatives, advanced in justification of proper forms of decision
making, appear decidedly disingenuous. Indeed, one gains the

6L W, Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 6372,

62 Idem. _

& Idem and K. GoesgL, Die Zuwanderung Zwischen Reformation und Franzosen-
zeif, p. 40.

6 W. Dnetz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 63.
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impression that Wolfgang Kollmann is quite correct in his hypo-
thesis that, almost from the beginning, the Garnnabrung was the
precursor of a Chamber of Commerce through which the local wor-
thies, sitting on its Board, made their wishes felt on behalf of the
business fraternity.”” One might on this occasion be equally re-
minded of George Unwin’s somewhat similar observation about
England in the 16th and 17th centuries, where rich merchants,
upon joining a guild, came to utilize the corporate discipline in
order to establish their dominance over the less affluent members.”

Given this pattern of evolution, it is not surprising that the
ducal authorities should have decided in favor of the Garnmeister
against the bleachers. The original statutes had cleatly authorized
the Garnmeister to reduce output when periods of depression, such
as were to prevail at the time, warranted such action, But it is
equally significant that despite its supposed concern for justice the
ducal government should have been prepared to overlook these
flagrant violations perpetrated by the merchants. Thus, to judge
from its posture, one can only surmise that the state was already
under pressure to practice a kind of qualified impartiality on behalf
of those who manifested both economic muscle as well as ability
at organizing an effective lobby.”

In turn, these chron'c antagonisms between bleachers and linen
dealers were responsible for the hostility that bedevilled the rela-
tionship between the Wupper valley communities on the one hand
and neighboring Schwelm on the other. Throughout the 16th cen-
tury, quartels erupted between these localities with almost cyclical
regularity. Invariably, yarn illegally traded or bleached in Schwelm
was to be the apple of discord.®

On one such occasion the ire of Elberfeld merchants was roused
and they had Schwelm yarn, while in transit through the valley,

63 W. Korimann, Wirsschaft, Weltanschauung und Gesellschaft, p. 12, Also J. V.
Brent, Die Lobnindustrie, pp. 17-20,

¢ Georee Unwin, Industrial Organization in the 161h and 17th Centuries, 21 ed,,
new impression {London: Frank Cass Co., 1963), especially chapter II.

67 W. Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnahrung, pp. 6272

68 W. Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garunabrung, pp. 7477 and W. Ckeceriys and
A. Werry, Urkunden zur Geschichte der Garnnabrung im Wuppertale, part I, pp. 82-83
and part II, pp. 1140.
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confiscated. At another time the Schwelm authorities reacted, to
what they imagined to be some malpractice directed against them,
by incarcerating several Wupper valley merchants visiting their
town.” But whatever the proximate reasons for this conflict, one
historic lesson stands out: the irrationality of trying to cling to rules
which are obviously at variance with the objective circumstances
of society. In this particular instance the Garnnabrung regulations
upholding the Wupper valley monopoly were especially noxious
and impracticable since they ran counter to the profit motive of the
most dynamic group, the yarn dealers.”

Indeed, a policy purporting to stifle Schwelm’s activity was
virtually impossible to implement.”! TFor one, Upper Barmen
belonged to the patish of Schwelm, which meant that religious and
family ties had forged close bonds between the two communities.”
Secondly, apart from social considerations a material factor was of
decisive importance. Given Schwelm’s rural atmosphere, a lower
cost of living and cheaper rents endowed the local bleachers with a
competitive advantage over their Wupper valley neighbors.”

This circumstance alone was sufficient reason for the Garn-
nabrung rules to be bypassed. However, while these regulations
were actually being ignored (and rather fortunately from the stand-
point of the area’s secular progress), they were not struck from the
statute book. In turn, such a hiatus between an extant law and
social reality might have been expected to lead to ever more serious
conflict between the contestant groups. But nothing of the kind
transpired. Instead, the area settled down ot a period of relative
quiescence, a state of affairs which can only be understood in the
long run context of economic change. Specifically, from now on
linen bleaching was losing the local preeminence it had so far
enjoyed. And consequently, the preservation of the Wupper

8 Idewm and J.V. BreEvr, Geschichte der Familie Bredr {Elberfeld. Baedekersche
Buchdruckerei, 1902}, pp. 13-14.

70 Tdem and H, RunciL, Bedingungen der Wirtschaftsentwicklung, p. 41,

71 In 1614 Schwelm was incorporated into Prussia; henceforth this town was te be
free from any interference by the Garwnabrung. See K. GoeBEL, Die zmwanderung
zwischen Reformation und Franzosenzeif,

72 W. HurHsteINER and C. RocHoLL, Barmren in historischer, topographischer und
statistischer Beziehung, pp. 9-11.

73 E. Boumer, Geschichie der Stadt Schwelm (Schwelm: n.p., 1950), pp. 72-73.
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valley’s bleaching monopoly, though still important, was no longer
to prove the crucial issue it had once been.™

It was not as a branch of industrial endeavot sapped of its
vitality and lapsing into decline that the bleaching trade surrendered
its primacy to newly emerging manufacturing activity, On the con-
trary, the 17th century was to demonstrate how successful bleach-
ing at its height had been in fashioning a propitious setting which
was to provide the « forward linkages » for a new industry. Increas-
ingly, linen weaving and later on the ribbon manufacture became
the area’s principal sources of employment.

Already in the 1549 agreement Schwelm was specifically
accorded the right of linen weaving for its poor who without such
by-employment might have been in dire straits.” And half a century
later, in the years 1611-1612, the Garnnbrung was to receive a
démarche from its best customers, the Rotterdam and Schiedam
weavers, who protested that bed spreads and the like were being
produced in the Wupper valley and demanded a cessation of this
activity.”® Interestingly enough, legend has it that immigrants from
the Netherlands were responsible for introducing this particular
trade into the Wupper valley.”

Be that as it may, subsequently the Dutch weavers warned that
they would boycott Wupper valley varn in the event of non-com-
pliance with their request, Obviously concerned about the dire
consequences if such a threat were to be implemented, the Elberfeld
Garnmeister were eager to placate their clientele by proclaiming
not only a ban on local weaving but also an expulsion order against
foreign resident associated with this particular business.™

However, the Barmen Garnmeister were by no means as ready

7 W, Crecerrus and A, WertH, Urkunden zur Geschichte der “Garnnabrung’ im
Wauppertale, part T11, pp. 11-42; above all, the Elberfeld dealers were involved in these
illicit practices.

75 E. Boumer, Geschichte der Stadt Schwelm, p. 73.

7 J.V. Brept, Die Lobnindusirie, pp. 46-47.

77 W. Hurtustever and C. RocuoLr, Barmen in bistorischer, fopographischer und
statistischer Beziebung, p. 73. After all, the new ribbon loom was to be referred to as
the « Dutch loom ». See Joser KuvriscHERr, Allgemeine Wirtschaftsgeschichte des Mittel-
alters und der Neuzeit, 204 ed, (Berlin: Riitten and Loening, 1958}, pp. 172-173.

: 78 See W. Crecerrus and A, WertHy, Urkunden zur Geschichle der Garnwahrung
im Wuppertale, part 11, pp. 66-67,
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to submit to this form of outside pressure. They dragged their feet
about issuing such a prohibition and only acquiesced in Elberfeld’s
policies of injunction after they had been given to understand that
according to law Garnnabrung rules were binding upon both com-
munities. The reason why they were so reluctant to follow Elberfeld
was simple: in Barmen weaving was already an important source
of income, especially for the poorer inhabitants,”

During the 17th century, linen weaving and ribbon making
spread steadily throughout the Wupper valley and even beyond
into the Bergish countryside, despite obstacles of one kind or another
put in their way. Their very pattern of growth betokens the
resilience of these up and coming trades and simultaneously suggests
a social structure of great vitality able to assimilate and spur on
these branches of manufacture. Specifically, the historic sequence
also points to the elemental energies of an environment where
Kulaks transformed into merchant-manufacturers still possessed the
drive and flexibility to try and make the most of shifts in supply
and demand conditions convulsing the world economy.®

It was therefore only natural that ambitious operators scanning
wider hotizons should have been bent upon expanding and diver-
sifying their entrepreneurial efforts by absorbing into their existing
operations novel ventures especially suited to make the most of
« forward linkages» set up by the sustained development of the
old established trades. In view of ptevious efforts along those lines,
the introduction of linen weaving was an obvious move. The manu-
facture and sale of this particular fabric was to rely not only upon
the area’s excellent yarn but also upon a host of mercantile arrange-
ments that harked back to the broad based growth pattern of the
bleaching industry ®

79 J.V. Brept, Die Loknindustrie, pp. 46-47; in turn the Dutch weavers promised
not to bleach any yarn themselves and to rely exclusively upon Wupper valley supplies.

8 That in the early 17th century the Barmen bleachers continued with their agri-
cultueal activities has been emphasized by J. V. Breor, Geschichte der Familie Bredt,
p. 14,  As regards Wupper valley flexibility see W. Dicrz, Die Wuppertaler Garn-
nabrung, p. 39.

81 J.V. Breot, Die Lohnindusirie, pp. 4748 and W. LanceEwiescHE {editor), Besch-
retbung und Geschichte dieser Doppelstadt..., p. 269 and G. von GliLicH, Geschichtliche
Darsteliung des Handels..., vol. 11, pp. 182-183, p. 202 and p. 268,
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In 1605, linen fabrics constituted about five percent of the
Wupper valley’s export volume and, because of their higher labor
content, some fifteen to twenty per cent of the total export value.”
Carried along by the boom experienced during the first two decades
of the new century, this new manufacturing sector thrived and
waxed in local importance. But in spite of these advances, linen
never quite achieved a dominant position within the Wupper valley
economy during the 17th century. It lacked the basic ingredients
for a major spurt. Unlike Haarlem, for instance, with its wide
open dunes ideal for the bleaching of the brown fabric, the Wupper
valley was far too cramped for space to contemplate the bleaching
of woven pieces even though such a process might have been crucial
in helping local linen gain international stature. Nor did the Wupper
valley industry enjoy any other special advantages with which it
might have been able to challenge the supremacy of the old
established centers, notably Haarlem and Bielefeld, in third markets.
Thus one can only surmise that during the early parts of the 17th
century locally produced linen was limited to sales within the
region.” '

By contrast, the ribbon trades achieved world renown and, in
due course, a strategic position within the Wupper valley economy.
The reasons for such success are easily identified. Ribbon and lace
making was the type of activity which took to the existing environ-
ment like a fish to water, distilling from the established framework
the stimuli necessary to feed its secular dynamic. Every possible
feature epitomizing the valley’s commercial maturity was mobilized
in support of the new manufacture. The availability of excellent
yarn became a prerequisite for high quality production. Similatly,
the extended network of business contacts and the relatively ample
supply of indigenous capital were pressed into service to smooth
the path for this fledgling industry to break into export sales.

82 W. Duerz, Die Wuppertder Garnnabrung, p. 48. The actual amounts were
1339 cwis. of yarn and 100 cwts, of linen.

8 Idem. Tt is worth observing that the Garnmabrung attempted and largely suc-
ceeded in extending its control over the production of linen fabric.

8 W. Dnetz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 49-51.
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But for all their effectiveness, the local impulses would have
never accomplished their purpose unless exogenous forces sweeping
through the area would have provided additional impetus by con-
fronting the new manufacture with the most potent of inducements
towards expansion: ever widening markets. This, after all, was the
Age of Baroque when throughout the Western Wold ribbons and
lace, to adorn raiment and headgear, had become de rigueur for all
those who had made it or at least had aspirations of doing so.*”

During the same period, Cologne, hitherto the region’s tra-
ditional ribbon and lace center, was more than ever in the throes
of industrial paralysis. The craft guilds, dominating this Imperial
city, were outdoing each other in devising schemes meant to sup-
press anything that suggested change. Thus in the Rhineland a
production vacuum of sizable proportions had been created and it
was accordingly easy for such shrewd and unencumbered merchants
as those from the Wupper valley to step in and fill this pro-
fitable void.*

The ambiance sociale reflected these entrepreneurial successes.
In 1610 Elberfeld was accorded the status of a town and thitteen
years later the added right to extend its limits through incorporation
of adjacent communities.”’ By 1640 the new city claimed 350 houses
and some 1900 inhabitants, while in the case of Barmen the figures
were 239 and between 1600 and 1900 respectively.® At the same
time, accumulation of wealth, especially in the hands of the more
experienced traders, seems to have grown apace. According 1o a
report dated 1635, Engelbert Teschenmacher, a leading Elberfeld
merchant had sold to Heinrich and Jacob de Groot of Rouen yarn

85 Tdem.

86 Kawt WOLFRATH, Binder aus Ronsdorf - 150 Jabr J. H. Baur Sohn (n. p., 1955),
p. 8 and W, Digrz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 51,

87 See Max BARKHAUSEN, Staatliche Wirtschafisienkung und freies Unternehmertunm
im westdeutschen und im nord-und sidniederlindischen Raum bei der Entstebung der
nenzeitlichen Industrie imt 18. Jabrbundert, « Vierteljahrschrift fir Sozial - vnd Wirt-
schaftsgeschichte » wol. V, 1938, p. 179; ].F. Knarp, Geschichte, Statistik und Topo-
graphie, p. 66 and WiLHELM CRECLiIUS, Beifrdge zur Bergisch - Niederrbeintischen Gesch-
ichte, in « Zeitschrift des Bergischen Geschichtsvereins », vol. 27 (18%1), pp. 185-186.

88 W. Lancewiescui (editor), Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelstads,
pp. 166-167 and FIRINeIcH HAACKE, Barmens Bevilkerung im XVII. und XVIH. Jabr-
bundert (Barmen: Oskar Born, 1911), p. 23.
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worth 32858 Rthlr. and supposedly had made a 100 p.c. profit on
the transaction,”

Such scraps of extant evidence suggest a period of progress.
This is in many ways remarkable considering the trials and tri-
bulations which, throughout this half century, the Wupper valley
had to face. During the first two decades, religious intolerance,
including the expulsion of some minorities, darkened the scene.™
Then in 1612 and again in 1619, a plague epidemic hit the area with
dire consequences for the local population.”™ Six years later, before
the region had time to recover from the impact of this disease, it
was subjected to the first of a series of military invasions. Duting
the next two decades, troops, friend as well as foe, passed through
the Bergish lands with tragic regularity, spreading havoc as they
plundered, exacted ransom and sequestered local resources.” To
add to these horrors, the chaos and lawlessness of war had spawned
a horde of bandits who roamed the country pillaging and murdering
unless resisted by force.” Finally, this prolonged era of hostilities
had dislocated Europe’s trade routes and thus made the purchase of
raw materials and the eventual sale of the finished product more
cumbersome than ever,”

It is a tribute to the stamina of this economy and its industries
to have withstood the ravages of war and, even more significantly,
to have come through poised for further growth. The various bran-
ches of local endeavor — yarn bleaching, linen weaving, and above
all, ribbon making — adapted to the post-war boom, from the
1650’s onwards, with great zest. The «Dutch loom» was easily
introduced into the area. At the same time, sales of bleached yarn

8 T.F. Knape, Geschichte, Statistik und Topographie, p. 169,

%0 W. Laveewiescue (editor), Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelstad:
pp. 116-167 and p. 268. In 1622 some of the local Baptists were expellied.

9 I.F. Knape, Geschichte, Statistik und Topographie, p. 172,

. 92 There is no lack of information regarding the ravages of war. See J.F. Knapp,
Geschichte, Statistik und Topographie, p. 9 and pp. 172-176 and G. von GiLicH, Gesch-
ichtliche Darstellung des Handels..., vol. 11, pp. 176 and W. Lancewiescue (editor),
Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Dopelstads, p. 219.

93 J.P. Knapp, Geschichte, Statistik und Topographie, pp. 175-176 and W. LAnce-
wiescHE (editor), Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelstads, p. 218 and V.P.
SonperLaND, Die Geschichte won Barmen im Wuppertale.. (Elberfeld: H. BiiscuLEr,
1821, and reissued (Wupperal-Born Verlag, 1963), pp. 35-36.

9 H.F. Macco, Geschichte der Familie Wuppermann, p. 26,

’
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to France and England were on the upswing. By the 1660’s Elbe-
feld appears to have been a florishing community of some 400
houses. In the years 1667-1668 no less than 57752 pounds of yarn
were sold in Amsterdam for re-export. And not even the French-
Dutch war of the 1670’s was to interfere with the forward march.”

When in 1687 a fire virtually consumed this manufacturing
center, a few prominent families left in despair to take up residence
in neighboring Barmen. But several immigrants took the place of
those leaving this burn-out community. The newcomers were at-
tracted by the subsidies and tax exemptions (up to twenty years)
promised by the Duke, More importantly, they were lured by what
seemed to them an opportunlty of pursuing profitable activities in
a most hospitable environment.*

Within a few years, the town, including its Reformed Lutheran
Church, had been rebuilt.” Recovery from war and destruction was
largely complete when, in 1690, Elberfeld but claimed 15 bleaching
establishments and an annual output of 2400 cwts. of bleached
yarn.® At about the same time, Elbetfeld’s population reached as
high as 3000,” while Barmen, consisting of 240 houses, probably
numbered more than 2000 inhabitants.'™

To an outsider looking down from one of the surrounding hills,
the Wupper valley scene, anno 1690, must have appeared a bucolic

95 On the post Thirty Years’ War boom, see J.F. Knare, Geschichte, Statistik und
Topographie, pp. 66-67 and 134 ftn., W. LancewiescuE (editor), Beschreibung und
Geschichte dieser Doppelstadt, pp. 266-267 and W. Dievz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung,
p. 107, At that time French economic policy was to be dominated by the historic figure
of Colbert. Colbert was bent on cteating within France a major industrial structure and
as part of his efforts reduced import duties on raw materials and semifinisbed products
to be used by the new manufacture. Bleached yarn to supply the lace making industry
was to be a beneficiary of this liberal trade policy. By the 1670%s, bleached yarn was to
pay an import duty of nc more than 2349 of s value; see LAWRENCE DE LaPRADE,
Le Poinct de France et les Centres Dentelliers an XVII et au XVIII Siécles (Paris:
J. RoruscHiip, 1903), pp. 374-373.

% 1.F. Knarp, Geschichte, Staiistik und Topographie, p. 61 and the account of
the chronicler Johannes Metken in Frieorici: Kerst, Aus der Aiten Wuppermfes Chronik
{Wuppertal Barmen: Staats-Verlag, 1960), pp. 22-24.

%7 Idem. The town hall was not completed until 1707,

%8 J. F. Knapp, Geschichte, Sta.'u!:k und Topographie, p. 138. Nota bene, this quality
refers to Elberfeld only.

93 M. BarRkHAUSEN, Staatliche Wirtschafislenkung und freies Unternebmertum, p. 66.

100 M. Haacke, Barmens Bevilkerung, p. 23. At the time there were probably 430
families in Barmen, At the same time amt Elberfeld paid taxes on seven carding mills,
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one, However, it is equally possible that anyone intimately
acquainted with local conditions was already focussing upon the
rate of urbanization making inroads into the countryside. But it
would have surely required a social scientist of cosmopolitan back-
ground and almost super human prescience to view these develop-
ments as presaging the historic changes about to engulf land and
people.”

The thrust of local progress was in large part due to the excellent
market organization which had evolved over the years, assuring
on the one hand the regular flow of the necessary raw materials
into the area and on the other, the prompt disposal of the finished
product among far flung customets. FEver since bleaching had
emerged as an important industry, the provision of quality yarn
had become of strategic importance. The adjacent districts were
scon unable to meet the valley’s ever growing demand for yarn
and consequently the local merchants were obliged to look farther
afield into the areas around Hagen, Sprodehovel, Paderborn, Het-
ford, Lippe and Brunswick. But it was from the Hesse region, with
Hildesheim and Kassel as the main outlets, whence ventually the
Wupper vally came to draw the bulk of its yarn supplies.'”

A document from the year 1633 summarized the proceedings of
a Garnnabrung meeting. Presided over by the local judges and the
four Garnmeister, the conclave decided on procedures to be fol-
lowed during the annual purchase of yarn. Only six traders repre-
senting the group were sent forth to transact the business and they
were given definite orders as to the exact amounts to be bought
in each market. Commercial practice of this kind would suggest

101 W, LancewiescHE (editor), Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelstadt,
pp. 66-69 has this to say about Barmen: « Before 1709, those couple of thousand living
here resided for the most part in unprepossessing houses strewn throughout the district;
i. e, they were dispersed over one half of a square mile. Thus there did not as yet exist
4 proper locality which in a way could have been considered the nuclews of a future city ».

102 H. RinceL, Bedingungen der Wirtschaftsentwicklung, p. 41; G, von GiLicH,
Geschichtliche Darstellung des Handels, vol. 11, p. 192 and J. V. Brepr, Geschichie der’
Familic Bredt, p. 14. Also see W. LancEWIESCHE (editor), Beschreibung und Geschichle
dieser Doppelstadt, p. 266 and Orrrriep DrascHer, Das Textilgewerbe in Hessen-Kassel
vorr 16. bis 19, Jabrbundert - Veriffenilichungen der Historischen Kommission fiir Hessen
und Waldeck 28, 1 (Marburg: N.G. Elwert Verlag, 1968), pp. 29-30. Such was the
importance of the Elberfeld merchants that they were able to exert considerable influence
upon Hessen commercial policy. This influence lasted throughout the Eighteenth century.
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that the Wupper valley merchants were. very much aware of the
methods through which monopsony power in the yarn centers would
be further enhanced.'®

By 1648 the Elberfeld merchants were complaining that the
yarn they had purchased at Hildesheim fell short of the required
length. Six years later, Elberfeld’s Mayor Peter Wiilfing addressed
the Hildesheim city fathers on this very topic. Again, in 1682 the
Garnmeister emphasized that the continued perpetration of these
trauds caused the Garnnahrung members heavy losses — between
twenty and twenty-five percent. This was especially so since the
Wupper valley traders bought the brown yarn for cash and eventually
sold it, when bleached, on credit.'"™ Apparently, the Dutch, English
and Flemish customers refused payment once they realized that the
bleached yarn they had acquired did not meet standard specifications.
The amounts involved in this trade must have been considerable.
In 1682, Hildesheim marketed 200.000 Rthlr. worth of yarn of
which, it is safe to assume, the Wupper valley took a sizable share.
In that year alone, Balthasar von Carnap, one of Elberfeld’s lead-
ing merchants, bought yarn valued at 2000 Rthlr.'” Similarly,
arrangements responsible for disposing of local goods were the
outcome of centuries of evolution and experience and consequently
no less effective than the counterpart framework on the purchasing
side. Most probably, the first bales of Wupper valley yarn bleached
for export were sold in Antwerp, at the time the undisputed hub
of world commerce. As already shown above, by 1540 Elberfeld
traders are mentioned transacting business in that city and through-
out the next hundred years, Antwerp, with its insatiable demand
for quality yarn, remained the Berg area’s principal sales outlet.'®

Then a historic shift occutred. In due course, the Spanish
occupation of the Netherlands and the disturbances occasioned by

103 Y. Dierz, Die Wauppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 77-78. Many of the yarn dealers
were Jewish traders and very petty ones at that. And by the 1730's the Elbertfeld merch-
ants claitned to have spent 100,000 Rthlr. annually, See. Q. Drascuer, Das Textil-
gewerbe in Hessen-Kassel vom 16. bis 19, Jahrbundert, pp. 145-146.

104 1. V. Breot, Die-Lobnindustrie, p. 15. This also suggests that substantial capital
was a prerequisite for entering this particular trade.

105 \W. Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrang, pp. 78-80,

W6 Y. Dietz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrang, pp. 80-82,
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the Counter-Reformation played their part in hastening Antwerp’s
demise as focal point of international exchange.'” In its place,
Amsterdam usurped the pivotal role of world center for international
trade and finance. And with their customary flexibility, the Wupper
valley merchants promptly adapted their output to the specific re-
quirements of the new demand.'®
But in addition to Amsterdam, Frankfurt am Main became,
~—during the 17th centuty, an important outlet through which the
- —-Wupper valley merchants channelled their wares into Northern
Europe, the German lands and, above all, into France. As men-
tioned earlier, Colbertian France had become a most significant
market.'® S
When in 1682, to provide one example, Peter Wuppermann’s
estate came to be probated, his Lyon factor still owed him the
impressive sum of 2443 guilders for linen fabrics sold there."
Already in the Middle Ages, Frankfurt had been a notable
trading center, a position which, unlike other ancient cities, it was
able to maintain and even enhance during the modern era. However,
as an Imperial city, Frankfurt, like Cologne, was plagued by the
internecine warfare of its guilds which thwarted all industrial pro-
gress and condemned all urban production to a standstill."! Since
ribbon and lace had been among Frankfurt’s staple products, it is
not surprising that the Wupper valley merchants were to be most
successful as they rushed in to close the gap.!*?

07 Cuarres Wiison, Anglo-Dutch Commerce and Finance in the Eighteenth Ceniury
{Cambridge: The University Press, 1968), pp. 5 .

108 W, Drerz, Die Wauppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 81. In 1606 the Westphalian
estates protested to the Nethetland authorities that Dutch mercenaries hed waylaid
Elberfeld and Barmen yarn dealers «on their way to Amsterdam and Sunsten». Four
specific accasions are cited during which the Wupper valley merchants were robbed of
1500, 400, 1030 and 1200 Thaler worth of bleached and brown yarn respectively. See
H. RinceL, Bedingangen der Wirtschaftsentwicklung, pp. 41-42.

109 See Cuarres Woorsey Colk, Colbert and a Century of French Mercantilisn
{New York: Columbia University Press, 1939), vol. 2, pp. 244-245,

10 W, Inerz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 82-84.

111 On the role of Frankfurt a. M. as an important fair, see ALExanpER DiETZ,
Frankfurter Handelsgeschichte (Frankfurt a.M.: Herman Minjon, 1910-1925), vol. I,
pp. 64 1.

112 W, Dierz, Die Wappertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 84-86. Even as far back as 1550,
five Elberfeld merchants attended the Frankfurt fair; Johann Wichelhaus was one of them.
See A. DieTz, Frankfurter Handelgeschichie, vol. 11, p. 245.
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Under the circumstances the Wupper valley traders were quick
to make their mark on the Frankfurt scene as they gained a re-
putation for quality products among the international clientele.
But the fortunes of prosperity have a way of generating their own
pitfalls, It did not take long before the Frankfurt patricians were
casting covetous glances at the handsome profits being reaped by
the Wupper valley traders and they accordingly tried to share in
these gains by insisting on higher market taxes to be paid by those
coming hither from the Berg area. It did not help in smoothing
matters when collection of these dues was left to tax farmers who
did not shun high-handed methods in otder to achieve their purpose.
This, quite naturally, exacerbated what was already a tense situation
and thus a dispute was unleashed lasting several decades.'”

In the course of these altercations the contending parties issued
several memoranda all of which help to illuminate the nature of
Wupper valley commerce during this era. It seems that ever since
the 1630’s Elberfeld merchants had been regularly attending the
Frankfurt a.M. fairs. By the 1670’s they came in sizable numbers.
Already then a few of them were resisting the discrimination
practiced against them by the Frankfurt government even though
such opposition exposed their wares to the risks of confiscation.
As for the supposedly excessive burden of these dues, the gravamen
of the charge was amply supported by a report produced in 1723
whete it was shown that a merchant disposing of 2000 Rthlr. worth
of goods was assessed the exorbitant sum of 46 Rthlr.'*

Simultaneously, other aspects peculiar to this trade were brought
to the fore. For one, several haulage men who carried these goods
to matket hailed from Radevorwald (a small Bergish township),
thus providing evidence that the inhabitants of adjacent Berg com-
munities were being increasingly absorbed into the industrial nexus
of the burgeoning Wupper valley.’” Secondly, the trade figures
for 1723 indicate that in this particular year some 30 merchants
had come to Frankfurt disposing of 364 bales of ribbon and lace,

13 W. Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 86-89.
U4 W, Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 84-89.
115 W. Dietz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 90.
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263 bales of linen yarn and 134 pieces of linen fabric. According
to W. Dietz’s calculations, the total value of these wares was no less
than 150.000, which meant an average sale of 5000 Rthlr. per
merchant. By the standards of the day the latter amount is to be
considered sizable and leads one to believe that these Wupper valley
merchants who attended these fairs were exclusively oriented to
this particular outlet, This in tutn suggests that these self styled
« deputies of the board of Elbetrfeld and Barmen merchants » were
practicing by way of market specialization a kind of informal cartel
artangement through which they conveniently divided up the world
market among themselves. Monopoly and monopsony, as it were,
worked hand in hand."®

Finally, one further observation is in order: over the years some
of the names of Wupper valley traders attending the fair disappear,
others are added. However, thete also remained a core of families
of great survival power whose names reappear decade after decade
and who, by virtue of their durability, came to assume the position
of a dominant élite within the area.™® The rise of this mercantile
oligarchy was very much part of emergent capitalism within local
industry. Increasingly, the individual artisan bleacher was to work
exclusively for one merchant who gave the orders, supplied the
brown yarn, collected it when bleached and then effected the final
sale. This so-called Lobnbleicherei (a crude version of the putting
out system) gradually spread through the valley and became, in the
course of the Seventeenth century, the dominant mode of pro-
duction.'”

In many instances the affluent yarn dealer also owned the bleach-
greens which he leased to the artisans. This enhanced the latter’s
dependence upon the former.. Moreover, the boom contributed to
a secular rise in land rents, a state of affairs which tilted still further
in the capitalist’s favor his terms of exchange and power position

116 W. Dietz, Die Wuppertoler Garnnabrung, pp. 9194 and p. 100, Other Wupper
valley merchants specialized in trading directly with Cologne (still an important market),
England, the Netherlands and France respectively.

17 G. von Eynerw, Die Unternebmungen der Familie von Rath, p. 15.

118 G. von Eynern, Die Unternebmungen der Familie von Rath, p. 15.

u# 1. V. Brevt, Die Lobnindustrie, pp. 24-25.
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within society.'” But it was above all their style of life that gave
dramatic expression to the rich merchants’ social pre-eminence.
They resided in large and handsome houses covered « not with straw
and wood » but with « red and black shingles » — and a little spire
on top. These spacious abodes, as one contemporary chronicler
reported it, stood conspicuously in the midst of walled courtyards
with wide gateways opening upon a paved path through which
wagons and horses carrying goods could pass with ease.”

Similarly, sartorial splendor was to distinguish the budding met-
chant prince from the rest of the local citizenry; he carried a stick
studded with brass and other adornments and sported a long silken
coat with a gold embroidered hat to match.'”? Education buttressed
this exclusiveness as the sons of this haute volée attended the local
Latin school and besides were sent to be tutored by a French master
who had settled in the area.'”

In the previous century landowners, bleachers and dealers
constituted the local establishment as many a peasant entrepreneur
pursued all these activities simultaneously. However, during the
Seventeenth century the merchants had become increasingly a group
set apart from the rest of the solid burghers by viriue of their
superior wealth and power.” The very background of this newly
created élite offers insights into the social mobility of this age and in
turn mirrors, at least on a local level, the workings of the economic
process.'”” Most of the leading families hailed from local freeholders
and hereditary tenants whose founding fathers were shrewd enough
to concentrate on commerce to the exclusion of all other employ-

10 1 V. Brevr, Die Lobuindustrie, pp. 26-:29; Bredt refers te the «new mono-
poly » of the landowners,

121 F. Kersr, Aus der Alten Wuppertaler Chronik, pp, 18.20. Those, who among
others, were to belong, during the first quarter of the Eighteenth Century, to this charmed
circle were the families von Carnap, Cappel, ter Schiiren, von Sybelsdor, Wilchelhausen,
Wuppermann, de Weerth, Jan im Wistenhofl and Teschemacher.

122 Note, these clothes were only worn on special occasion, On working days even
the garments of the rich were conspicucusly simple. F. Kerst, Aus der alten Waupper-
taler Chronik, pp. 36-37.

123 1. V. Brevt, Geschichte der Familie Bred?, pp. 15-17 and K. Goeser, Die Zu-
wanderung Zwischen Reformation und Franzosewzeit, p. 42 and WiLHELM CRECELIUS,
Baitrige zur Bergisch-Niederrbeinischen Geschichbie..., pp. 216217 and pp. 219 ff

14 %, Dietz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 97,

123 J.V. Brep1, Geschichie der Familie Bredt, p 22,
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ments.!® But there were a few newcomers amongst them who had
come to Elbetfeld from Barmen or from farther afield to try
their luck in this buoyant environment. Not infrequently success
crowned their efforts only after they had achieved connubial bliss
in established circles.'”” Marriage generally, however, accentuated
the exclusiveness of this group; members of the jeunesse dorée
sought out the nubile daughters of their kin and business partners
living elsewhere, a reflection that in the course of the Seventeenth
Century many a local trader had settled in ports and 'distant com-
mercial centers in order to profit from the widening market for |
Wupper valley wares,'®

Under the circumstances, only the steady expansion and the
rural environment in which he lived cushioned the artisan against
the hardships of social descent and thus shielded him, at least
temporarily, from the full implications of his quasi-proletarian
status. For the time being, whatever tensions existed, they simmered
‘below the surface. At the same time, it is worth observing that the
widening of class cleavage was more pronounced in Elberfeld than
in Barmen where the merchant had not as yet achieved the same
kind of prominence,'”

126 1. V. Brent, Geschichie der Familie Bredt, pp. 46 f. and J. V. Breor, Die Lobn-
industrie, pp. 28-29.

127 W. Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 97-98, and K. GoesgL, Die Zu-
wanderung Zwischen Reformation wund Franzosemzeit, pp. 4243 and W, CRECELIUS,
Beitrige zur Bergisch - Niederrbeinischen Geschichte, pp. 216-217.  Also see Hans Kunz-
ROCK, 200 Jabre von der Heydt-Kersten Sébne 1754-1954 (n.L: npnd.), pp. 57. Conrad
Kersten, born in Spangenberg (Hesse) migrated, during the first decade of the 18th cent-
ury, into Elberfeld. There he married, in 1711, Anna Christina Teschemacher, daughter
of one of the leading local merchants. By 1717 Kersten had been elected to the office of
city elder. By 1722, he became an elder of the church.

128 Idem. Note that some of these centers were Frankfurt am Main, Bremen, Kassel,
Leipzig, Antwerp, Lyon and London. Increasingly, some of the younger Wupper valley
merchants started their careers as apprentices with their far-flung relatives.

122 Idems. W. Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garanabrung, pp, 98-99 distinguishes three
pericdds concerning change in the Wupper valley’s social structere. During the initial
period, whick lasted up until the end of the Sixteenth Century, all property owners were
part of the upper crust. During the second period, which ends during the last decades
of the Seventeenth century, changes in the economy had propelled the rich merchants to
the top of the social hierarchy; most of them being descendants of local yeomen. As for
the third period, coinciding with the opening of the Eighteenth century, a new era begins,
marked by power being usurped by newcomers who marry into the established families,
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Be that as it may, « industrial growth » continued to.press against
the quantity controls set by Garnnabrung rules. However, the
proverbial flexibility of this district saw to it that the Garnnabrung
edict of 1698 accorded each yarn dealer a much larger quota to trade
in than heretofore: 300 cwts. per merchant plus an additional
amount for each child as compared to 125 cwts. per bleacher. Ac-
cording to some historians, this edict in effect spelled the end of all
limitations on output. From now on quotas were to be continually
enlarged until in 1764 they were abolished. Besides, this Garan-
nabrung amendment specifically prohibited the nefarious practice
of the truck system,”™ a pathological symptom of the extent to
which by the late Seventeenth Century capitalism, in its more pri-
mitive form, was locally in the ascendant. All in all, 2 Wupper
valley merchant looking back, from the threshold of the new centuty,
upon preceeding decades of growth and expansion, had good reason
to view the future with confidence and with optimism.”

The Elberfeld bleacher and yarn Johann Pliicker was the very
embodiment of such a metchant. Extant documents pertaining to
the probate of his estate illuminate the conventional successes of
his life and the particular world that was his oyster. Born in 1656
into a family of bleachers and traders, Pliicker made the most of
the secular boom that marked the second half of the Seventeenth
century. He enlarged upon inherited activities to include all kinds
of new business ventures, most important of which was the manu-
factture and sale of ribbons, Moreover, by a prudent marriage to
Maria Siebels, whose mother, in turn, was a Teschemacher, be joiend
the valley’s élite. In due course, he became known for his local
benefactions and for his public services and in 1678 and again in
1688 he was elected Mayor of Elberfeld.*”

130 J.V. Brevt, Die Lobnindusirie, pp. 25-28 and H. RINGEL, Bedingungen der Wirt-
schaftsemwickiung, p. 45. Also W. LancEwiEscHE {(editor), Beschreibung und Geschichte
dieser Doppelstadt, p. 42. Also see W. CreceLius and A. Wertw, Urkunden zur Gesch-
ichte der Garnnabrung im Wupperiale, part I, pp. 88.95.

131 W. LancewieScHE {editor), Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelstadt,
pp. 129-130 and p. 269.

132 See the very important account by O ScHELL, Aws dem Inventarium des Elber-
felder Biirgermeisters und Kaufberrn Jobannes Pliicker vom Jabre 1609-1710, « Zeit-
schrift des Bergischen Geschichtsvereins », vol. 46 (1913), pp. 169 fI.
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The specific items recorded in the probate of his estate point
to a complex and far flung commerce. At his death in 1709, he
was a creditor to customers and suppliers in all parts of Europe.
In Antwerp, for example, a client was in debt to him to the order
of 14000 Rthlr, in Rouen another one to the extent of 7735 livres.
In London a Teschemacher (presumably an Elberfeld native who
had taken up residence in England) still had to send him a sizable
shipment of Safflor dye while a whole series of Hesse dealers, many
of them Jewish, owed sums ranging from 53 to 679 Rthlr. In
Sevilla, one Levino Tetcy, held, on Plucker’s behalf, two « batrels »
of ribbons, four bales of yarn and « 600 Marks of silver». And
rather significantly, from the standpoint of demonstrating Leipzig’s
growing importance as a market for Wupper valley goods, at the
time of his death, Pliicker had a stock there (consisting, for
the most part, of goods left unsold at the last fair) valued at
3272 Rthlr.”?

Given the nature of Pliicker’s activities it is not surprising to
learn that he kept a ready supply of his main products and required
raw materials close at hand, The stock of yarn and ribbons he
bequeathed was appraised at 2440 Rthlr., his inventory of bed
spreads at 2014 Rthir and of safflor at 4555 Rthlr.™ He also had
in store some other dye stuffs which would suggest that he carried
on a considerable import business in those materials.””

Locally held debts owed to the estate, some of them already
labelled « bad debts », were sizable and involved many of the most
distinguished names in the area, including officials, aristocrats and
even the reigning Duke himself. Perusing the roster of these cre-
ditors one strongly suspects that, at the time, Pliicker and most
of the other leading traders in the valley functioned as substitute
bankers operating a rudimentary kind of capital market.”* In turn,
the very conditions bearing upon this latter role are highlighted by

133 Q. ScHELL, Aus dem Inventarium des Elberfelder Bzirgermeisrers und Kaufherrn
Jobannes Pliicker, pp. 175-180,

13 Q, ScHELL, Aus dem Inventarium des Elberfelder Biirgermeisters und Koufberrn
}obzmrxes Pliicker, pp. 170-171.

135 Ihid,

136 O, ScHELL, Aus dem Inventarium des Elberfelder Biirgermeisters und Kaufberrn
Jobannes Pliicker, p. 175 fin.
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the 7000 Rihlr. cash which were part of the Pliicker estate. In
many ways, the need to hold idle cash was symptomatic of the
petiod. In the absence of a banking system and an effective money
market, there were as yet no sufficient outlets where surplus funds
might have been invested in « near money » assets which, in turn,
the merchants could have painlessly liquidated whenever they
needed money to pay or lend cash to their suppliers, bleachers,
weavers, and other wotkmen whose setvices they sought.””

But it is the description of Pliicket’s home that conveys most
suggestively the ambiance of the Wupper valley at this particular
juncture of its development. Within this large yet simple abode
there was as much space allocated to agricultural purposes as there
was to bleaching and packaging of yatn and ribbons. Besides, the
house contained, apart from agricultural implements, six cows, four
horses and a large stock of potatoes, ryve, wheat and beans.”

This juxtaposition of trade, industry and agriculture was as
typical of the age as it was of the man. Aux fond, Pliicker remained
a yeoman-operator, a kulak.'” He trod in the hallowed footsteps
of his ancestors, bleaching yarn and tilling the land to provide
food for his family, his servants and boarders.'® At the same time,
the peasant’s proverbial shrewdness and vigor never left him; it
was to stand him in good stead as he seized the opportunities that
came his way in order to widen the scope of his business activities.
But for all his preoccupation with world events, particularly as they
affected the state of his markets, the price of his finished goods
and raw materials and the exchange rates of the currencies he
used, Pliicker seemed to have remained, above all, concerned about

137 Idewr. On those occasions when the Wupper valley merchants did require bank-
ing services they availed themselves of the Cologne banking houses. Peter Wuppermann
{who died in 1674) left 14 sacks filled with money plus one sacle of gold. The value of
the cash was about 4000 Rthlr. See H. F. Macco, Geschichte der Familie Wuppermann,
p. 30,

138 O. ScuelL, Aus dem Inventarium des Elberfelder Biirgermeisters und Kaufberrn
Jobannes Pliicker, pp. 171-173, For similarly agrarian ties to industry and trade in a
more developed country like England, see the letter {(in 1757) by Jedediah Strutis to his
wife in R. 5. Frrron and A. P, Wanswortit, The Strutts and the Arkwrights 1758-1830 -
A Study of the Early Factory Systemt {(New York: A.M. Kelley Publishers, 1968),
pp. 28-29,

13% dem.

140 Idem; esp. p. 172 fin,
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local conditions and the inexorable sequence of seasonal activities
that led up to an abundant harvest.

Working the soil must have been for a man so rational and
calculating as Pliicker more than a mere expression of filial piety.
Since most of the other merchants were putsuing agricultural
activities as well, one can only assume that, at the time, farming was
a sound commercial proposition. At least it assured the area’s self-
sufficiency and postponed the day when corn for local needs would
have to be imported into the valley at exhotbitant prices. The high
cost would have been unavoidable since the transport charges in-
curred in moving so bulky items as grain along almost impassable
roads would have been considerable.'

To view these aspects of a «balanced economy» from this
particular perspective makes one realize that the successes of
Wupper valley commerce were not achieved in spite, but because
of the simultaneous continuation of agricultural activities. Cheap,
home grown food provided for low labor costs, which, in turn,
endowed the Wupper valley manufacturers with their competitive
force in world markets, Once again one is reminded of the fact
— which can never be sufficiently emphasized — that in the pre-
industrial age, a robust industry can only thrive within the frame-
work of an equally vital agriculture.'?

Moteover, the feedback from this rural atmosphere was most
salutary upon local mores and social attitudes in general. This was
still a rugged society. Tastes were simple and work interrupted by
supposedly invigorating prayer was the only known routine.'® The

141 The hopeless state of the roads duting this period has been described by RupoLr
ScuuLer, Verkebrsverbiltnisse in den Herzogtiimern lilich und Berg zur Zeit des Her-
zogs Karl Theodor Karfiirsten von der Pfalz (Diisseldorf: Ed. Lintz,, 1917), Dissertation
Bont University. Also see W. LancEwiEscHE (editot), Beschreibung und Geschichie
dieser Doppelstadt, p. 229,

142 Qccasionally, it was not so much the quality of agricultural production per se
that proved strategic for industrial progress as the agrarian structure which allowed
caplialist yeoman to achieve a pre-eminent position within the community. For an inter-
esting article along those lines, see E. L. Yongs, Agricultural Origins of Indusiry, « Past
and Present », n. 40, July 1968, pp, 58-71.

843 O, ScHELL, Aus dem Inventarium des Elberfelder Biirgermeisters und Kaujberrn
Jobannes Pliicker, p. 173. Also see the account by H. F. Macco, Geschichte der Familie
der Familie Wuppermann, p. 30. Peter Wuppermagn {senior) 1610-1674 still walked to
the Frankfurt fair. He was supposed to hsve been a frugal man despite his wealth.
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frivolities of a court and the costly diversions of an aristocracy were
as alien and distant to these inhabitants as were the demoralizing
inanities indulged in by a popolino of a Medieval city suffering
from decay.'* :

Even the affluent traders seemed immune to the fashions and
luxuries of the big world. With expected regularity, these mer-
chants frequented the various commercial centers to attend fairs
and to strike bargains with clients and suppliers. During these
sojourns (some of them of prolonged duration), they were bound
to come into contact with the fleshpots of Egypt. But in spite of
these tempations they apparently continued steadfast in their rejec-
tjon of conspicuous consumption by virtue of their strict religion.’®

An inventory of Pliicker’s furnishings, jewelry and other house-
hold nick-nacks drives home this point.'* Considering his wealth,
these belongings were modest indeed.” Pliicker and the other rich
merchants of the Wupper valley presumably preferred to invest their
substantial gains « productively» — t.e. in the expansion of their
respective enterprises. The results of such a propensity were as
prompt as they were obvious. Local exports thrived, symbolic of
a vibrant community wholly dedicated to growth.

144 For the classic account of a mob in a Medieval type city wresting privileges from
the ruling class, see E.J, Hobseawm, Primitive Rebels - Studies in Archaic Forms of
Social Movement in the 19tk and 20th Centuries {Manchester: The University Press,
1959), chapter VII.

145 Thete were, of course, recalcitrants who did not submit teo willingly to the
austere rules of this religion. On several occasions, the church elders admonished the
«morals police » to invigilate more strictly the taverns where a carousing populace sup-
posedly preferred to while away the Sabath rather than attend church services. See
O. ScurLL, Beitrdge zar Geschichte der reformicrten Gemeinde in Flberfeld - Kirchliche
Gebriuche. Kirchliches Leben der fritberen Zeit, In « Zeitschrift des Bergischen Gesch-
ichtsvereins », vol. 51 (1918/19), pp. 233-241,

146 O, ScrierL, Aus dem Inventarium des Eilberfelder Biirgermeister und Kanfberrn
Johannes Pliicker, pp. 180-193. :

147 Q. ScHELL, (ibid.) considers the inventory of furniture, beddings, clothes and
jewelry as testimony to solid affluence. There seemed only one concession to the good
life (see pp. 195-196), an obeissance to a Rhineland tradition that was stronger than the
ingrained habits of parsimony: Pliicker's wine cellar was gencrously stocked, its value at
Pliscker’s death was assessed at about 5000 Rthlr. These wines listed in the estate were
uniformly from German vineyards. (Rhenish and Mosel wines predominate}.

By contrast, a large part of the Pliicker library contained French books, proof of
how important at the time the French language was for Elberfeld-Barmen traders. France
constituted the most important outlet for Wupper valley goods (pp. 196-198).
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IV.

In the Wupper valley, the Eighteenth century had a decidedly
auspicious beginning, The ribbon trades florished. Their prosperity,
in turn, created an atmosphere of experimentation and innovation.
Henceforth, besides linen yarn, from which so far the ribbons had
been exclusively made, silk waste, silk cotton and wool were used
as well. In addition to these half woolen ribbons, the range and
selection of goods offered was further enlarged with cords, trimm-
ings of all kinds and braids, plain and fancy. Judging by their
popularity, the farflung clientele, notably the French, liked what
they got, wanted more and, in due course, identified these items as
« Barmen wares». {(«Barmer Artikel»). The new label was to
become a badge of distinction,'®

Moreover, linen weaving, which in the previous century had
encountered difficuliies in achieving export quality, now overcame
these problems. Its sales soared and as a result the employment
statistics for this period point unmistakably to an upswing in this
sector.”® This spurt, in turn, sputred attempts to introduce the
cotton warp in the manufacture of linen fabrics. At the same
time, the area’s staple industry, bleaching, continued to prosper
and improve as linens of all types — bedspreads, tablecloths,
scarves, handkerchiefs and material for slave garments — and, of

course, yatn, faced a burgeoning demand, above all in the British
Isles.'®

148 H. RiNGeL, Bedingungen der Wirtschaftsemtwicklung, pp. 4546. In this connec-
tion it is also worth mentioning that by 1724 Goitingen’s linen weavers and yern dealers
were supposedly adverse to expanding their bleaching business and ribbon trade because
they feared that they would be unable to withstand the competition of the Wupper valley
operators who were thought to be ahead; see W. Digrz, Die Wupperialer Garnnabrung,
pp. 108-109.

14? For the details regarding the rise of the local ribbon industry, including some
of the early problems associated with the raw material supplies, see K, WiLFRATH, Binder
aus Ronsdorf, pp. 10:-11,

138 W. LancewiescHe {editor), Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelsiadt,
p. 269 and W, Digtz, Die Wappertaler Garnnabrang, pp. 108-113, who emphasizes that
cotton was originally introduced as part of the import of Colonial wares.
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The secular boom that market the early decades of the Eigh-
teenth century must be viewed in the broader context of world wide
expansion.” The buoyancy of overseas markets was strategic. The
Spanish possessions in South America, which for a long time had
been good customers, now became even better ones. Similarly,
from now on, the West African Coast, the sugar producing islands
of the West Indies, and above all, the North American colonies
were even more avid customers of Europe’s industrial products,
particularly of textiles.®™ And there appears no doubt that the
manufacturing districts of the Rhineland, including the Berg area,
fully shared in the growth of the newly evolving « Atlantic
economy ».>

The continuous assimilation into an existing industrial structure
of new goods for production and sale was a basic feature of the local
scene and as such a hallmark of its dynamic. But apart from the
propitious conjuncture of growing markets and the solid advantage
of a relatively sophisticated commercial environment, there were
additional factors which contributed to the area’s matetial advance
as well.”™ Most significantly, the configuration of the Wupper
valley’s social structure was most conducive to progress. The lead-
ing merchants remained venturesome, sensitive to changes in fashion

151 By virtue of its commercial importance, the English economy was in the process
of becoming a «cyclical center»., This is why English develepments had exerted a
powerful impact upon the industrial regions of Western Furope, Consequently, the
article by A.H. Jonn, Aspects of English Economic Growth in the First Hdlf of the
Eighteenth Century, « Economica », N. S., vol. 28, 1961 and reprinted in « Essay in Eco-
nomic History » {editor E.M. Carus-Wilson), vol. 2, pp. 360-373. (New York: St. Martin's
Press, 1968} is most relevant. -

152 For an account of this expansion, see the fine article by Rarpr Davis, English
EForeign Trade, 1770-1774, «Econcmic History Review », vol. XV, no. 2, December 1962,
pp. 285-298,

153 D. A, FARNIE, The Commercial Empire of the AHanmtic 1607-1783, « Economic
History Review », vol. XV, no. 2, Deccmber 1962, csp. pp. 212214, That Wupper Valley
products found an outler «in all countries of Europe and -in Atperica » has been empha-
sized by W. HutusTtRiver end C. RocuovL, Barmen in historischer, topographischer und
statistischer Bexiebung, p. 73.

154 Elbecfeld and Barmen were typical twins whose coexistence accentuated their
respective difference; the former was a mercantile center and primarily Reformed Lu-
theran, the latter was given to manufacturing and bleaching, and the majority of jts
inhabitants was Luatheran, But despite their differences, the common bond between
them was a strong one. See, W. DieTz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 99.
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and, for the most part, vigorous in pursuit of their business affairs.”
Moreover, the Wupper valley was still an open society; anyone
making his way from below had a chance to climb the ladder of
success and in so doing invigorate the tired blood of those belonging
to the established families."® .

During this era Elberfeld continued to attract the ambitious in
search of a commercial fortune. As before, many of them hailed
from Barmen whose place, in turn, was taken by migrants from
Schwelm.” The latter flow was part of a secular movement out
of the neighboring Mark (including Schwelm) — a Prussian pos-
session — into the Duchy of Berg and especially into this area.
A major proportion of the newcomers were men of military age.
They were attracted to this valley not only because of the potential
it offered but also because they sought to escape the vexations of
the press gang. Throughout most of the Eighteenth century recruit-
ing officers roamed the Prussian lands trying to satisfy the noto-
riously Gargantuan appetites of Frederick William I and Frederick
the Great respectively for tall and brawn fellows to grace their
guard regiments.'® But whatever their motives, those settlers, who
brought with them some capital resources, turned to trading and
manufacturing while the less fortunate ones were to augment the
pool of weavers, spinners and workmen for whom, at the time,
there was a brisk demand.™

Ever since the Seventeenth century the Duchy’s demographic
upsurge reflected the twin forces of spreading domestic industry
and steady immigration. This is why by 1680 this area had sup-
posedly made good the heavy losses in manpower — about 20 per-
cent — sustained during the Thirty Years’ War. And by 1730 the

153 W. HutnsTEINER and C. RocHovL, Barmen in bistorischer, topograpbischer und
statistischer Bexiehung, p. 73 and J. V. BzEpr, Die Lobnindustrie, p. 48.

156 W. Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrang, pp. 97-99.

157 K. Goeegr, Die Zuwanderung Zwischen Reformation und Franzosenzeit, p. 43
and pp. 80 fi.

158 W, LancewiescHE (editor), Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelstadt,
p. 230.

132 Ibid. That the weavers, spinners, in short the “wage earners’ were to be rect-
uited from among the propertyless has been emphasized by J.V. Brepr, Die Lobw-
industrie, p. 48.
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population had, once again, almost doubled, which suggests a one
to one and a half percent annual increase throughout this period.'®

In this connection it is worth noting that at the time the Berg
area also enjoyed the in-migration of Protestants fleeing Cologne
whete, because of stagnation and religious intolerance, life had
become unbearable for them. The ducal authorities welcomed the
arrival of so attractive a group, composed of solid merchants and
able craftsmen. Following mercantilist practices then in vogue, such
potential subjects were considered worthy of government aid and
encouragement because of their expected contribution to the local
economy in general and to the state treasury in particular,’®*

The newcomers soon proved their worth. They simply crossed
the river and settled in Miilheim am Rhein, a sleepy burg which
within a few years they were to tutn into a bustling center of
industrial activity. The Andred brothers stood in the forefront
of this thrust. Having been granted the monopoly rights for the
manufacture of silk fabrics, in no time their new business became
a resounding success.'®

Within the principality, Elberfeld and Barmen, quite obviously,
registered the most spectacular advances. While in 1720 the twin
cities claimed a total population of less than 6000 inhabitants, this
figure rose to almost 8000 in 1747 and probably reached almost
9000 by the 1750’s.' In the case of Barmen alone, between 1698
and the mid-18th century, the annual increase was of the order of
1.65 per cent. By the standards of that day so rapid a rate of

160 Hermurn Dann, Verluste der jillich-Bergischen Landmiliz im Dreissigiahrigen
Kriege, « Diisseldotfer Jahrbuch », vol. 45 (1951}, p. 286, Dahn suggests the following
population figures: -

1600-1618 e 90 - 100.000
w0 . . . . . 70 - 80.000
led8s . . . . . . . .. 90 - 100.000
70 . . o . ... 1400 - 150.000
17:¢ . . . . . . . . . 210000-215.000
1772 . . . . . . . L. 212,000

172 . . . . . . ... 263.000

161 Lro Scriwering, Die Awswanderung protestaniischer Kaufleute aus Koln nach
Miilbeim a. Rb. I. J. 1714 (Txier: ]. Lintz, 1907), pp. 5 fL.

162 See W. LancEWIESCHR (editor), Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelstadt,
. 232 and p. 269 and H. HaackE, Barmens Bevilkerung, p. 28.

163 Ibid. The tentativeness of these figures cannot be overemphasized.
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urbanization was as noteworthy as it was symptomatic of the inten-
sity of industrial activity which had gripped the Wupper valley and
its environs during those decades.'®

As part of this overall pattern, Gemarke, one of the twelve
constituent localities of Barmen, eventually became the hub of the
boom, primarily because of its central location and its proximity
to a bridge spanning the Wupper.. Gemarke’s sudden expansion
coincided with the subdivision of the manorial estate'® and the
« communal forest» into 13 lots which were promptly purchased
by eager burghers. Within twelve months two houses had been
completed there, 13 by 1710 and the rest by 1717. In 1728 the
town hall was built in the immediate vicinity.'®

Whereas in 1698 Gemarke contained thirteen per cent of Bar-
men’s total population, its share rose to almost 22 per cent by 1747.
Twenty years later it could claim all the attributes of a city center.
The sequence of this transformation, from a sparsely populated
hamlet into a vibrant community seemingly bursting at the seams,
underscores, once more, the force unleashed by the industry being
developed here.!”

From a slightly different perspective, the changes in Barmen’s
employment structure tell the same tale. In 1709 the town claimed
55 engaged ni agriculture, 8 day laborers, 15 merchants, 41 master
bleachers, 21 journeymen bleachers, 4 linen weavers, 48 ribbon
weavers, 2 twiners, 3 shoemakers, 3 bakets, 3 blacksmiths, 3 thim-
blemakers, 6 joiners, 9 publicans, 6 petty traders, 3 coopers, 1
roofer, 3 pig dealers, 1 miller and 40 paupers. Twelve years later,
Barmen already boasted 25 merchants, 100 ribbon weavers, 15

164 W, LancewiIeSCHE (editor), Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelstadt,
pp. 230-232,

165 Roserr WicHELHAUS, Geschichte der Famifie Wilchelbaus (Diisseldorf: A. Bagel,
1922), pp. 4447,

166 1.F. Knarr, Geschichte, Statisiik und Topograpbie, pp. 180-181. Some road
construction was being started at the time as well. Moreover, in 1715 the authorities
decreed that for the next twenty-five years those settling «on Gematke» would be exempt
from al! dues, taxes and military conscription; see J. V. Brevr, Studien zur Rechtsgeschichte
von Barmen, pp. 161-162,

167 M,. Haacke, Barmens Bevolkerung, pp. 29-30. Also see V.P. SonpErianp, Die
Geschichte von Barmen im Wupperthale.., (Eberfeld: H, Biischler, 1821) (New Edition:
Beitrdge zur Geschichte und Hezmatkunde des Wuppertals [Wuppertal Born Verlag, 1963),
vol. 8, pp. 70-71,
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twiners, 56 masterbleachers, 30 journeymen bleachers, 20 tailors,
12 carpenters, 20 shoemakers and 30 petty traders. On all counts
the upward trend is obvious. And, as it were to highlight its newly
gained importance, Barmen erected, apart from its aformentioned
town hall, both its first Lutheran as well as its first Catholic
Church.®

In the case of Elberfeld, statitistics for two separate years are
not available and therefore the local expansion cannot be as readly
shown. However, the figures extant for 1702 demonstrated beyond
doubt that already at this early date Elberfeld was a community
wholly dedicated to trading in and manufacturing of textiles. In
that particular year thistown claimed in its midst 2 spinners of
waste silk, 29 knitters of trimmings and braids of various kinds,
1 comb maker, 36 linen weavers, 7 yarn winders, 3 women reelers,
8 twisters, 1 fancy weaver, 57 ribbon weavers, 4 silk carders, 2
dyers, 8 women lace knitters, 1 dresser and only 6 bleachers.
Considering the circumstances the latter figure may appear supris-
ingly low; but it is really not so when one realizes that most of the
bleaching was carried on in the rural parishes adjoining the town.
In addition, 43 shoemakers, 6 cobblers, 36 master tailors, 28 bakers,
7 butchers and a host of other craftsmen and petty traders, among
them 13 haulage men, attended to the needs of this textile center.
Finally, as one might expect, Elberfeld boasted 15 linen yarn and
thread dealers, 10 traders engaged in various kinds of transactions,
most of them probably relating to textiles, and 10 export merchants
who were the leaders and movers of this economy.'®

Even the neighboring hamlets, notably Wipperfirth, Wermels-
kirchen, Steinbach, Hiickeswagen and Larnach, were swept up in
this surge as Wupper valley merchants were to put out among the
villagers ever larger amounts of raw cotton for spinning. By 1736,

168 W LancewiescHE {editor), Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppeistads,
pp. 228-231. The master bleachers are referred to as « Lohnbleicker », which means they
all worked on order for the wealthy merchants who took care of the packaging and
“exporting of the bleached yarn or sold it to local linen and ribbon manufacturers. Also,
see V. P. SoNpERLAND, Die Geschichte von Barmen im Wupperthale, p. 73,

169 Bpnst Mutnamany, Das Elberfelder Einwobnerbuch von 170273, « Zeitschrift
des Bergischen Geschichtsvereins, vol. 64 (1936-1937), pp. 102-105.
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2000 bales were distributed in this way, each bale weighing bet-
ween 300 and 350 lbs. The thriving domestic industry continued
to prosper up until the 1760’s; then mechanically spun yarn im-
ported from England tolled the knell of this particular activity. But
notwithstanding the demise of this trade, the spinners did not suffer
unduly because almost simultaneously the merchant-manufacturers
oﬁered them new and even more proﬁtable employment opportu-
nities."™

Contemporary outsiders visiting this area were appropnately
impressed. Writing in 1715, one of them, E. Ph. Ploennies, des-
cribed Elberfeld as a town of «of distinguished merchants... and
considerable trade...». Commenting on « Amt Barmen», he ob-
served the « numerous bleachgreens where yarn is bleached with
which, in turn, traders, for the most part residing in Elberfeld, carry
on an extensive business. In addition, there are many here who
make a living by combining agricultural pursuit with weaving linen
ribbons »."!

Fourteen years later, Court Councillor Wiilffing opined that
Elberfeld « by virtue of its world commerce might be legitimately
referred to as a small Amsterdam. There are merchants here whose
wealth and business acumen can be compared to that of the Dutch...
and adjacent to the famous town of Elberfeld is the equally pleasant
locality of * Ambt Ober-und Unter-Barmen’ consisting for the most
part of linen yarn bleaching establishments and merchants of all
kinds...

A quahﬁed analogy with Dutch conditions might be equally
invoked when scrutinizing the Wupper valley political structure.
In view of the area’s overwhelmingly commercial character, it is no

170 W. LancewiescHE (editor), Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelstads,
pp. 231-232 and p. 271. Eventually these rural spinners turned to weaving « checks s
and all the othet types of half cottons for which this arca was to become well known.
Also see R. IsEnBURG, Ufuermcbm:gers iber die Entwicklung der bergischen Wollen-
industrie, p. 15.

11 Zwei geographische Beschreibungen des Herzogtums Berg aus demr ersten Drittel
des 18. Jabrbunderts, in « Zeitschrift des Bergischen Geschichtsvereins », vol. 19 (1883),
p. 97 and p. 107. :

172 Zwei geographische Beschreibungen des Herzogiums Berg aus dem em’en Dmre!
des 18. Jabrbunderts, pp. 122123,
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way surprising that for all practical purposes the rich enirepreneurs
should have constituted an indigenous oligarchy. To be sure, this
oligarchy was more open ended than similar power groupings in the
older, metropolitan centers of Holland, France and England. Never-
theless, the Elbetrfeld-Barmen merchants formed a coterie of inter-
related families who butiressed their economic domination by mo-
nopolizing, through mutual cooptation, the honorific offices within
their respective communities. They accordingly held the posts of
church warden, city alderman (including Mayor) and Garnnabrung
trustee as if by hereditary right. Thus, increasingly, these budding
merchant-princes came to shape the destinies of local life.'”

At the time, Gerhard Werner Teschemacher was the prototype
of a leading trader. Scion of an old established clan, he married
Anna Maria Wuppermant, a lady of almost identical background.
In due course he became elder of his church, city father and finally
Mayor of Barmen. Some of his account books, covering the period
1700-1740, sutvive, providing important insights into his ramified
business dealings. His activities were as impressive as they were
varied"™ Tnitially, Teschemacher brought his yarn in the traditional
centers; in such places as Minden, Hildesheim, Brunswik and
Hanover where for centuries peasants of the surrounding country-
side had eked out an existence growing and spinning flax for sale
in the Duchy of Berg. But subsequently, especially during the
second and third decades of the Eighteenth Century, Silesia became
the principal soutce of his raw material supplies. This particular
yarn was to be of vety high quality and distance was not to prove
a hurdle to its importation. Specifically, during this petiod, haulage
costs, handling charges and tolls incurred in transporting the bales

1% How narrow the base from which in the case of Elberfeld, the city fathers and
the Mayor were elected, has been carefully documented by W. Epmunp Strutz, Die
Stadt-und Gerichtsverfassung Elberfelds vom 1610-1807, « Zeitschrift des Bergischen
Geschichtsvereins », vol. 52 (1920-1921), pp. 40-46 und pp. 81-93; see also O. ScHELL,
Beitrige zur Geschichie der reformierten Gemeinde in Elberfeld, pp. 212-214 and ErnsT
Muramann, Die Namen der Elberfelder Biirgermeister alter Ordnung und ibre Dentung,
« Zeitschrift des Bergischen Geschichtsvereins », vol. 35 (1922), pp. 105-110,

174 Dr. Otro BrUceLmann, Dre Handelsbeziebungen des Elberfelder Kaufmanns
Gerbard Werner Teschemacker - Aus FEinem Kontokorrent der Jabre 1700 bis 1737,
« Jiilich-Bergische Geschichtsblitter », vol. 13, no. 1/2, Summer 1936, pp. 12 and p. 4.
- It should be noted that Teschemacher also carried on a retzil business in textiles.
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of yarn from Breslau (Silesia’s main market) to the Wupper valley
ranged from 7 to 13 per cent of the original «f.0.b.» price.””

Teschemacher dealt in bleached yarn, thread and ribbons, His
profits appear to have been handsome. According to available figures
he sold, in 1723, bleached yarn in Antwerp at 20 1/3 Stiiber pet
bale, a price which was 160 per cent above the 7 2/2 Stitber he
had paid for brown yarn. Dietz hypothesizer, on the basis of some
rough calculations, that 10 to 12 per cent of this mark-up went for
marketing expenses, between 25 and 30 to 50 and 60 per cent were
absorbed by wage costs, leaving the residual of about 100 per cent
as gross profits. Later on, as Dietz points out, the surpluses waxed
still juicier.

This, of course, suggests a generally high rate of return. But
it should also be borne in mind that, duting this period, foreign
commerce was very much a speculative venture, not least because
prices both in the raw materials as well as in the product markets
were subject to wide fluctuations. Moreover, these « profits » in-
cluded capital expenditures plus the financing of the sale of the
product which usually took more than eighteen months to mature.
At the time, cash payments were not customary in the export trade.
More typically, the Wupper valley merchants transacied their sales
by drawing bills on relatives who resided in those very localities to
which these goods were being dispatched.'”

Little is known as to the proportions of ribbons, bleached yarn
and thread sold by Teschemacher, though probably ribbons were
the most important item. Nor is there any evidence available regard-
ing the relative importance of the various outlets. But it is an
established fact that Teschemacher’s customers were spread throu-
ghout Western Europe, in France, in the Southern Netherlands and,
above all, in London and in the ports along the Dutch coast whence

145 W, Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 100-103.

L6 W, Dyetz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 104, By the 1780’s one merchant
(Engelbert Evertsen) supposedly made profits of 200 to 300 per cent on his invested
capital. .

177 W. Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnngbrung, p. 106. Inasmuch as Teschemacher
and the other leading rmerchants were Verleger, they provided the yarn for the bleachers
and rthe ribbon weavers respectively, More specifically, O. BrUseLmann, Die Hendels-
begichungen des Elberfelder Kaufneanns Gerbard Werner Teschemacker, pp. 5-6.
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these wares were re-exported to the expanding overseas markets.'”

It was a time of secular buoyancy and Teschemacher’s business
enjoyed impressive growth rates. His annual volume of sales was
worth 8700 guilders in 1705, reached 18700 in 1715, 54800 in
1730 and declined in 1735 to 48000 guilders. And given such
successes it iIs in no way surprising that when, in 1740, Teschema-
cher died, he should have left his heirs what by the standards of
the day was a considerable estate. The amount was in excess of
25000 Rthlr.'”

Similarly, all the other information about this petiod points in
the same way to an environment in which rich and knowledgeable
traders were able to make the most of a world boom in textiles.
Above all, the biographical entries concerning the dealers and manu-
facturers are most specific on this point. Peter Wichelhausen (1646-
1723) provides a classic example. He was the moving spirit behind
Gemarke’s growth and Barmen’s leading merchant. While, at this
time, other bleachers produced annually about 100 cwts. of yarn,
his output for 1721 had already reached about 300."™ According to
Werth, France was Wichelhausen’s principal outlet and he assi-
duously adapted his products to satisfy the tastes of his main custo-
mers. He even set up dye shops for this purpose. In due course,
his manufacture florished and the profits to be de;‘ived from this
business proved quite exceptional.™

But in spite of these achievements Wichelhausen was not con-
tent to rest on his laurels. More ambitiously, he was for ever seeking
new spheres of activity In 1692, he applied and was promptly
granted the monopoly privilege for the making of thimbles. His
entrepreneurial expectations were to be more than satisfied. Already
five years later he petitioned for land to be granted to him in order
to set up a second thimble manufacture. Finally, he asked and was

178 W. Dnerz, Die Wupperialer Garnnahrung, pp. 102-103 and pp. 105-106.

179 W. Diaerz, Die Wuppertaler Garunahrung, pp. 106-107.

180 R. WicHELHAUS, Gerchichte der Familie Wichelbaus, pp. 47448, In 1727, one
of Barmen's important dealers bleached 242 cwis. of yarn. He, too, was a major bene-
factor in the area, See Avorr WeatH, Uber dic Hife im Werth zu Barmen und den
Ausbau derselben zu einem Orte, «Zeitschrift des Bergischen Geschichtsvereins», vol. VI
{1880), p. 140.

18l Ibid.
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given space and permission to build housing for Dutch workers he
had recruited for this particular endeavor.'®

His eldest son Peter (1699-1772) continued as a rich merchant.
But it was above all his two youngest sons, Johannes (1704-1781)
and Peter Caspar (1706-1783), who expanded the paternal business
and considerably incteased the family wealth. As life long bachelors
the two brothets became Barmen’s principal philanthropists; their
handsome legacies to the church and to various charitable insti-
tutions were eloquent testimony to theit commercial successes.’™
In this connection it is also interesting to note that some of their
gains had been invested in land.”® This particular investment pro-
pensity would suggest that the wealthiest among the local capitalists
at times experienced difficulties in finding safe and profitable outlets
in commerce for the surpluses accumulated in the course of their
business activities. This, of course, is a predicament typical of an
economy that has not as yet experienced the industrial revolution.'”

As a member of one of the founding families, Peter Wupper-
mann, a wealthy and active merchant, was no less impressive. When
he died in 1682, he left his heirs not only a large inventory of yarn
and ribbons but also, as referred to eatlier, a sizable amount of cash
(4000 Rthlr.) plus debts still to be collected from Iennep and
Amsterdam clients. Notwithstanding his riches, Wuppermann re-
mained, according to the account of his grandson, 2 man of simple
tastes who still walked to the Frankfurt fair. His sons Peter and
Hildebrand and, in turn, his grandson Johannes continued the
family business, bleaching yarn and manufacturing ribbons.’®

The prospering state of this valley and the potential for gain
available to capitalists was equally evident among the Bredts, a
family whose ancestor were also among the eatliest settlers in the
area. True to form and tradition, the Bredts bleached yarn and
produced ribbons. In so doing they came to accumulate ever greater

182 1hid.

183 R, WicneLHAUS, Geschichte der Familie Wilchelbaus, pp. 32-33.

184 Tbid,

185 See H.J. Hasaxxux, The English Land Market in the Eighteemth Cemtury, in
« Btitain and the Netherlands», J.S. Bromley and E.H. Kossman (editors) (London:
Chatto and Windus, 1960), pp. 154-173 and espec. pp. 168 fI.

186 H.F. Macco, Geschichte der Familie Wuppermann, p. 30 and p. 33.
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wealth which they channeled into the enlargement of their busi-
nesses and into good deeds. Consequently, they were to distinguish
themselves as benefactors of their church and as community
leaders.””

Under this relentless pressure of expanding wealth, social mores
had to change. Slowly but surely, the habits of Spartan life, which
so far had been a hallmark of the local scene and had been deeply
ingrained among all inhabitants irrespective of rank or class, gave
way to a different tone and outlook. No longer were luxuries neces-
sarily viewed as a sin to be avoided at all cost. The new posture
the mercantile élite adopted was in part an instinctive response to
growing affluence, in part a conscious effort to live up to what they
believed to be their new station in life. From now on, the acqui-
sition of expensive possessions was to be as much a badge of
distinction as it was the result of deliberate strategy planned by the
rich dealers to enhance their commercial and political status.'

As has been pointed out, the Wichelhaus residence, built in
1701, reflected Rococo influences and as such marked the beginning
of a new era.'® Many of the rich merchants, who had spent years
of apprenticeship in cosmopolitan cities and who subsequently
maintained close contact with clients all over Europe, were now
ready to absorb some of the tastes and fashions they had experienced
abroad. They increased the number of servants in their households,
kept riding horses in their stables and sent their daughters to finish-
ing schools.” Above all, they were to build their new houses
expressing awareness of the current styles.” Moreover, on those

187 1, V., Breor, Geschichte der Familie Bredt, pp. 61-63 and Joun Vicror Brepr,
Geschichte der Familie Siebel (Marburg: John Hamel, 1937), pp. 169-171 for a pen
portrait of the merchantbleacher and philanthropist Peter Liversen.

188 J.V. Brevt, Geschichte der Familie Bred:, pp. 23-24.

189 R. WicnELHAUS, Geschichte der Familie Wichelbaus, pp. 54-35.

190 J. V. BrepT, Geschichte der Familic Brede, p. 24 and E. Mutsmany, Das Elber
felder Einwobnerbuck von 1702-1703, p. 109. Also, the coments of the chronicler Merken
regarding girls’ finishing schools in ¥. Kerst, Aus der alten Wuppertaler Chronik,
op. 42-44.

191 This particoler impact on Berg architecture as reflected in the houses of the
leading merchants has been emphasized by O. ScueLL, Einige Beitrdge zur historischen
Entwicklung des bergischen Hauses, in « Zeitschrift des Bergischen Geschichtsvereins »,
vol. 38 (1905), p. 330.
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occasions when the reigning sovereign visited the twin cities, they
entertained the Duke lavishly and offered him munificent gifts.
Undoubtedly, pride in their wealth as reflecting their achievements
was one of the reasons for their display of luxury.”

Whatever their motive, this type of self-assertiveness was a far
cry from the rustic modesty of a Pliicker or a Peter Wuppermann
whose inverted snobbery made a fetish of their parsimony. By
contrast, the generation of traders reaching its ptime during the
1730’ and 1740’s would have none of such meekness. Irrevocably
it turned its back upon its peasant heritage, ready to assume the role
of an urban gentry. Indeed, looking down from some of their
portraits, with their fancy wigs, lace studded silk coats and spouses
to match, these mid-18th century merchants exude the confidence,
if not quite the power, of 2 bourgeoisie able to command respect
from the world-at-large.””

But there was another side to the local scene. The capitalist
impetus which had catapulted the dealers into prominence and
wealth was also the one which had created an atmosphere of popular
reaction against them. By their very nature, entrepreneurial acti-
vities, as practiced by these merchant-princes, underminded tra-
ditional relationships. In turn, those adversely affected by the
erosion of the status quo, craftsmen, petty dealers and the menu
people generally, opposed the new order and vented their displea-
sure upon the worthies who seemed most directly responsible for it.
There were others again, those from the middling ranks, who simply
disliked these leading families for their grand manner and their
arrogant ways. Whether this type of resentment was central to
scheme of things or just a marginal phenomenon is difficult to
assess. However, the existence of discontent during this period
seems beyond dispute.™

Local historians have usually devoted considerable attention to

192 1,V, Breot, Geschichte der Familie Bredt, p. 24.

153 1. V. BrEvT, Geschichte der Fumilie Bredt, pp. 62-23 and Kar1 Lonmever, Die
Barmer Familie Keuchen und ibr Grundbesitz im 18. Jahrbundert, « Zeitschrift des Ber-
gischen Geschichtsvereins », vol. 44 (1911), p. 114.

14 For comments regarding the environment that led to this revivaiism. See
W. Dietz, Die Wauppertaler Garnnahbrung, p. 109,
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the religious revivalism that swept through this valley during the
18th century. Unfortunately, none of the chroniclers ever probed
the social origins of such a movement. Yet the possibility of a
connection, between chiliastic stirrings and widespread social ma-
laise, appears not too far fetched even though, to date, evidence on
this score has not been forthcoming.””

During the 1730’s, millenianism reached a high pitch. The
Ellerians, named after their charismatic leader Elias Eller, became
restive as relations between them and the majority progressively
worsened.”™ By 1737 the adherents of this sect had tired of life in
Elberfeld and decided to leave their homesites and seek their
Jerusalem in the neighboring hamlet of Ronsdorf.' The new
habitat was to prove a most propitious setting. Soon after their
arrival in this locality the Ellerians established a thriving ribbon
manufacture and thereby laid the foundations for a prospering com-
munity as well. By 1741 they had set up a Latin School. Four
years later the authorities raised this village to the tank of town
and gave it a court of law. In time the ruling Duke, Carl Theodor,
must have been appropriately impressed by the developments. In
1747 he paid a visit to Ronsdorf and was received by the local
inhabitants with due pomp and circumstance."

By their commercial achievements the Ellerians enhanced those
very forces of economic expansion and change against which they,

195 The possible relationship between industrial work and a religious dissent was
raised by Frieprice CHrisTOP MULLER, Choragraphie von Schwelm - Anfang and Versuch
einer Topographie der Grafschaft Mark - 1789 (edited by W. Crone) (Schwelm: Schwelmer
Tageblatt, 1922), p. 30. )

196 GERHART WERNER, Die Stillen in der Stadt - Eine Betrachtung iiber die Sekien,
Freikivchen und Glaubensgemeinschaften Wuppertals {Wuppertal: Hans Putty, 1964),
pp. 17-19. Elias Eller was a ribbon weaver who through hard work and prudent marriage
to the rich widow of his former employer tose to be an impertant ribbon manufacturer.
He was, undoubtedly, a man of considerable talent and great encrgy. He also proved
himself a shrewd politician. To his detractors he appeared as a fraudulent schemer and
as a lechet.

157 For some comments that the « children of Zion » are about to leave the thriving
community of Elberfeld, see the report prepared in 1740 by the Prussian official Miintz,
Vicror Loewe, Eine politisch-oekonomische Beschreibung des Herzogtums Berg aus dem
Jabr 1740, « Beitrdge 2ur Geschichte des Niederrheins - Jahrbuch des Diisseldotfer Gesch-
ichtsvereins », vol. 15 (1900), p. 171.

198 K, WOLFRATH, Bénder aws Ronsdorf, pp. 18-19 and J.V. Breor, Die Loba-
industrie, pp. 60-61.
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qua dissidents, had originally reacted. The dialectic of success
emasculated, as it were, the radical implications of their mille-
nia. They continued to espouse the chiliastic teachings as part
of their religious ritual. But eventually these doctrines were to lose
their erstwhile fervor given the affluence of the Ronsdotf manu-
facturers and the speed with which they were being absorbed into
the local establishment.

During the same period, though on a somewhat different plain
of social discourse, the linen weavers were resisting the pressures
generated against them by a buoyant environment. Within this
area the linen weavers were a new group. While at the beginning
of the century there had been but a handful of them in the twin
cities, their numbers had grown to about 300 masters and 300
journeymen by the 1730’s. The increase reflected the recent expan-
sion of this trade within the district and more specifically its resound-
ing success in world markets. Apart from bed spreads and half
cotton pieces, the staple product consisted of blue and white
checkered fabrics used as garments for slaves on plantations.”

The linen weavers were recruited among the ribbon weavers,
the sons of cotters and small peasants and, as suggested earlier,
among the ranks of young men fleeing the Prussian press gang
in the neighboring Matk.®™ WWhatever their background, they all
joined the trade within the framework of a domestic industry. In
his own house, the master, his family and his journeymen were to
be engaged in a joint effort. Women and children, as expected, pet-
formed the ancillary activities, leaving the men to weave the yarn.
The raw material had been put out to them by a Verleger who, in
turn, collected the fabric and paid the master for it on a piece rate
basis. Given this mode of production, the weaver was increasingly

199 W. Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 113. The use of cotton within the
linen trade, gave this manufacture a powerful impetus. According to Dietz, raw cotton
was initialty brought into the Wupper valley as part of the import trade in colonial
products. This local pattern would help corroborate the suggestive hypothesis advanced
by Eric Hoespawnm that... « The cotton industry was launched, like a glider, by the pull
of the colonial trade to wich it was attached.. », The Age of Revoiution Europe 1789-
1848 (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1262), pp. 33-34.

200 . V. Breor, Die Lobnindustrie, p. 48.
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dependent upon his rich employer and despite his formal artisan
status became, for all practical purposes, a domestic wage earner.™

Against such a background of social stress, efforts by the linen
weavers to improve their Jot was a most natural reaction. They
tried to exploit the propitious conjuncture of rising demand for
their particular services by launching a bid for a guild of their own.
They were to be granted their wish in 1738.%2

So prompt a response to craft demands by the authorities was, in
part at least, due to the conjuncture of special circumstances. At the
time there seemed little love lost between the Catholic officials resi-
dent in the valley and the merchant élite consisting entirely of either
Lutherans or Reformed Lutherans. Consequently, the local burea-
curats were only too willing to support the formation of an institution
that could conceivably emerge as a countervailing force against the
all powerful Garnnabrung dominated by the Protestant worthies.”

Despite its trappings the new guild was no more a craft
corporation of the traditional type than the Garnnabrung. Loosely
organized, a characteristic of such groups in the 18th century, the
linen weavers’ guild was essentially an organization meant to protect
the craftsman in his new status as domestic wage earner® This is
why its first task was to control and possibly reduce the supply of
domestic weavers; by limiting the number of apprentices per master
and by regulating entry into the trade. Furthermore, the new guild
forbad local entreprenenrs to distribute yarn among unincorporated
“weavers living outside the twin cities, thus hoping to eliminate,
within Elberfeld-Barmen, the competitive pressures exerted by
neighboring Schwelm.™ Frederick the Great’s efforts to promote a
weaving industry throughout the Mark, and especially in Schwelm,
had resulted in the creation of a source of cheap labor which the
Wupper valley merchants were anxious to utilize.*

201 Orro ScueLL, Geschichte der Siadt Elberfeld (Elberfeld: Baederksche Buch-und
Kunsthandlung und Buchdruckerei, 1900), pp. 238 ff.

22 Karr Seannacer, Die Grindung der Leinenweberzunit in Elberfeld und Barmen
im Oktober 1738, « Zeirtschrift des Bergischen (Geschichtsveteins », vol. 30 (1894}, p. 181,

203 W, Dierz, Die Wuppertsler Gannabrung, p. 114,

204 K. SpaNNAGEL, Die Griindung der Leinenmweberzunft, p.” 196.

205 K. SeannaceL, Die Griindung der Leinenweberzunft, p. 186.

26 J.V. Brent, Die Lobnindustrie, p. 51.
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But this injunction appeared to have been of limited effecti-
veness. The guild was no more able than the Garnnabrung, with
respect to bleaching, to put a complete stop to the practice of sending
yarn to be woven outside the confines of its jurisdiction. The
reason why such smuggling persisted is obvious: the Mark pro-
vince, and Schwelm in particular, still enjoyed a rural setting where
living costs and land rents were lower than in the more urbanized
context of the Wupper valley.®

The local weavers were adversely affected by continued outside
competition. For them these specific pressures constituted an ad-
ditional irritant superimposed as it were upon their general pro-
blems created by capitalist penetration. The result was that these
artisans never quite shared in the benefits of rapid expansion which
the linen industry and especially the weaving sectot- experienced
throughout the first half of the 18th century®® Their earnings
declined; at best, they temained stationary as the immigration of
weavers from outside the Duchy could not be stopped. Moreover,
the weavers’ plight was further aggravated by a tacit agreement
among the merchant-manufacturers to maintain existing wage levels
by not bidding for each other’s employees.”

Internal dissensions, weakening the guild since its inception,
were evidence that the clash of opposing interests was not limited
to dealings between merchants and craftsmen, Industrial expansion
had exacerbated the master-journeyman relationship as well.?
Eventually, growth made even the mastercraftsmen turn against
each other when a few of them waxed rich and ascended, for all
intents and purposes, into the capitalists class.!

27 Ibid. In the Matk there were already 651 people, plying 279 looms, who were
exclusively engaged in working for Berg merchant-manufacturers, Also see O. ScueLL,
Geschichte der Stadt Elberfeld, p. 240, '

208 W. Duerz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 113,

209 ArpHons TuuN, Die Industrie am Niederrbein und ibre Arbeiter, Staats-und
Socialwissenschaftliche Forschungen {Lelpmg, Duncker and Humblot, 1879), book II,
part. II, section III, pp. 184-187.

20 J. V. Breor, Die Lobnindustrie, p. 52. Journeymen bur received one half of the
piece rate paid by the Verleger; the rest was pocketed by the master as the « wages of
supetrvision ».

201 A, Tuun, Die Industrie am Niederrbein und ibre Arbeiter, book 11, part 11,
section 111, pp. 182-183,
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These fortunate few expanded their workshops and integrated
production by adding to their traditional activity the preparation
of the linen yarn and the finishing of the completed fabric. Thus
they claimed an ever larger share of the available supply of jour-
neymen. The smaller masters, disadvantaged by thesg developments,
protested vehemently. Above all, they resented the manner in which
they wete denuded of their work force. Because of their im-
pecuniousness they were unable to provide the better lodgings
and better food that constituted, in a period when payment in kind
still predominated, the principal attraction for the journeymen to
work for a larger master.”

Consequently, the smaller masters called upon the government
to put an end to the competitive bidding within the labor market.
The ducal government complied and in 1754 passed an order
making it illegal to give journeymen warm food at suppertime.
- Even the serving of hot coffee or. tea was specifically forbidden.
The same edict enumerated a list of foods, with relevant substitutes,
that the masters could give their journeymen.

Not surprisingly, all these efforts, purporting to attenuate
excessive competition in the labor market and thereby save the
small master from ruin, were doomed to fail. They ran counter to
the drift of events. The food and the renumeration which the more
substantial masters offered their journeymen could not be effectively
controlled. More significantly, the journeymen were being increas-
ingly paid in money wages. Thus they came to buy their own food,
which, in turn, rendered the food list with its ancillary rules
otiose.””

The master-bleachers were confronted by similar difficulties.
Despite their ancient tradition as a local craft, and despite their
membership in the area’s most venerable corporation — the Garn-
nabrung —, they were hard put by the advance of capitalist irruption
in ever more sophisticated forms. The specific «backwash» to
progress from which the bleachers suffered came by way of a
« scissor movement ». On the one hand, they were exposed to the

02 [hid.
213 1bid. and K. SpanwaceL, Die Griindung der Leinenweberzunft, pp. 192 1.
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pressures of the Mark bleacheries. The competition of these latter
establishments became more intense because of lower production
costs and because of the energetic support given them by Frederick
the Great. In view of such strategic advantages acctuing to the
Mark firms, it is in no way surprising that, in defiance of strict
rules against outside bleaching, some of the Wupper valley dealers
persisted in this illegal practice thereby jeopardizing the very exis-
tence of the indigenous craftsmen

On the other hand, the bleachers of Elberfeld and Barmen faced
increasing living costs and, to the extent that most of them were
tenants, rising rents for the bleachgreens they leased. Given so -
unfavorable a constellation of market forces as far as they were
concerned, the local bleachers were intent to counteract these
inpropitious circumstances by bleaching with the use of various
chemicals. By so doing, they hoped to lower costs as they expedited
the process of production. The dealers, in turn, feared a deterioration
in the quality of the product and therefore reacted to these new
methods by pressing the Garmnabrung to reiterate its uncompro-
mising stand against unnatural bleaching. Though a reminder
regarding such a prohibition was promptly issued, the order was
largely ignhored. Eventually, of course, whitening with the aid of
chemicals became the rule.?”

These stresses and strains threatening the social order did not
inhibit the steady advance which was a hallmark of the Wupper
valley throughout the first half of the 18th century.?® Not even
the many wars which during this period darkened the European
scene, nor the periodic famines and financial crises, impeded the

214 A. Tuun, Die Industrie am Niederrbein und ibre Arbeiter, book 11, part II,
section III, pp. 171-172. Frederick the Great granted to these bleachers exemption from
military service and premiums in support of their efforts, Also see ]J. V. Brepr, Die
Lobnindustrie, p. 31.

215 A, THun, Die Industrie am Niederrbein und ibre Arbeiter, book II, part II,
section HI, p. 169 and H. RinGEL, Bedingungen der Wirtschaftsentwicklung, p. 44.

216 By the 1750's « Amt Barmen» had reached a population of 4500; the com-
munity of Gemarke expanded spectacularly and already extended into several adjacent
hamlets. The other localities that were part of Barmen also enjoyed respectable growth
rates; notably Wichlinghausen, Rittershausen, Heckinghausen. See W. LANGEWIESCHE
(editor}, Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelstadt, pp. 231-232.
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atea’s economic progress.”” Local buoyancy seemed unquenchable.

The twin cities” bleached yarn continued to enjoy a fine reputation
and a correspondingly brisk demand in wotld markets.*® The other
branches of the textile trade fared equally well, most notably the
manufacture of braids and ribbons, made of linen with an admixture
of cotton or silk,” At the same time, the valley’s most recent
activity, half cottons (the so-called « Siamoisen »), experienced a
massive upswing.”

This sort of success was to feed on itself as a spirit of optimism
and a penchant for experimentation had seized the commercial
imagination. The Elberfeld-Barmen merchants exuded the con-
fidence one observes among men who never had to tolerate failure.
Flushed with the profits that betokened their triumphs throughout
this secular boom, the entrepreneurs were continuously seeking new
outlets for what appeared to be their underemployed talents and
their surplus funds.”

By the 1740’s and 1750’s they accordingly introduced into the
valley the weaving of silk ribbons, fancy ribbons (with all kinds of
embroidery) and the manufacture of silk fabrics, With respect to
the latter, the Andred brothers in Miilheim a. Rh. were to protest
most resolutely that for this branch of the textile industry they
alone had been granted monopoly privileges within the Duchy.
Consequently within the Wupper valley efforts along those lines were
to be temporarily postponed. But in spite of such an injunction,

217 For the ups and downs of the Furopean economy during the 18th century from
the vantage point of the United Kingdom, see the well known study by T.S. AsuToN,
Economic Fluctuations in England 1700-1800 (Oxford: Clarenden Press, 1959, esp.
chapter 6; conclusions).

218 At the time France was the principal customer for the bleached yarn and for
the various types of ribbons. See W. HurHsTEINER and C. RocHoLL, Barmen in bistor-
ischer, topographischer und statistischer Beviehung, o, 73.

2% W. LangewikscHE (editor}, Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelsiade,
p. 274 and W. Hurnstemner and C. Rocuorr, Barmen in bistorischer, topographischer
und statistischer Beziebung, p. 74.

2% Ihid. :

221 This expansion coincides with the beginning of the rather happy reign of Carl
Theodor. Industrial growth went hand in hand with increased diversification of manu-
facturing output. See W. LanceEwiescHE (editor), Beschreibung und Geschichle dieser
Doppelstadt, p. 130.
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official directives in no way crampted the vigorous style displayed
by Berg entrepreneurship.”

Moreover, the local dealers expanded their hitherto more limited
role to become the grands marchands of the whole region. They
took in commission or traded on their own account Crefeld silks,
Solingen wares and the various other products of the Lower Rhi-
neland. Increasingly, exports and imports, covering an ever wider
radius, moved by virtue of the Berg traders’ commercial acumen
and their financial resources.””” The opening, in 1754, of the first
Elberfeld Bank, « Gebriider Ketsten », confirmed the organic pattern
of this evolution. At the same time, the new institution was
symbolic of the age.™

Over the years this particular firm had dealt most successfully
in the export of textile articles and, to some extent, at least, in
the import of colonial products. By the vety natute of their inter-
national business, Abraham Kersten and his sons had become in-
volved in all kinds of financial transactions. It is therefore not
surprising that in the end they should have decided to specialize
in the provision of banking services which in the area were sadly
lacking and which, if supplied, promised handsome returns.”

Such pioneering activity helped, most significantly, in establish-
ing the nucleus of a local money market. Henceforth, available
savings were to be more effectively channelled into profitable invest-
ments, Even the workings of the credit mechanism underlying
foreign commerce became more efficient as the Valley’s merchants
wanting to purchase or discount bills of exchange no longer had

222 Y. Langewiescue (editor}, Beschreibung und Geschichie dieser Doppelstad:,
p. 274 and ).V, Brept, Die Lobnindustrie, p. 539. Because of their far-flung business
connections the Wupper valley merchants were in an excellent position not only to
become acquainted with the various new manufacturing ventures being practiced in the
Western World (notably in France and Holland) but also to assess the economic feasibility
of these activities. Besides the twin cities’ dealers had the necessary capital that enabled
them to assume the role of focal innovators.

23 A Tuuw, Die Industrie am Niederrbein und ibre Arbeiter, book II, part. II,
section I1I, p. 170.:

224 H. Kurzrock, 200 Jabre von der Heydt-Kersten Séhne, p. 1617,

223 H. Kurzrock, 200 Jahre von der Heydit-Kersten S6bne, p. 10-12. For « an inter-
pretation of banking as originating, in the commerce of notes and drafts rather than in
loans and deposits », see GEorce V. Tavror, Types of Capitalismr in Eighteenth-Century
France, p. 486, fin. 2,

356



From Monopoly to Laissex-faire: The Early Growth of the Wupper Valley Textile Trades

to rely on the services provided by out of town banking houses.
By virtue of these new institutions (including those that followed
in the Kersten footsteps), doing business in the twin cities’ had
been endowed with additional advantages. And the long run im-
plications of this innovation were equally favorable: the indigenous
forces of progress were given a powerful boost for years to come.”

V.

The period 1746-1756 marks the beginning of that strong,
secular boom that spanned most of the second half of the 18th
century. Throughout this decade many new firms came into exist-
ence. For the most part these businesses were headed by novi
homines bent on success by making goods previously unknown in
the valley and by applying novel techniques of production and
organization” The manufacture of bed linen and materials, for
use as sailors’ shirts stood in the forefront of these innovations. The
latter fabrics complemented the manufacture of « Siamoisen », the
half cotton pieces, which had been introduced into the area during
the thirties and which, at this particular stage, enjoyed a very
notable rate of expansion.”

At the same time, bleaching and the traditional activities based
on the use of fine yearn thrived as well. Those working along
established lines enlarged the range of their offerings, of ribbons,
cords, braids and all kinds of other small wares known as « Barmen
articles ». Improved contraptions wete being added to the ribbon
foom in order to raise the effectiveness and the variety of weaving
fancy items.”

225 W. LancEwieScHE (editor), Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelsiadt,
‘p. 239 and E. StruTz, Bergische Wirtschaftsgeschichte, p. 366 emphasizes the beginning
of a new era. :

227 W, Hutustener and C. RocHorL, Barmen in historischer, topographischer, und
statistischer Beziebung, p. 73.

228 E, STRUTZ, Bergische Wirtschaftsgeschichte, pp. 366-367.

229 W. LancEwiescHe (editor), Barmen in historischer, fopograpbischer und stat-
istischer Beziehung, p. 73 and F. KersT, Aus der Alten Wuppertaler Chronik, p. 42.
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To some extent at least, the rapid growth of local manufacturing
was only feasible because the valley’s entrepreneurs were able to
draw on the labor supply of the adjacent localities in the Berg area.
Some of the communities — Lennep, Hiickeswagen, Radevorm-
wald — boasted an ancient tradition of woolen cloth manufacturing.
At mid-century this industry happened to be in the doldrums, a
state of affairs which facilitated the mobilization of these inhabitants
to spin and weave cotton and linen.”® Besides, ever since the
Forties, some fo the Wuppet valley merchant-manufacturers began
to put out linen and cotton for weaving not only in the Mark but
also in localities on the left bank of the Rhine; especially in the
Gladbach-Rheydt district.”*

In turn, the dynamic of this forward thrust altered the functional
division of roles between the twin cities’ and the valley’s economic
structure in general. So far, Barmen and its environs had specialized
in bleaching and the manufacturing of ribbons while Elberfeld was
the region’s commercial center. Henceforth, Barmen continued to
depend on the products of the bleachgreens and the ribbon loom.
However, from now on, Elberfeld, in addition to its mercantile
activities, engaged, on an ever larger scale, in the manufacture of
fabrics. In due course, the latter branch achieved a key position
within the valley.”® This also meant that within this politicy the
newcomers, crowding into this particular sphere, were given the
chance to gain the prominence that was being accorded - men of
substance.”

As on previous occasions, the sweep of this textile boom
engulfed all aspects of the local economy. Social capital — includ-
ing the « infrastructure » — was among the first to feel the pressure

20 R. IsensurG, Untersuchungen iiber die Emtwicklung der bergischen Wollen-
industrie, p. 15 and W. Hariress, Aus Hilckeswagens Vorzeit, « Zeitschrift des Bergischen
Geschichtsvereins », vol. 25 (1889), p. 87.

231 H. Rineer, Bedingungen der Wirtschaftsentwicklung, p. 48.

22 W, Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 128 refers specifically to Barmen’s
continued specialization in «small wares» Elberfeld came to concenirate on the manufac.
ture of fabrics.

233 E. Strurz, Bergische Wirtschafisgeschichte, p. 366 emphasized that innovations
in manufacturing wete primarily carried on by newcomers,
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of increasing demand.® It was a decidely rural context within

which the Berg area process of industrialization evolved ? This is
why this area possessed none of that extra margin, with respect to
housing and transportation, one might occasionally observe in me-
dieval type settings, where after perfunctory repairs, abandoned
buildings and roads, belonging to an earlier age, can be hastily
resurrected to meet the exigencies of current progress. In this
frontier-like atmosphere no such aid from the past to sustain the
claims of the present could be expected. Shortages of amenities of
any kind had to be made good by the determined efforts on the part
of contemporaries.

In 1738 Peter Wichelhausen’s widow died. Her heirs disposed
of parts of Rolingswerth, the family estate, in small lots. By so
doing they sparked a building boom within the Gemarke district
of Barmen that lasted until 1761. Whole-blocks of new streets
appeared on the scene.” The consequences were to be similar
when, in 1753, Barmen’s chief official, Judge Alhaus, decided to
replenish the state treasury by subdividing the ducal estate Dor-
nerhof and auctioning off the plots of land. The various holdings
were promptly taken up by eager customers in need of housing to
live and work in. Construction on this particular location continued
throughout the Sixties, And once again a series of new sections
of town were established.?”’ '

The success of private initiative in supplying the additional
services so necessary for the _rowth of Wupper Valley manufactur-
ing was, at least in part, due to the foresight and support proffered
by the authorities. The aforementioned Judge Alhaus, who was
the local embodiment of state power, behaved very much in the

234 As regards the pressute on the roed from Batmen to Elberfeld, see V. P, SonDER-
LaND, Die Geschichte von Barmen im Wupperthale, p. 128.

235 Especially Barmen still appeared like an overgrown village. See 'W. Dietz, Die
Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 128.

236 A Wertn, Uber die Héfe ime Werth, p. 142.

237 Whereas until then the annual rent accruing to the state from the lease of the
Dérnerhof amounted to 39 Rihlr,, Alhaus immediately realized 10182 Rihlr. in letting
these lots on heriditary leases, Besides, form then on these hereditary tenants paid in
addition an annual quit rent of 749 Rthlr. For details regarding the subdivision of the
Dérnerhof, see V. P. SonvERLAND, Die Geschichte von Barmen im Wupperthale, pp. 97-98.
and above all J. V. Brept, Studien zu Rechtsgeschichte von Barmen, pp. 162.168.
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then fashionable tradition of a Dutch-type metcantilist administrator.
He not only seemed to appreciate the benefits accruing to govern-
ment and society from the extension of industrial activity but he
appeared equally alive to the desirability of official intervention
on behalf of an enlarged and more effective « infra-structute » that
would invigorate the entrepreneurial climate.”®

In 1748, Alhaus decided to press, in the name of the Duke,
for the widening of the road leading from Rittershausen, via the
center of Barmen, to Elberfeld. Given his status, Alhaus may
not have possessed the power to do anything about the Wupper
valley’s woefully inadequate connections with the outside world.
But he was at least able to make his contribution to intra-district
transportation and he did so with élan, eliminating all the obstacles
that stood in the way of the program.”” He immediately engaged
in negotiation with those who had to cede the land for the enlar-
gement of the thoroughfare, he arranged for a loan of 7630 Rthlr.
to be raised by Barmen to pay the constructiton costs and he even-
tually petitioned the provincial government in Diisseldorf to put at
his disposal troops to do the actual work after he had been unable
to secure locally the necessary labor force

With military aid the improved highway was opened to traffic
in 1752. All indications suggest that the project was acclaimed
a success. In any event, during the following year Alhaus was, once
more, busy building another road, this one connecting Wichling-
hausen with Wiilfing. And at the same time, he had another road
paved with stones.? _

To judge by all his accomplishments, Alhaus must have been a

238 For an evaluation of Johann Carl Friedrich Alhauos, see the comment in V. P.
SonDERLAND, Die Geschichte von Barmen in Wapperihale, p. 94 fin, and J.F. Kwnarr,
Geschichte Statistik und Topographie, pp. 181-182,

232 In his efforts Alhaus appears to have enjoyed the support of some leading merch-
ants. For some vontemporary commentaties regarding the abysmal conditions of this
particular road and the difficulties encountered by those trying to ovetcome the objections
of the men who did not care about the improvements, see Karl LouMEYER, Die Barmer
Familie Kenchen und ibr Grundbesitz im 18. Jabrbundert, pp. 110111,

240 YV, P. SonperLaND, Die Geschichte von Barmen im Wupperthale, pp. 9495,

241 KARL SPANNAGEL, Barmen im sichenjibrigen Kriege - Eine Beckmannsche Chronik,
« Zeitschrift des Bergischen Geschichisvereins », vol. 26 (1890), pp. 99-100 and V. P.
SonpERLAND, Die Geschichte von Barmen in Wupperthale, p. 94.
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man of many parts.”* He was not content to confine his attention
to the transportation sector of social overhead capital. Simul-
taneously, he was concerned with the provision of all the amenities
that might raise the quality of life of the people under his jurisdiction
and thereby, indirectly at least, increase the area’s productive effi-
ciency as well. In 1752 he set up the first local poor house and,
in addition, outlined a scheme that was to rationalize the town’s
eleemosynary activties. Soon after, he was energetically pursuing
measures to combat the pilfering of yarn left to whiten on the
bleachgreens. This abuse had gone on for ages and had inflicted
losses upon the industry.?? Finally, Alhaus stood in the forefront
of a plan to provide Barmen’s growing Catholic community with a
new church plus burial ground **

But to enumerate some of the contributions rendered by an
official, however meritorious, is not meant to exaggerate the extent
and significance of governmental action. At the time, bureaucratic
endeavor was strictly confined to set the pace by the example of a
few projects. For when all is said and done, most of the social over-
head capital created during this period still derived from private ini-
tiative; a goodly portion of it the result of the profit motive (as in
the aforementioned case of new housing) — the rest due to com-
munal action on the part of some religious denomination.*”

In either instance, the rich traders were the moving spirits,
They were the ones who possessed the requisite funds to be chan-
nelled into investments and into charitable foundations. Besides,
more so than other mortals, they had the spare time and the organiz-

242 Tt should be remembered that Alhaus took the side of the linen weavers when
they tried to improve their bargaining position pis & vis their cmployers; see above, p. 37.
For a critical stance regarding Alhaus, see AvoLF WerTH, Die Verhaftung des lutherischen
Pastors Spitzbarth durch Richter Albaus in Barmen, « Monatsschrift des Bergischen
Geschichtsvereins », vol. 7, no, 5, May 1900, pp. 9899, Also see Abgezwungene Besch-
werang der Kommerzianten und Fabricanten des Amts Barmen wider Richter Albaus
Bedriicker und Verfolger - 6 Mirz 1759. AvoLe WerTH {editor), « Monatsschrift des Ber-
gischen Geschichtsvereins », vol. 7, no. 7, July 1300, pp. 143-144.

243 V. P. SoNDERLAND, Die Geschichte von Barmen im Wupperthale, pp. 9536,

244 V. P. SonperLaN, Die Geschichte von Barmen im Wupperthale, p. 98.

245 The Andreii brothers, for example, provided houses for their workmen, particul-
arly for those whom they recruited into Miilheim, see Franz Tureopor CrAMER, Gewerbe,
Handel und Verkehrswesen der Freibeit Miilheim a. Rb. im 18. Jabrundert, p. 85, ftn. 3.
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ing experience to get things done. Most important of all, these « wor-
thies » sensed more keenly than their less affluent contemporaries
the importance of adequate social amenities in preserving and
cementing the cohesiveness and stability of society. Thus in the
Wupper valley an instinctive understanding of these social re-
lationships was, so it appears, as significant a factor in upholding
civic responsibility as the prevalence of a religious code that stressed
the duties of the elect.

In 1744 a Lutheran Church with a preacher of its own was
provided for rapidly growing Wichlinghausen.” Four years later,
booming Lower Barmen, still part of the Elberfeld parish, was
granted, by the elders of the local church, the necessary funds to set
up a reformed Lutheran School and hire a teacher. During the same
period, communal improvements of a secular provenance made
similar headway; in 1747 Barmen strengthened its fire fighting
service by purchasing new equipment while in 1754 a new bridge
was built, crossing the Wupper from the southern part of the
recently subdivided Dornerthof. By the standards of the day, all
these accomplishments were not insignificant; they betokened a
vibrant society doing everything possible to maintain its vigor.**

The resilience of export sales provided the obvious basis for the
general buoyancy which, as mentioned earlier, was so dominant a
feature of the Wupper valley throughout the 1750°s.2® At the time,

246 Most of the histories of these entrepreneurial families are replete with stoties
about the good deeds rendered by successive generations of the particular clan. The thrust
of these chronicles is probably correct; but a caveat is in order. Since most of these
histories are written by descendants, the accounts regarding the respective ancestor’s
purity of motives and magnitude of charitable activities must be taken with a grain of
salt. To quote Dr. Johnson, that in the composition of « lepidary inscriptions, a man
is not under oath ».

For example, the father of the aforementioned brothers Wichelhausen, Peter Wichel-
haussen, donated in 1710 one lot on his property for the new church to be built on it.
J. V. BeepT considers this supposed act of charity as a « ..masterstroke... In so doing he
geared the extension of Gemarke into his property and thus his speculative ventures
reaped a very rich hatvest..». See Studien zur Rechisgeschichie von Barmen, p. 161,

247 W. LancewiescHE (editor), Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelstadt,
p. 232 and pp. 242-243,

248 V. P. SonoerLAND, Die Geschichte von Barmen im Waupperthale, pp. 9091, p. 93
and p. 98.

299 For some comments on the boom see K. WoLrrATH, Binder aus Ronsdorf,
pp. 20:21.
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the demand facing the area’s manufactures, notably in France and
in the overseas colonies, continued to rise. The gains of the local
merchants were correspondigly large, especially so among those
traders who sought their outlets, with traditional regularity, at the
Frankfurt. M. and Leipzig fairs”® According to an account for
1776, there were by then 300 mercantile houses doing business in
Frankfurt; out of this total 240 were of German origin and no less
than 50 of these hailed from Elberfeld and Barmen®'

In 1756, the outbreak of hostilities was to cast a shadow
upon this progressive and prosperous scene. That the ruling Duke
should have involved himself in the Seven Years’ War on the side
of the Austrians was to cause his Berg subjects no end of trouble.
Periodically, Hanoverian and particularly Prussian troops occupied
the twin cities as enemy territory, demanding quarters and se-
questring resources without consideration for the inhabitants.
Worse still on one occasion Frederick the Geéat’s soldiers manhandled
Judge Alhaus and then took him hostage with some of the leading
metchants in the two communities. By such Draconian means, the
Prussians hoped to expedite payment of a 15000 Rthlr. levy they
had imposed upon this valley.”” Besides, even the presence, in
either town, of French troops, who ostensibly came as allies, proved
a nuisance, Finally, there was at times mention of sagging markets
due to dislocation though details on this point have never been
forthcoming.”’

But in spite of all these trials and tribulations, most local
historians seem to agree that the war and its consequences did not

250 F, KersTEN, Aus der aften Wuppertaler Chronik, pp. 6165 and H.F. Macco,
Geschichte der Familie Wuppermann, pp. 63-64. According to Macco, even as disting
nished a merchant as Hildebrand Wuppermann still walked to the Frankfurt fair during
the 1750’s.

251 A, DieTz, Frankfurter Handelsgeschichte, vol. 1, tables on pp. 96-97.

232 Most accounts of the Seven Years’ War in the Wupper Valley derive from Beck-
mant’s diary. See K. SpanNNacEL, Barmten im sicbenjibrigen Kriege - Eine Beckmannsche
Chronik, pp. 130 ff. Also see V. P. SonpERLAND, Die Geschicbie von Barmen im Wup-
perthale, pp. 99-100. For some of the expetiences of the hostages in their captivity, see
1. V. BRepT, Geschichte der Familie Bredt, pp. 6465. Two members of the Bredt family
were among them.

253 For 4 contemporary account as to how the Wuppet valley inhabitznts handled
the French troops that were 1o stay in their midst, see F, KerstEN, Aus der alten Wup-
pertaler Chronik, pp. 66-67.
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in any basic way interfere with the quiet, solid advance of this
industrial economy.” Old established businesses forged ahead since
the decline in sales does not appear to have been serious, Nor was
the area to suffer from destruction; though troops, friend and foe,
regularly passed through the region, neither the valley nor its im-
mediate vicinity became a battlefield. And judging by the absence
of contemporary comment, local firms must have been sufficiently
strong and prudent to have escaped any major losses arising from
the financial crisis that gripped most commercial centeres in the
very year that peace had been declared ®*

In 1763 bankruptcies spread through Europe like an epidemic,
undermining credit and hampering the flow of trade. But its short
duration compensated, at least partally, for the virulence of this
deflationary phase. Besides, a few of these defaults actually produced
some redeeming features: they eliminated, with one swoop, the
speculative excesses and patterns of misinvestment that are cha-
racteristic by-products of a prolonged period of hostilities. Thus
within twelve months the downward trend was reversed and the
stage was set for a postwar boom the proportion of which seemed
unbelievable to contemporaries.™

The Wupper valley was more than ready to share in this phe-
nomenal expansion. In Elberfeld the manufacture of Siamoisen,
bed spreads and striped linens, which had been so successfully
introduced into this city during the 1740’s and 1750’s was given

- and additional boost by the buoyancy of world markets.” In fact,
Elberfeld’s rate of industrialization reached so feverish a pitch as
to spill over into the neighboring communities. At the time, Johann
Schuchard became Barmen’s first merchant-manufacturer of Sia-

234 [hid.

25% This has been emphasized by K. LoumeYer, Die Barmer Familie Keuchen und
ibr Grundbesitz im 18, Jabrbundert, p. 113,

2% See Bruno Kuske, Gewerbe, Handel und Verkebr, in H. AuBiN and others,
« Geschichte des Rheinlandes von der iltesten Zeit bis zur Gegenwart » {Essen: G. Bae-
decker, 1922), vol. 2, p. 189.

257 On the post-war boom in the Wupper valley, see W. LanceEwrescHE (editor),
Geschichte und Beschreibung dieser Doppelstadt, p. 240, For an account of the boom
in the Western world vide A.H, Joun, War and the English Ecomomy, in « Economic
History Review », 2nd series, vol. VII, no. 3 (1953), esp. pp. 343-344.
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moisen.”® Soon, others followed his lead. Subsequently, the weav-
ing of fabrics was further extended into Liittringhausen, Hiickes-
wagen and Wermelskirchen.?

Barmen was no less fortunate in its ability to enlarge and
diversify the output of its traditional and by then well-known
activities, the bleaching of yarn and the production of various types
of ribbons, braids and tapes. Here again, industrial growth was to
overflow into Ronsdorf, Schwelm and some of the other adjacent
villages *® All in all, the whole Berg area and even districts of the
Mark became, during this period, extended parts of the Wupper
valley economy.

In 1767 Carl Theodor promised to visit the twin cities. In
anticipation of this event, the Garnnahrung prepared a census of
industrial activity and employment:

STATE OF WUPPER VALLEY INDUSTRY - 1767 %!

1500 Siamoisen looms

the number employed in this sector including factory opera-

tives, weavers and spinners {12 people assumed per loom) 18000
2000 Linen looms

specializing in striped linens {the so-called Bonten) of mid-

dling and extra fine quality, destined for the East India

market {assuming four people employed per loom) . . . 8000
2000 Ribbon looms

(assuming three people per loom} . . . . . . . 6000

100 Bleaching establishments

{Six workers per plant) . . . 600

Supposedly bleaching at that time 40000 cwts of year

Dyers and their ]ourneymen Ce e . 200

Factory Hands . . . c e e e e 500

Knitters and spinners of waste silk e e 600
Total number of those engaged in Wupper valley manufacture . . 33900

238 V.P. SonpErLAND, Dig Geschichte vom Barmen im Wupperthale, pp. 101-102
and W. LancewiescHe (editor), Geschichte und Beschreibung dieser Doppelstadt, p. 270.

258 B, Strurz, Bergische Wirtschaftsgeschichte, p. 373, emphasizes the expansion
of the Siamoisen manufacture inte Liittringhausen und Hiickeswagen. For Wermelskis-
chen, see H. V. SteiN, Die industrielle Entwicklung der Stadt Wermelskirchen, p. 2.

260 See V.P, SowneERLAND, Die Geschichte von Barmen it Wupperthale, pp. 101-102,
and E. B&umer, Geschichie der Stadt Schwelm, pp. 117-118.
- 261 W, LANGEWIESCHE, Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelstadt, p. 271.
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On the face of it, the above figures appear like a gross exag-
generation, consideting that during this period the total number of
Wupper valley inhabitants did not exceed 20-25.000 and that
the whole population in the Duchy of Berg was barely 210.000.%
Yet, the statistics may not seem quite as farfetched if viewed
against the historic background within which they were computed.
As men of affairs, the Garnmeister, while preparing this report,
took their environment for granted and never bothered to spell
out the modus operandi of the domestic industry which endowed
the categories of the above account with a very specific meaning.*”

The heading of the table is a case in point. Given the prevailing
mode of production, economic progress and the continued dispersal
of manufacturing activity over an ever wider atea were twin pheno-
mena of the same process. This is why in this instance « Wupper
valley industry» did not refer to the two cities only, but to a
broader region encompassing all those communities where weavers
and spinners, working for Elberfeld and Barmen merchants, hap-
pened to be located.™ .

To clarify matters further, it is equally relevant to emphasize
that within the framework of a domestic industry. the family costi-
tuted the basic work unit. Consequently here as elsewhere under
similar circumstances, women and children performed the auxiliary
chores for the male weaver. That these anciliary duties did not
amount to full time work in the presently accepted sense of the
term hardly needs further elaboration. Even for many a cotter, who
wove ribbons or coarses fabrics, these non-agricultural pursuits were
only a by-employment helping him to eke out a modest existence.
Along those lines, the last category of the above table, «knitters
and spinners of waste silk » is particularly symptomatic, since, at that
time, tasks of this sort were left to the weak and the aged.””

23 The interpretation of the statistical table (both in this as well as in the sub-
sequent three paragraphs) follows closely Duncan Bythell in his effort to put into historic
perspective the seemingly exaggerated figure as regards the number of handloom weavers
in the England of the 1830°s. The Handloom Weavers - A Study in the English Cotion
Industry during the Industrial Revolution (Cambridge: At the University Press, 1969},
pp. 34-63.

%4 See below.

265 For this period, the rural atmosphete of these ribbon and linen-cotion weavers
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With these qualifications in mind, the statistical account strongly
suggests that the employment figures presented in this table apply
to the whole Duchy of Berg and include those engaged in the textile
trades plus all their dependents. And given such asumptions, the
estimate that almost one-sixth of the Duchy’s population was, in one
way or another, connected with the production of textiles may still
seem somewhat high; but it no longer seems quite so incredible.**

During the years 1773-1774 one of the Duchy’s senior officials,
Friedrich Heinrich Jacobi, prepared a report on the State of Jiilich-
Berg industry.™ In essence, the document corroborates the Garzn-
meister’s earlier estimates. According to Jacobi, the number of
looms being operated in the production « Siamoisen» and striped
linen fabrics (the so-called « Bonten ») reached 4000 at the peak of
the boom, fell to 3000 in a recession and stood at 3500 during half
way points of the business cycle. Taking the latter figure to be the
mean and reckoning that per year and per loom 14 pieces were being
produced, the total annual output in this branch of the textile trade
supposedly amounted to 49000 pieces which wer exported for
1,542142 Rthlr.®® At the same time, 280 looms were in operation
throughout the Duchy, producing bed quilts worth 135124 Rithlr.
of annual exports.®

Tutning to yarn bleaching and the making of ribbons and thread,
Jacobi estimated that 2400 ribbon looms were being plied duting
brisk periods and 1600 in a slump. Again, Jacobi assumed the

had been emphasized in the case of neighboring Schwelm; E. Boumzr, Geschichte der
Stadt Schwelm, pp. 118119,

2% A somewhat similar development is to be obsetved in Eighteenth century Nor-
wich; Paul Mantoux wtites: « Yet Norwich, at the height of its prosperity, had at the
most 30,000 to 40,000 inhabitants, How then is it possible to credit those witnesses who
affirmed that the industry of Norwich provided occupation for 70,000 to 80,000 persons?
It overflowed into the surrouding country..». The Industrial Revolution in the Eigh-
teenth Century - An Quiline of the Beginnings of the Modern Faciory Systems in England,
Rev. Edition; translated by Margorie Vetnon (New York: Macmillan Compsany, 1927),
p. 34,

267 \§. Gesuard (editor), Bericht des Hof-Kammerrats Friedrich Heinrich Jacobi
dber die Industrie der Herzogtiimer Jillich und Berg aus den Jabres 1773 und 1774,
« Zeitschrift des Bergischen Geschichtsvereins », vol. 18 (1882), pp. 1-27. .

268 W. Gesearp (editor), Bericht des Hof-Kammerrats Friedrich Heinrich Jacobi,
appendix 4, pp. 30-33.

265 . GeeHaRD (editor), Bericht des Hof-Kammerrats Friedrich Heinrich Jacobi,
appendix 3, pp. 34-35. :
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middle figure of 200 looms to be the average, generating, together
with the sale of bleached yarn, annual exports of 1,590.344 Rthlr,
This, of course, would suggest that, at this stage, in value terms the
manufacture of fabrics was locally almost as important as the output
of the traditional products — « narrow wares » and bleached yarn.
All in all, during this period, yearly exports of Berg textiles came
10 3,267664 Rthlr ™

But once these figures have been cited in support of the Garn-
meister able it becomes more important to stress the virtues of the
Jacobi survey itself. Within this area, it is a document of historic
significance. Virtually all the cost figures presented by Jacobi in the
appendices are put in the context of all kinds of marginal comments
and additional information which illuminate, in a most striking
manner, the Wupper valley industrial structure and indirectly the
social setting of this era as well.

For example, the aformentioned 49000 pieces of fabric produced
during that year required for use as warp 345550 Rthlr. worth of
fine quality yarn... «imported from Brunswick, Hanover, Hilde-
sheim and even from Stade... and carried hither as return freight by
Limburg and Aachen haulage men journeying home from the Bruns-
wick fair.. even those carriers who had originally attended the
Leipzig fair came back via Brunswick... thus the greater the attrac-
tion to attend these fairs, the lower the transportation costs incurred
by the Berg merchants » 2

At the same time, lesser quality yarn (the so-called « Moltgarn »)
to be used as weft and valued at about 147000 Rthlt, was brought
here from »... Osnabriick, Ravensberg, Melle and Liibeck...». Be-
sides, to meet the needs of this manufacturing branch 2600 bales
of raw cotton worth 250,000 Rthlr. (cif.) were imported from
Holland. In turn, the Wupper valley merchants put out this cotton
1o have it spun into yarn at a cost of 208,000 Rthlr. According to
Jacobi one half of this sum was spent on spinners « abroad », i.e.

Zi0 W. Geeuaro (editor), Berich: des Hof-Kammerrais Friedrich Heinrick Jacobi,
appendix 3, pp. 26-29.

271 . Geeuarp (editot), Bericht des Hof-Kammerrats Friedrich Heinrich Jacobi,
appendix 6, p. 36.

2712 W. Gesuaen (editor), Bericht des Hof-Kammerrats Friedrich Heinrick Jacobi,
pp. 30-32.
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on those living in the Prussian Mark, in the principality of Schwar-
zenberg and the Cologne electorate; the other half was spent on
Berg people.

The ribbon and thread manufacture and the bleaching trade
required 656,566 Rthlr. of fine yarn, 580,555 Rthlr. of lesser
quality yarn and 175,000 Rthlr. worth of yarn to be bleached and
made into thread. In addition, Jacobi indicated that annual earn-
ings per ribbon loom came to 200 Rthlr. Thus total yearly income
reached 400,000 Rthlr. which were exclusively drawn by Berg labor.
This would suggest that in terms of providing employment, this
sector maintained within the Wupper valley a preeminent position.”

Jacobi’s enumeration of the various export markets where Berg
textiles found an outlet offers no surprises... «the thread is being
sold in Brabant, France and England, the linen tapes and the various
other kinds of ribbons are sold partly throughout the {German)
Empire, partly in Holland... striped linens (‘Dobbelstein’) and
‘Checks’ (‘Siamoisen’) are exported partly into the (German),
Empire, partly into Holland... while most of the bed quilts find
their customers in the Empire... ». Complementing, as it were, these
observations on the different export markets, Jacobi also calculated
the « net surplus » — the net foreign exchange earnings — of each
textile branch: 616343 Rthlr. in the case of the ribbon and yarn
trade, 569303 Rthlr. in the case of fabrics and 16152 Rthlt. in the
manufacture of bed quilts. The total came to 1,201,868 Rthlr.””

Computations of this sort, including comments to the effect that
some industrial activities might be carried on «at the expense of
the foreigner », betray the author’s mercantilist leanings. Given the
period, such an outlook is not surprising except that in this instance
these étatist views were at odds with the Physiocratic doctrine
Jacobi expounds at length in his introductory remarks. In view of
this contradiction one is led to surmise that as philosophe and man
of letters, Jacobi’s understanding of the economic process was at

73 Ihid,

274 W, GesHARD (editor), Bericht des HofKammerrais Friedrich Heinrich Jacobi,
pp. 26-29. _

275 W. Gesmarp (editor), Berich: des Hof-Kammerrats Friedrich Heinrich [Jacobi,
appendices 3, 4, 5, and 6.
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best superficial. Nor can one avoid the impression that for all his
professions of liberalism, Jacobi remained true to his role as the
conservative and parochial bureaucrat of a petty principality 7

But the lack of a coherent framework does not detract from the
aforementioned value of this survey. Jacobi dwells with authority
if not with perspicacity on some of the key problems characteristic
of the contemporary scene. To judge by the space allotted to the
issue, he must have considered the bleaching monopoly of the
Garnnabrung a principal deterrent to the Duchy’s progress. Wathe-
ver its original utility as an agent of industrial growth, Jacobi
demonstrates, with the aid of statistics, that by the mid-18th century
this monopoly had degenerated into an abuse.”” In fact, by then
many of the local merchants were disregarding Garnnabrang rules
and had most of the cotton and linen yarn bleached outside the
Berg area,”™

Jacobi suggests that the lesser members of the Garnnabrung
wete quite eager to see this monopoly abolished. However, he does
not elaborate why, for example, the Barmen section of the Garnnahb-
rung, which specialized in bleaching yarn, should have been the
one to favor the dismantling of those regulations while the Elbetfeld
merchants, who honored these restrictions in the breach, insisted
upon their preservation.”” The clue to this paradox, as one recent

276 Frivz ScHULTE, Die wirtschaftlichen Ideen Friedrich Heinrich Jacobi, in « Diis-
seldorfer Jahrbuch », vol. 48 (1956), pp. 280-282,

277 See especially appendix 2 in W. GepHARDT {editot), Berickt des Hofkammerrats
Friedrich Heinrick Jacobi, where the considerable lower costs (especially labor costs)
prevailing in the neighboring Mark are emphasized.. Because of these lower production
costs the sale prices of the bleached varn being offered by the Mark mrchants is about
5 to 6 per cent below the sales price in Elberfeld. According to A. Taun, Die industrie
am Niederrbein und ibre Arbeiter, book 11, part II, section ITI, p. 172. The difference
in labor costs between the Mark and the Wupper valley came to almost fifty per cent.

218 However, J. V. Brepr, Dje Lobnindustrie, p. 32 suggests that the occasional
protests about Mark competition on the part of the Barmen bleachers were exaggerated.
It vas not true that the Oberbarmen bleachgreens were bare. Rather « the Mark bleachers
prospeted not because of low wages but because the Berg bleachers were fully oceupied ».
In fact, the Barmen bleachers were so busy that they themselves put out yarn 1o be
bleached for their own account in the Mark. It need hardly be emphasized that the
absorption of as yet unutilized land located in the vicinity into the industrial orbit reflects
a familiar pattern of economic progress.

279 This has been emphasized by A. Tuun, Die Industrie am Niederrbein und ibre
Arbeiter, book II, part II, section III, p. 73. According to Thun, Barmen no longer
considered the bleaching of yarn its staple industry.
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historian points out, is to be sought in the particular position
hitherto enjoyed by the Elberfeld merchants. These particular entre-
preneurs did not really care about the bleaching monopoly per se;
what they feared was a challenge to their mercantile pre-eminence
by other communities in the Duchy where businessmen, such as
those in Ronsdorf, might gain in strength on the basis of a thriving
bleaching industry.®

There are some historians who have argued that by the time
Jacobi mounted his attack on the bleaching monopoly he was already
flogging a dead horse.®™ Indeed, one might generalize and say that
whenever Jacobi delivers himself of a supposedly weighty pronoun-
cement and a dire prophecy, his observations are more indicative
of his Weltanschauung than of the local scene.

« By having perfected their industry, Elberfeld and Barmen achieved
within a few years a high level of prosperity accompanied, as always, by
growing population. But should this demographic upsutge not find adequate
space, then those towns, like luxuriant plants, will choke to death in their
own juice... ».252

Whatever this may mean, expressions of this sort suggest, above
all, a man fearful of the changes being wrought all around him.
However, Jacobi’s asides, meant to buttress some fo the dubious
forecasts, provide useful insights into Wupper valley developments:

« Until recently Elberfeld’s vegetable gardens sufficed to feed the local
burgers, now, twice weekly scores of peasants from the Diisseldorf district

travel there to sell their products. Also, most of the rye consumed in Elber-
feld gets there via Diisseldotf.., ».23

280 E. STrUTZ, Bergische Wirtschaftsgeschichte, p. 363 and 1. V. Brepr, Die Lobn-
indusirie, pp. 31-32.

281 H, RingeL, Bedingungen der Wirtschaftsentwicklung, p. 46,

282 Food prices are steadly on the rise... only twenty-five years ago one paid in Elber-
feld 5% Rrhlr, for 100 Ibs. of beef, now 815 to 9 Rihlr; for 1 lb. of pork then,
3% to 4 Stbr. now 8 to 9 Stbr.; for 1 1b. of butter 5 Stbr. now 8 to 9 Sthr... and for
a 12 Ib. loaf of rye bread 8 to 9 to 10 Stbr, and now even in good years 13 to 15 Stbr;
during the last three years the loaf of bread reached 18 to 25 Stbr. See W. GEBHARD
(editor), Bericht des Hofkammerrats Friedrich Heinrich Jacobi, p. 13, (Take note: 1771,
1772, 1773 were years of famine prices), Food imports from Jiilich into the Berg area
— into the twin cities and into Solingen — are also emphasized by G. V. GiiLicn, Gesch-
ichtliche Darsiellung des Handels, vol. 2, p. 271.

23 W. Gesuarp (editor), Bericht des Hofkammerrats Friedrich Heinrich Jacobi,
p. 16.
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And turning to the corollary of soaring food prices, Jacobi notes
that in the Wupper valley « the value of an ordinaty peasant hold-
ing has increased by 50 per cent since the years 1740-1750...
Besides, since the end of the war 130 new houses have been built
in Elberfeld and Barmen...». Quite obviously, the coutse of these
developments® was also responsible for the soaring price of real
estate. This is why, according to Jacobi, « progress in the Berg area
is no longer feasible. Population must either stagnate ot emi-
grate » 2 .

Similatly, Jacobi’s reactionary and pseudo-aristocratic biases are
reflected in his distaste for the rising merchants who were to con-
centrate in their hands ever larger aggregations of capital. Jacobi
senses that the increasingly unequal distribution of wealth is a by-
product of progress. But as he alludes to the « rentiers as greedy
vermin, a veritable locust...» he also senses that the evolution of
this’« state of affairs is not generally understood » (i.e. in the area).”
Jacobi was particularly incensed about two bachelor brothers (the
above-mentioned brothers Wichelhausen), residing in Gemarke,
«who virtually own the whole district » and supposedly exploit
their monopolistic position when selling off individual lots to poten-
tial house owners.”

Usually, a conspicuous exception underscotes a general rule.
At least with respect to one prediction Jacobi was proven right.
He noted that the Wupper valley was eminently qualified to become
a silk manufacturing center.® In fact, as early as 1770, J JH.
Simon, previously a foreman of the Andreae Brothers in Miilheim,
tried to start a silk industry in Elberfeld. His initial efforts were to
be stymied by the authorities and it was not until 1773, after the
Andreae monopoly in the Duchy of Berg was annulled, that Simon
was able to launch a thriving manufacture of silken wares, His
success or at least the promise of success must have been enticing

284 V. Gepuarp (editor), Bericht des Hofkammerrats Friedrich Heinrvich Jacobi,
pp. 16-17.

283 Ibid, Also see 1. V. Brept, Die Lobnindustrie, p. 34, and W. SCHUMACHER, Inter-
suchung #iber die Entwicklung der bergischen Seidenindustrie, pp. 12.13,

286 Ihid,

287 Ibid.
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to contemporaries; promptly, two other firms, Peter Carl Weber
and J. H. Funcke, followed Simon’s lead.?

The fledgling trade seems to have experienced no difficulties in
attracting the skilled labor needed to instruct the local workmen in
the new techniques; these master craftsmen came from Hanau,
Crefeld, and France® Nor was marketing of the new products to
prove a problem. The silken handkerchiefs, scarves and fabrics
found ready outlets in the German lands, Holland and America
despite competition on the part of French and Swiss producers.®

At about the same time, Caspar Engels (Frederick Engels’ great
grandfather) pioneered in this valley the making of various types
of fancy lace which within a short period were to emerge as one of
Barmen’s principal exports.” And shortly thereafter, J. H. Bock-
miihl invented and then applied within the area the « Riemenstuhl »,
an improved version of the ribbon loom powered by water and
weaving diagonally linen tapes. In due course, the new contraption
permitted a lucrative expansion of this particular manufacture.?

Progress, in fact, was all pervasive throughout the Wupper
valley during the Seventies. New firms responsible for all sorts of
innovations were being established by various newcomers. Some of
these entrepreneurial types were recent immigrants, others scions
of old established families (as were Engels and Frowein) who so
far had not participated, at least not prominently, in the region’s
secular Wirtschaftswunder.” But whatever their origins, the emer-
gence of « new men » points unmistakably to the persistence of an

288 W. LancewnescHi (editor), Beichreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelstadt,
pp. 73-76.

289 Ibid.

290 Tbid. The Swiss supposedly enjoyed lower wages and lower interest rates, the
French benefitted from lower raw material costs.

221 Caspar Engels imported three so-called Harlem tibbon looms. See H. RinceL,
Bedingungen der Wirtschaftsentwicklung, p. 46. According to Gustavy Mayer, Friedrich
Engels - Eine Biographie (Hague: Martins Nijhoff, 1234}, vol. 1, pp. 45. Johann Caspar
Engels is supposed to have started business as a varn dealer with 25 Rthlr. When he
eventually became one of the comtmunity’s largest entrepreneuts, he assisted his weavers
to buy theit homes and gardens.

292 V. P, SonNpERLAND, Die Geschichte von Barmen im Wupperitbale, p. 119;
E. Srutz, Bergische Wirtschaftsgeschichte, p. 369 and E. Strurz, 175 Jabre Abr. Frowein
— Abr. u. Gebr. Frowein A G. — Ein Beitrag xur Wuppertaler Wirtschaftsgeschichte
(Koblenz: n.p., 1938}, p. 25.

25 Thid.
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«open society », the hallmark of a dynamic economy. In turn, so
propitious a configuration of the social structure was at least par-
tially responsible for the magnetism displayed by the twin cities
in absorbing into their manufacturing sphere new products and
new techniques.”*

Moreover, the vigor of this forward thrust was notable for some
of the difirculties it had to surmount. Inundation and a poor harvest
in 1771 and a cattle epidemic in 1772 caused famine prices?
while in 1775 the consequences of the American War of Indepen-
dence disturbed the Amsterdam market and led to a decline in
demand for goods traditionally offered for sale by Elberfeld and
Barmen.” That the twin cities should have been able to cope with
such irritations was as much a tribute to their affluence as its was to
the resilience and flexibility of their industrial setting.””’

Investments in the infra-sttucture and enlargement of the atea’s
social capital were to round out the buoyant scene. Since 1763 the
authorities had constructed about 100 kms of new roads at a cost
of almost 50000 Rthlr.”® During the same era several new bridges
came to span the Wupper while local worthies busied themselves
building new churches and schools, Finally, between 1775 and
1786, 200 new houses were to dot the skyline.” Ts it too farfeiched
to surmise that Goethe was reminiscing about a view from the
surrounding hills looking down into the Wupper valley when he
wrote, following a visit to the Berg area in 1774:

24 Ibid. and below, p. 78.

2% « During August of this year 1771 the bread grain was in short supply and
because of the rising waters there was tension among burghers and bakers. The price of
rye was very high and already had been raised several times...». ¥. KErsT, Aus der Alten
Wupperthaler Chronik, pp. 71-72 and pp. 76-77.

2% For some of the difficulties caused by the sndden decline in exports, see J. V.
Brevr, Die Lobssindustrie, p. 52.

297 & Considering the momentum of this expansion these calamities... became bear-
able». See W. LanewikscHE (editor), Geschichte und Beschreibung dieser Doppelstadt,
p. 241,

298 Howevet, as J, Hashagen points out, the individual communities had to foot the
bill of this construction program; see J. HASHAGENW, Politische und Religionsgeschichte
des Bergischen Landes, in J. HasuaceN {editor), « Bergische Geschichte », p, 192,

2% ). HasHacen, Politische und Religionsgeschichte des Bergischen Landes, p. 203
and W. LangewiEscHE (editor), Geschichte und Beschreibung dieser Doppelstadt, p. 241.
A new stone bridge crossing the Wupper at Heckinghausen was put into operation
in 1775
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« ...The bustle and affluence of neighboring town and villages contributed
in no small measure to enhance a feeling of inner contentment. The very
sight of this busy district suggested peace and contentment because here the
useful seemed the product of order and cleanliness. And in contemplation
of all this we whiled away a few happy days... ».3®

Wupper valley industry continued along the path of expansion
throughout the 1780’s. During this decade virtually every branch
of local commerce prospered and grew. Led by the spectacular
advances made in the output of « Siamoisen », yarn bleaching, rib-
bon and lace making and the manufacture of linen fabrics registered
almost equally impressive gains. In this way solid progress on so
broad a front not only helped to create a framework of potential
«linkages » but also sparked the will, by virtue of rising profits and
heady expectations, to make the most of these advantages. Thus
a drive for continuous innovation remained an integral part of the
district’s dynamic economy.*®"

Along those lines two such efforts stand out. At the time, the
twin cities witnessed the initial imports of mechanically spun cotton
yarn from England, an event which soon afterwards prompted
within this area the first attempts to produce cotton pieces, the
so-called calicoes”” Even more significantly, local preoccupation
with the finishing processes of the textile trades led in turn to the
introduction of the Turkish red dye industry. Supposedly brought
hither, in 1785, by a Saxon craftsman, the new venture became, in
a very short time, one of the Wupper valley’s most celebrated
activities.*® _

In 1792, F. W. Wiebeking published a semi-official account, a
kind of sequel to the Jacobi Report, about economic and social life
in Jilich and Berg. And trying to survey, with the aid of some
statistics, the material conditions of the Duchy of Betg in particular,
the author waxed quite enthusiastic:

300 Wirnerm Rees, Kunst-und Kulturgeschichte, in J. Hasmacen (editor), « Berg-
ische Geschichte », p. 510.

301 E. F. WiEREKING, Beitrige zur Kurpfalzischen Staatengeschichte vom Jabre 1742
bis 1792 vorziiglich in Riicksicht auf die Herzogtiimer [ilich und Berg (Heidelberg and
Mannheim: Schwan and Gotz, 1793), pp. 18-21.

302 V. P. SonpERLAND, Die Geschichte von Barmen im Wapperthale, p. 119,

303 W. LanewiescHE (editor), Beschreibung und Geschichte dieser Doppelstade,
p. 74 and p. 273.
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« I was astounded by the prosperity of the manufactories, by the dilig-
ence and well being of the inhabitants; and T discovered on probing the
development of all this activity, that most of the rise in industry and com-
merece had occured during the last fifty years... » 3

According to Wiebeking, Berg boasted by 1792 some 7600
looms devoted to the manufacture of Siamoisen and various types
of striped linens; 3400 of these looms were located in the surround-
ing communities and 4200 in Elberfeld-Barmen proper.*® However,
Wiebeking admitted that the latter figure was taken from a 1780
census and that in the twelve years since then the number of looms
in the twin cities had probably increased. At the same time; Elber-
feld and Barmen boasted some 2540 ribbon looms at work while
the woolen cloth manufacutre of Lennep Hiickeswagen, Wipper-
firth, Wermelskirchen, Langenberg, Radevormwalde etc. claimed
285 looms in operation. Finally, there were in the valley about
150 bleaching establishments producing an annual output of 40,000
cwts. of bleached yarn.*®

The Betg textile trades provided work for more than 40,000
people. Even with the reservations referred to eatlier as regards
employment statistics in a domestic industry, this figure is still
impressive considering that the total population of the Duchy of
Berg was about 261,000 at the time” Specifically, during this
period, in the parishes of Elberfeld and Barmen the number of
employed in the textile production — i.e. in the manufacture of
Siamoisen, linens and bed spreads, in the making of ribbons and
in the finishing and marketing branches of this industry — reached
20,500 and generated an output valued at 3,820,791 Rithlr’® The
same figures with respect to the hand spinning of cotton yarn in the

34 E. F. WiesekinG, Beitrige zur Kurplilzischen Staatengeschichie, p. 1.

303 For this and the following figures see the table produced by E.F. Wiebeking,
Beitrige zur Kurpfilzischen Staatengeschichte, p. 5.

306 See E.F. WiEBEKING, Beitrige zur Kurpfilzischen Staatemgeschichte, p. 21
H. RingEL, Bedingungen der Wirtschaftsentwicklung, pp. 44 points to some discrepancies
in the statistical information given by contemporaries with respect to varn bleached in
the area, Probably, the difficuity of accounting for yarn bleached in the Mark for Wupper
valley dealers may be the source of thesa difhculties.

%7 E.F. WiEBEKING, Beitrige zur Kurpfilzischen Staatengeschichte, see table, p. 5.

38 Ibid.
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communities of Steinbach, Hiickeswagen and Muth were 7244
people and 386,000 Rthlr. and in the woolen manufacture of the
aforementioned Betg townships 2804 operatives and 1,036,070
Rthlr. And the number of those engaged in the Siamoisen manu-
facture outside the twin cities — in Lennep, Radevormwalde, Lu-
thringhausen, Wipperfiirth, Ronsdorf and adjacent villages — stood
at 6800 and the total value of production at 1,382,000 Rthlr’®

Though on Prussian territory, Schwelm fared equally well.
Political frontiers seemed irrelevant in the face of this boom. Hav-
ing originally developed as a geographic extension of Elberfeld
-— Barmen activities, as a kind of satellite economy, expanding
Schwelm industry became, in the course of the 18th century, in-
creasingly independent. By the 1780’s indigenous entrepreneurs
managed substantial businesses manufacturing Siamoisen, linen and
woolen fabrics and, ever since the 1750’s, even ribbons. Firms like
Sternenberg produced a wide assortment of goods for the French
and Brabant markets and employed a labor force numbered in the
hundreds and dispesrsed throughout Westphalia®’

All the other indicators of this age point similarly towards a
buoyant economy working at full capacity. This was especially true
of the valley’s ribbon manufacture. One contemporary account has
it that the brothers Wichelhaus refused an order which promised
them a return of 45 p.c. Apparently profit rates of 80 and 100 per
cent were not considered exceptional during this period.”"

309 Idem. E.F. Wiesekine, Beitrige zur Kurpfalzischen Staatengeschichte, see table,
p. 19 and appendix E.

310 E. BouMer, Geschichte der Stadt Schwelm, pp. 118-119. A Garnnabrung report
of June 1783 complained about the rise of Schwelm’s bleaching cstablishments. At the
time the cost of bleaching a barrel of yarn in Schwelm came to 25 Louis 4'Or. However,
in Elberfeld, because of the higher price of coal and potash, it came to between 38 and
40 Luis &'Ot.  Staatsarchiv Disseldorf, Tiilich-Berg 11, 1903, « Barmen und Elberfeld -
Zwistigkeit zwischen der Garnnahrung und der Linnwebetzunft 1781-desgl. mit Fabri-
kanten zu Ronsdorf betr. des Garnprivileg 1782-1783 ».

3N, LancewieScHE (editor), Beschretbung und Geschichte dieser Doppelsiad?,
p. 245, Also 1.V, Breor, Geschichte der Familie Siebel, p. 171 where one author is
quoted as saying that the Brothers Eversten did not consider 300 p.c. profits on one
transaction as « out of order ». - However, these inordinate profits must be viewed in
their proper context. The risks involved in these transactions were considerable. More
irnportant, the penod of realization, 1.e. « the average period of production » was very
long. In 1792 a Barmen merchant Johann Peter Schiickum tried to explain to the author-
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Given these conditions and given the structure of Wupper valley
industry in particular, it is not surprising that during this decade
the leading merchant-manufacturers accumulated sizable funds. An
extant account book belonging to the manufacturing firm of Wup-
permann and Mueller in Barmen offers valuable insights into the
nature and extent of its business during the years 1790, 1793 and
1799. In 1780 the net worth of this firm was 100,580 Rthlr. Not
surprisingly, a substantial part of these assets was in the form of
inventory; there were these inevitable shanks of yatn of varying
quality bleached and dyed and either destined for export to distant
markets or to be distributed for further manufacture among the
weavers of Barmen and its environs, «to the North and East in
Mark territory and perhaps to the West in the Elberfeld area ».*”

Besides yarn, the inventory contained not only a wide assort-
ment of « Barmen articles », which were the firm’s stock in trade,
but also soaps, dye stuffs, boilers, barrels and other tools and raw
materials needed in production. Finally, one significant item in the
asset structure was the credit outstanding to domestic weavers and
customers. A partial list of the clientel survives; all the names on
it are French, which would suggest that for this firm France was, at
the time, an important, probably the most important outlet.*”

The accounts for 1793 and 1799 reflect a similar asset structure
except that by then the net worth of this firm had risen, primarily
because of an enlarged inventory of ribbons, to 145,629 and
157,400 Rihlr. respectively. These amounts demonstrate the
affluence of this firm and its steady advance, By all accounts
Wuppermann and Mueller was a solid successful enterprise and as
such, according to Dietz, typical of the textile houses owned by
Barmen’s leading families, « von Eynern, Keuchen, Rittershaus,

ities the reasons for illiquidity. It took supposedly about « three years for capital invested
to turn over ». The first year, according to Schlickum, involved the manufacture of the
praduct, the second year the sale of it and the third year the extension of credit, and
final repayment. See Stsatsarchiv Diisseldorf, Julich-Berg 11, 1805, « Acten zur Sache
Ober-und Unterbarmener Garnmeisteren wider Johann-Peter Schlickum... 1792,

312 H. F. Macco, Geschicbte der Familie Wuppermann, pp. 7476 and W, Dierz,
Die Wauppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 120-126,

33 Thid.
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Engels and others »** Wiebeking was duly impressed by all this
wealth: °"

« Because the local factories have enjoyed remarkable prosperity, the
merchants have been handsomely rewarded for their diligence. Their fort-
unes have grown unbelievably these last fifty years, Millionaires can be found
among them and the number of those possessing 100,000 Thaler cannot be
insignificant. With respect to this I would like to cite a typical businessman’s
comment made by a now deceased merchant to a man still living: ‘In my
younger years a man worth 20,000 Thlr, was considered here (i. e. in Elber-
feld) rich and was accordingly honored by us. Nowaday a man who has
100,000 Thir. is not even esteemed...’ ».

Again, as in previous decades, the industrial expansion of the
1780’s was accompanied by a construction boom; roads were en-
larged, additional bridges, churches, and schools were put into
operation to meet, at least in part, the rising demands of a growing
population. Similarly, land so far used for farming or bleaching
was turned into subdivisions with streets lined with row after row
of new houses.”® But of all these new structures, the recently com-
pleted homes of the merchant-princes were the most conspicuous.
By their size and elegance these palace-like dwellings stood out
from those inhabited by lesser mortals, symbols of the eminence
and power the local merchant-manufacturers had achieved by the
end of the 18th century.””” By then, even to a casual observer the
Wupper valley’s urban character and highly differentiated class
structure had become quite obvious.

Also, more knowledgable contemporaries were struck by the
speed with which the bucolic, frontier-like atmosphere of this valley

N4 Tbid.

313 E.F. WiesexinG, Beitrige zur Kurpjilzischen Staatengeschichte, p. 21-22.

316 W. LancewiescHE (editor), Beschreibung wund Geschichte dieser Doppelstadt,
pp. 243-244. Note especialiy the expansion and growth of the community of Wupperfeld.
Also ).F. Knapp, Geschichte, Statistik and Topographie, p. 184 and pp. 197-198, In
Wupperfeld alone, 40 houses were completed between May 1778 and the end of 1785,
Also V.P. SonverLAND, Die Geschichte van Barmen im Waupperthale, pp. 117-118 and
pp. 120-121,

317 R. WicHeLHAUS, Geschichte der Familic Wichelbaus, p, 156, where the chron-
icler Merken is quoted regarding the construction of those palatial mansions in the Vicarie
and Hoffkamp, streets in Elberfeld, particularly during the period 1767-1787. Also scc
J. V. Brept, Studien zur Rechisgeschichie von Barmen, p. 165 where it is noted that the
year 1781 saw the completion of one of the most « magnificent Rococo houses » in
Barmen.
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had been transformed into a teeming city. Writing at the beginning
of the next century, a Rhenish author described these developments
as follows: **

« If the Duchy were to have in its midst an old man of 125 years, who
in his youth had been intimately acquainted with the area and who now still
remembers it, he indeed would be the embodiment of the history of almost
all local industty, population and progress... Such an old man would know...
that about 100 years ago the children of Elberfeld still twisted rope in front
of the house doors and that sixty years ago Barmen seemed quite different
from what it is now; thete were cow pastures where presently yarn is being

bleached ».

Population figures are hard to come by. However, qualitative
observations originally made by contemporaries and subsequently
corroborated by local historians seem unanimous in emphasizing
the relationship that supposedly existed between the expansion of
Berg manufacture and a demographic upswing. «Because of these
factories », commented Wiebeking, « the increase in population was
unbelievable ». This seems to have been as true of the adjacent
villages like Wipperfiirth and Hiickeswagen as it was of the twin
cities proper.”

According to Haacke, Barmen’s rate of population growth
doubled during the second half of the 18th century; specifically,
between 1747 and 1804 the number of its inhabitants rose almost
threefold, from 3790 to 12,895 Recently, Wolfgang Kollmann,
the leading authority in the field, elaborated upon this population
explosion: « So the development of the crafts sparked off the process
of immigration, which from then on determined the development
of the population of Barmen... As early as the Eightenth century,
in the second half of which there were, at a rough estimate, for
every three inhabitants born in Barmen about two migrants... ».

318 Jonannes ScumMIDY, Geographie und Geschichte des Herzogthums Berg, der
Grafschaft Mark, des Rubr Departrments und des.. Herzogthums Limburg... (Crefeld:
Abraham ter Meer, 1804), p. 13,

39 E.F. WieBEKING, Beitrige zur Kurpfilzischen Staatsgeschichte, p. 19,

32¢ H, Haacke, Barmens Bevolkerung im XVII und XVIII Jabrbundert, pp. 28 -33.
Between 1698 and 1747 the annual growth rate was 1.65 p.c. In the next fifty years
it may have been as high as 2.5 per cent,

31 The Papulation of Barmen Before and During the Period of Industrialization,
in E.V. Grass and D.E, C. EversLey (editors), « Population in History » (London
Edward Amold, Ltd., 1965}, pp. 592-593.
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This expansion would allow one to speculate that during the
early 1790’s Barmen claimed about 7000 in its midst. As for
Elberfeld, a conservative estimate would put its size during the same
period at close to 10,000. No wonder, outsiders were impressed
by the Wupper valley as a metropolitan area of some 16 to 17,000
people.?

Writing in 1789 a Schwelm minister, Friedrich Christoph
Miiller, delivered himself of some very insightful observations
concerning the local population and especially its demographic
behavior as shaped by the secular boom of the area’s domestic
industry. Considering the consequence of the high price of food
prevailing in and around Schwelm, Miiller commented: **

« ..that the least productive day laborer, working for a farmer and
receiving four to five meals a day, would consider himself as it were com-
mitted to the galleys, if he had to stand from morning to night, weaving day
in and day out, and have no other sustenance but weak coffee, black bread
and potatoes... ».

« This bare existence », Miiller continued, « has affected the health of
this manufacturing population in a most’ detrimental manner. Most of them
have 2 haggard lock. Few people seem well fed and pinkcheeked. Many,
however, appear knockneed, rheumatic and bleary eyed. Many pale and hag-
gard women are among them. In my opinion, much of this is due to the
incessant consumption of coffee. And yet it is a beverage the manufacturing
man cannot forego. It is simultaneously his food and drink... He imbibes
it therefore four to five times a day. Nor do I consider the black bread
(pumpetnickel) these pecople eat as desirable... The crust is thick and devoid
of all nutrients... It seems to contain none of the real flour which the bakers
have largely reserved for the fancier rye bread destined for the table of the
mertchant... » 32

« ..However, it is curious that despite their weakly constitution the
majority of these local women experience easy and uncomplicated births.
Within two or three days after their confinement they are in sufficiently good
condition to carty on with their domestic chores. Possibly this natural func-
tion comes more easily for women who are weak and whose muscles are

322 According to W. GlUraLing (editor), Eine webrkundliche Beschreibung des Ber-
gischen Landes, « Zeitschrift des Bergischen Geschichtsvereins », Flberfeld’s official stat-
istics for 1797 claimed 10,026 inhabitants, vol. 64 {1936-1937), p. 114, fin. 8.

323 FriepricH CHRISTOPH MULLER, Choregraphie von Schwelm - Anfang und Ver-
such einer Topographic der Grafschaft Mark - 1789.

324 Jbid.
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flabby... It is therefote not surprising that in the homes of this manufacturing
population children abound... »3%

« Many children », Miiller notes, « are an asset for a family engaged in the
domestic industry. From their sixth year they earn their keep spinning, sort-
ing, sizing and winding... The only regrettable aspect of this state of affairs
is the fact that the education of these children is much too neglected... Many
adults are to be found here who have had no education and who have not
been confirmed. In view of this lack of education, it would be desirable if
in these local manufacturing districts one were to set up English Sunday
Schools... » 3%

Continuing his fascinating analysis of the causes and conse-
quences of this demographic pattern, Miiller observes that,

« ..Concern about feeding their children does not particularly worry
these wotking people. They martry in haste and frequently. Illegitimacy is
most rare since customarily nuptial vows are solemized sometime between
conception and birth. Marriages ate entered into at the very early ages of
18 and 19 which easily explains within this area the continued increase in
population... » 3%

Finally, Miiller turns to a consideration of the supply of housing
and its impact upon family formation and fertility:

« ...The fewest families own their own homes. A whole house would
be much too large for such a family. This is why four or five families..,
live in one house. Each renter seems to be satisfied with one room and an
anteroom for which he pays about 15 to 20 Rihlr. per annum. And this
circumstance, too, favors a growing population. Unlike young people in
other regions, here engaged couples need not postpone their marriage because
they lack house and yard where they would find shelter...

The latter advantage, considerable as it is, derives primarily from the
use of coal as fuel. A coal oven needs no chimney and cen without difficulty
be put in each room because the srnoke can be gotten into the open by way
of an iron pipe put through the wall...

325 Tbid.

326 Ibid. The above patagraph would support the demand and supply thesis regar-
ing population growth advanced by Sypney Coontz, Population Theories and the Eco-
nowtic Interpretation (London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1968).

327 Ibid.

328 Jpid. No less an expert than D.E.C. EvERsLEY comments in connection with
the population dynamic in the Midlands during the same period: « To put the matter
canticusly, we can say that the more elastic the supply of houses in a given economy, the
fewer the obstacles to marriage », A Survey of Population in a Area of Worcestershire
from 1660 to 1850 on the Basis of Parish Registers, in D.V, Grass and D.E. C. EvERSLEY
{editors), « Population in History », p. 407.
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Within so limited a space as the Wupper valley, mounting
population pressure tended to push up the cost of living more
powerfully than heretofore. Rents rose and, most important of all,
so did food prices as the area became dependent on grain, vegetable
and meat imports from increasingly distant parts. The result of
these long run forces at work was obvious. Over the long haul
wages had to rise, a trend which in this particular decade was to
be accentuated by a strong boom causing, temporarily at least, a
labor shortage.’” _

In an age when, in terms of a decade, productivity improvements
by way of new machines were practically insignificant, the prices of
final products were most sensitive to changes in labor costs. In a
similar manner, the impact of a wage change upon the industrial
structure as a whole was equally considerable. This is why the
centrifugal tendencies of some Wupper valley industries, initially
observed in the mid-century, gathered monumentum during the
1770’s and 1780’s. By then production of cheap goods dependent on
very low wages could no longer survive in the expensive environment
of the Wupper valley. Increasingly, Elberfeld and Barmen dealers
were 10 feel these pressures and consequently transferred the manu-
facture of Siamoisen and calicoes across the Rhine, into the Glad-
bach-Rheydt district, where they established subsidiary firms for
that purpose.’”® At the same time, the entrepreneurs and artisans

323 1. V. Brepr, Die Lobnindustrie, p. 34. Regarding the cost of land, Miiller writes:
« To gain at least some impression as to what the high price of Wupper valley real estate
really means, it may be as well to point out that in this particular year (1789), a mere
bleach green was sold for 13,000 Thilr., a sum for which in other regions one would
indeed be able to purchase a small {manorial} estate ». Chorographie von Schwelm, p. 19,

330 Friepricn Otro DivtHey, Die Geschichie der niederrbeinischen Baumwoll
industrie, pp. 3-3: « Ever since 1770 had the population in the Duchy of Berg, the
industricus Wupper valiey especially, been insufficient to satisfy locally all the orders
given to the texiile industry. Also, the wages here had risen to heights where they could
no longer be absorbed by the local manufacture of coarse half-cottons (Siamoisen). It was
therefore necessary to seek elsewhere cheap labor. This work force was found in the
Gladbach area where the centuries old linen manufacture had reared a particularly suitable
population. As a consequence some of the Berg manufacturers Legan, at least in part, to
transfer their weaving establishments. They quite often managed their branches from
their howme town with the aid of factors... ». Also see WiLLy FrANKEN, Die Enswicklung
des Gewerbes in den Stidten Monchengladbach und Rbeydt im 18. Jabrbundert-Schriften
aur Rbeinisch-Westfilischen Wirtschaftsgeschichte (Cologne Rheinisch-Westfilisches Wirt-
schaftsarchiv, 1969}, vol. 19, pp. 32-33.
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residing in the twin cities were to concentrate their efforts on those
products requiring experience and skill and thus able to absorb the
soaring labor costs. In due course, the evolution of this particular
pattern in the division of labor, between town and country, became
here, as elsewhere, quite pronounced.”

Some years later the high prices prevailing in the Wupper valley
were subjected to a perceptive and docttinally rather interesting
appraisal. Writing in 1803 one local author commente on

« ..the disadvantages which, at all times, result from excessive money
wealth. These difficulties first became evident in Elbetfeld and Barmen when
an overabundant circulation was to manifest, in a very obvious manner, its
noxious impact by way of rising food prices and the inseparable consequence
of rising wages. It is a fact that for a long time to come the local manu-
facturers might have been spared the unpleasant pressures arising from the
unceasing flow of the naméraire into a spatially very limited district, if the
money had spread more uniformly through the whole country. This would
have been especially so if there had been propottional distribution of the
cash flow into less favored areas. The latter were conspicuous for their
contrast when compared to the neighboring districts luxuriating, as it were,
in wealth. And these poorer areas could have been stirred into activity, even
without having to wait for governmental prodding, by the introduction of
industry if a monopoly privilege incorporated into the state constitution had
not barred the way... » 32

For whatever shortcomings, within the Berg countryside, the
Garnnabrung may have been responsible, Elberfeld and Barmen,

331 O, ScuerL, Geschichte der Stadt Elberfeld, pp. 251-252 and W. ScHUMACHER,
Untersuchung iiber die Entwicklung der bergischen Leidenindusirie, p. 19, reports that
during the last decades of the 18th century the few lace workers within the area boasted
a weekly wage of 7 to 8 Rthlr. At the same time, the silk weavers earned 4 to 5 Rithlr,
per week while the majority of journeymen weavers working on linen got about 3 Rthlr,
According to W. Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 126, the bleacher’s wage per
cwt. of bleached yarn during the 1770°s was 7 Rihlr. in the Wupper valley, and in the
Mark only 5 Rrhlr.

332 Konrap Frowun, Awsichten der bergischen Industrie, « Niedertheinische Blatter »,
vol, IV (Dortmund, 1803), pp. 569-371. These remarks suggest quite unmistakably the
influence of Adam Smith and his classic indictment of monopoly privilege for diverting
the flow of capital from its patural ways, for raising the rate of profit and prices and,
in the long fun, for slowing down the rate of growth. Wedith of Nations (Cannan Edi-
tion), pp. 570-579, For g discussion of these issues see Maurice Dobb’s celebrated essay
on Imperialisz, in « Political Economy and Capitalism » {London: Routledge and Xegan
Paul, 1937), esp. pp. 223-226 and the admirable study by DonaLp Wincu, Classical Polis-
ical Economy and Colonies (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1965), pp. 9-14,
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including the immediately vicinity, thrived. Contemporaries and
many historians since then have expressed their admiration for the
progress achieved by the twin cities during the last decade of the
18th century. Moreover, these observers agreed, almost unani-
mously, that this happy state was in no small part due to the propi-
tiousness of existing political arrangements> Residing in Man-
nheim, a carefree Carl Theodor and his equally pleasure secking
court were not really concerned with the mundane matters of as
distant a place as the Wupper valley. Nor could the provincial
government in Disseldorf, limited by its meager resources, mold in
any consistent manner the twin cities’ course of development. Only
a few locally resident officials were to exceed, at one time or another,
their mandate and try to implement, according to their own lights,
some modest mercantilist schemes fashionable at the time.**

This then was laissez-faire by virtue of « benign neglect »* To

333 Both Schmidt and Wiebeking stressed the importance of commercial freedom
as having been decisive in the attainment of 18th century industrial property. E.F. Wie-
beking, who appears to have been one of the early German converts to the teachings of
Adam Smith, was particulatly emphatic on that point: «...the commetcial freedom enjoyed
here quietly and without public display by every manufacturer and merchant would be
cause for much advertisement in many a foreign land. Here there are no inspections by
excise officials and the like... », Beitrige zur Kurpfilzischen Staatengeschichte, p. 21. The
foreign land which was so unfavorably compared with the Duchy of Berg was, of course,
Prussia. And writing somewhat later, K. Froun, Ansichten der Bergischen Industrie,
pp. 535-536 was even more explicit in his praise of the lzissez-faire economy: « As long
as they were under one crown, the Duchies of Jiilich and Berg provide a classic example
that the maintenance of a flourishing commerce reguites neither a tarifi nor government
supervision, Mote important, these Duchies offer proof that such a trade and rariffs,
especially in small German principalities, ate sttictly incompatible. Cut off from the
United Netherlands by provinces where a monarch tried to regulate the commetce of his
states by way of a tariff scheme, the Duchies of Jiilich and Berg, fully enjoying freedom
of trade, were shle to attract into their midst industry which was no longer viable in the
rich Netherlands and which by-passed the Duchy of Cleve. They {the Duchies of Jiilich
and Berg) were able to attract this industry without offering any advantages or induce-
ments except cheap wages and the insouciance of their authorities. What makes this
choice of location even more remarkable was the willingness of the industry to forego
the most important advantages which it would expect in the Prussian provinces. Neither
the same religion nor the production of indispensible raw materials sufficed to place this
industry in the states of the great Frederick under whase crown it could hope for strict
supervision and protection and in whose vicinity, by contrast, it had to fear his op-
pression... ».

33 See J. Hasuacen, Politische-und Religionsgeschichte des Bergischen Landes,
pp. 189-193.

335 K. Rmcer, Bedingungen der Wirtschaftsentwickliung, pp. 94-56.
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be sure, the ducal authorities were glad to see Elberfeld and Barmen
waxing rich if for no other reason that the inhabitants of these
towns were to make a much needed contribution to a chronically
hardpressed treasury. Given fiscal considerations of this sort, the
government was ready to pass laws and regulations in support of
Berg’s industrial expansion provided such a program was to be
inexpensive. Religious tolerance and exemption of the twin cities
from military conscription were the most notable and probably the
most efective of these measures Taxes during this period were
low and tariff duties, though insignificant, more often than not
honored in the breach””

Interestingly enough, their persistently precarious finances made
the Duke and his officials resort frequently to the sale of govern-
ment lands situated in the Wupper valley. Usually they did so in
haste and below market price. Not surprisingly, the rich local
merchants were the principal beneficiaries of these transactions.
They were the ones who had the ready cash to avail themselves of
the favorable terms thereby foreshadowing a pattern the Rhenish
boutgeosie in general was to enjoy when Napoleon decided to market
the estates he had confiscated from the church. And one of the
historic consequences of these real estate sales by the ducal autho-
rities was that the Elberfeld-Barmen capitalist enhanced still fur-
ther their already unchallenged position in society.™

Besides, the very passivity of the ducal government created a
power vacuum which the rich and old established dealers were
called upon to fill. As Sidney Pollard has so perceptively shown,
in 2 manufacturing society prior to full blown industrialization and
the coming of the Welfare state, leading entrepreneurs cannot escape
the obligation or having to fashion for themselves the total environ-

33 W. Crecerrus, Beitrdge zur Bergisch-Niederrbeinischen Geschichte, especially
pp. 129-130.

33 Tu. InceN, Die Landzille im Herzogtum Berg, « Zeitschrift des Bergischen Gesch-
ichtsvereins », vol. 38 {1905), pp. 268-276. Ilgen also shows that in view of the specificity
of most duties, the inflation of this peried eroded even further their alteady limited effect-
iveness,

338 W. Crecerius, Beitrige zur Bergisch-Niederrbeinischen Geschichie, pp. 130-131
and J. HASHAGEN, Politische-und Religionsgeschichte des Bergisches Landes, p. 203,
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ment in which they do business.’” Given the peculiarities of the

political scene in this locale and the area’s long tradition of social
responsibility, the Wupper valley merchants were especially willing
to continue to bear the burdens of public office. For centuries they
had discharged the duties of aldermen, including Mayor, elders in
their respective churches and administrators of the Garnnabrung.
But whereas until recently these optimates had done so as the
« worthies » of quasi-overgrown industrial villages, from now on
they were to do so as a city-type gentry in a decidedly urban
context.*®

By the late 18the century this metcantile élite had become a
close knit oligarchy, entry into which became increasingly difficule.”
No longer bothered about the criticism voiced by a minority bewail-
ing the passing of simpler days, the successful dealers and manufac-
turers practiced a life of luxury befitting their affluence. Fancy
houses, elegant furnishings, expensive jewetly, good wines, private
tutors and their wives corresponding in French, wete some of the
hallmarks of this select group.”?

In 1775, to underscore as it were their preeminence, Elber-
feld’s most prominent men of affairs decided to establish a club, the
so-called geschlossene Lesegellschaft?® The list of its founding

339 Sipxpy PoLLARD, The Genesis of Modern Management - A Study of the Indusirial
Revolution in Great Britain (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 1963}, esp.
pp. 197-208.

340 As regards the extent of urbanization in the Valley, see WitHELM GiiTHLING
(editor), Fine webrkundliche Beschreibung des Bergischen Landes, pp. 132-134.

341 See especially, ELLY MourMANN, Siudic zu den ersten otganisatorischen Bestre-
bungen der Bourgeoisie in einigen Stidten des Rbeinlandes, in E. GiersiEpen and
D. Loscur (editors), « Beitrige zur Deutschen Wirtschafts-und Sozialgeschichte des 18.
and 19. Jahrhunderts » {Berlin: Akademie-Verlag, 1962}, p. 217

342 These complaints about the pervasiveness of luxuty were mentioned by J. Has-
HAGEN, Politische und Religionsgeschichte, p. 191, For a censorious stance by a contemp-
orary regarding the prevalance of lusury which supposedly affected all classes in soclety,
see F. G. MijLLer, Choragraphic von Schwelm, pp. 19-20. While Miiller deplores these
parvenue eforts to emulate the richest and most distinguished, he also admits one rede-
eming feature of this development: «In this way, they (the patvenues) are forced to
spend more on the education of their children if only because they want to make their
descendants more genteel ».

343 For an account of this organization, see D.A. von Carwap, Die geschlossene
Lesegesellschaft in Elberfeld, « Zeitschrift des Bergischen Geschichtsvereins », vol. 1T
(1863), pp. 54-55 and G. von Evnean, Die Unternebmungen der Familie vow Rath,
pp. 200-202.

387



Herbert Kisch

members reads like like the city’s « Social Register ». Rules about
blackballing undesirable applicants were promptly incorporated into
the society’s statutes. But such exclusiveness could hardly have
been directed against the hoi polloi; even if an ordinary Elbetfelder
had wanted to join, the price of admission alone would have been
sufficient to deter him. For by the 1780’s the membership fee
(collected from among fifty members) had been set at no less than
350 Thlr., almost the equivalent of an average weaver’s biannual
earnings. These very high dues were to finance the new building
with its library and spacious club rooms — completed in 1783 —
plus an ample larder and equally well stocked wine cellar.*

It was in this kind of elegant setting that the recherché company
gathered every Wednesday. They began their meeting with an
elaborate meal, a practice which in all probability their ancestor
would have denounced as an ungodly tribute to Bacchus. Be that
as it may, having thus satisfied their palates and lubricated
themselves into loquacity, the assembled membets finally got down
to what was presumably the main part of the agenda: a lecture to
be followed by discussion. In this way it was hoped that these
men of action, immersed in the day to day problems as traders and
honotaty office holders, would at least have some opportunity to
broaden their minds by sampling the refinements of culture and
learning *®

A program of the lecture series survives. To judge from this
list, the subjects discussed on these occasions covered a wide range. ™
Holding forth at the inaugural ceremonies of the club’s new pre-
mises, one orator described as to what transpired to date during
these « Wednesday evenings»: «Either a member ot an outside
lecturer delivers a paper on a topic in history or ethics or physics
or statistics or business... »>¥ However, two years later the banker
Abraham Kersten, the rector spiritus of this society, addressed one
of these weekly sessions and was moved to utter some hatsh words
concerning lapses on the part of the membership from the lofty

34 D. A. von CamnaP, Die geschlossene Lesegesellschaft in Elberfeld, pp. 5660,
343 [bid.
346 D. A, von Caznap, Die geschlossene Lesegesellschaft in Elberfeld, pp. 63-69.
M7 Ibid,
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purposes which had originally inspired the founders of this or-
ganization:>*®

« It is true that during the early stages (of this society) we were more
expertly instructed by our learned gentlemen and we experimented with elec-
trical and other machines. Indeed, there ar a few among us who are experts
in these fields. But it may be that some of us have annoyed these learned
members by disturbing their lectures by side conservations. Be that as it
may, from this vear on (1785)... we should at least utilize that one hour
(on Wednesday from 6-7) more fruitfully and more interestingly. In fact, a
certain writer, whom I have not read myself, has reported that we devote
but one hour a week to nurturing our mind while the rest of the time we
indulge our body... ».

Here then was a group of men by no means as dedicated to
the pursuit of knowledge and the advancement of science and tech-
nology as their remarkable contemporaries in Birmingham’s Lunar
Sociery>” Though well heeled and well travelled, the locals were
not the refined literary type; when'in 1774 the resident doctor and
philosopher Jung-Stilling brought the already well-known Goethe
to one of those weekly dinners, no one present had as yet yeard his
name.® Clearly, Elberfeld’s haute wvolée preferred to enjoy the
surcease, after a day’s labor, in a convivial atmosphere given to free
and easy talk and good food and wine. But even though these
earthy men did not wish to tax their brains unduly during their
leisure time by pursuing high brow endeavors, it still would be
most interesting to know what they talked about and how they
viewed the world around them.

« Rhenanus non scribet », at least not for the record and ergo
posterity will never know to what extent these merchant-prices
had been exposed to the currents of contemporary thought. ' Had

348 Ibid.

349 A social historian {perhaps somewhat unfairly) cannot avoid this invidious com-
parison. For an account of this Midland group, see the excellent study by Roserr E.
ScHoriELb, The Lunar Society of Birmingham - A Social History of Provincial Sciemce
and Indusiry in Eighteenth Century England {Oxford: The Clarendon Press, 1963).

350 HerMANN M. FLasomeck, Goetbe in Elberfeld - Juli 1774 (Elberfeld: A. Martini
and Griittetien, 1929), p. 43 and pp. 47-48.

351 For some comments regarding the influences of the Enlighteniment in the Wupper
valley during the second half of the Eighteenth century, see W. REEs, Kunst-und Kultur-
geschichte, pp. 510515, According to Rees, the impact of rationalism at that time was
considerable.
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at least some of them, in one way or another, embraced the En-
lightenment or the scepticism of a Voltaire? And if so, did they
challenge, from this vantage point, those among them who remained
faithful to the canons of the old religion? And even more directly
relevant to this study, how did these men, in the leadership roles
as the area’s principal employers and major competitors in world
markets, teact to rapid urbanization and more generally to the
changes being wrought in economy and society, here and abtoad? **2

The strict censorship imposed by the authorities and, more
specifically, official distrust of associations like the Lesegesellschaft
as potential havens of subversion go far to explain this atmosphere
of silence Under these circumstances the Berg inhabitants, and
especially the more notable burghers, considered it the better part
of wisdom to be most reticent about their views on any issue of
public import. While political events, great and small, foreign and
domestic, were surely raised in the club rooms of the reading
society, the members saw to it that the gist of these conversations
never reached the marketplace.” __

These developments point up an important though by no means
unique phenomenon of European history: for all their commercial
acumen and success in the capitalist race, the Wupper valley
metchant-manufacturers were men devoid of political power, a kind
of stunted bourgeoisie with no hope of sharing directly in the
decision making process of government. In turn, the suppression
of public discussion as practiced by the Berg officials also accounts
for the absence of a public opinion. Finally, the long-run implications
of this kind of illiberal environment led to an obviuos hiatus, typical
of an ambience stifling political life and public debate. This com-

332 As regards opposition to the Lesegesellschaft and to Disseldorf’s masonic frater-
nities by the Church authorities, see W. Regs, Kunst und Kulturgeschichte, pp. 520-521
and D. A. von Carnar, Die geschlossene Lesegellschaft in Elberfeld, pp. 80-82.

353 Ibid.

354 See especially J, HasHaceN, Politische und Religionsgeschichte, p. 199. Also,
H. RineeL, Bedingungen der Wirtichaftsentwicklung, p. 106 makes a telling point that
these widely travelled merchants presumaebly imparted their impression asbout the big
world to their immediate family only and not to the town at large. How far this was
in response to the prevailing censorship and how far part of entrepreneurial stategy to
keep from the menu penple new ideas, remains a moot point.
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mercially, highly developed society never articulated commensurately
sophisticated views regarding the tensions and pressures to which,
in one form or another, those living in the Wupper valley were
being subjecied.””

The ban on criticism and dissent was meant to preserve the
established order. But the authorities did not always succeed in
their efforts. Occasionally, censorship simply drove the malaise
underground where it festered before etupting into the open. At
such a stage anxious officials could not avoid paying at least some
attention to what seemed an overt threat to social harmony and
peace. Countless petitions, counterpetitions and bureaucratic mar-
ginalia have found their way into archives where they survive. In
the absence of pamphlets, newspaper articles and books, these extant
documents are the only evidence on the basis of which historians
have been both able to assess the nature as well as the extent of
group rivalries and class antagonism straining Wupper valley society
during the last decades of the 18th century.

Resentment on the part of Barmen’s entrepreneurs over Elber-
feld domination within the Garnnabung was the proximate cause of
one of those altercations. This long drawn out dispute, expertly
summarized by Walter Dietz with respect to sequence and issues,
epitomizes some of the local problems at a time when the economy
was experiencing rapid progress and structural change>® To repeat,
a thriving Barmen specialized increasingly in the making of narrow
fabrics, the so-called «Barmen wares», and in the bleaching of
linen yarn. By contrast, a no less prospering Elberfeld concentrated
on the manufacture of broad fabrics and, above all, on commerce
and finance. In turn, the almost ineluctable consequence of so pro-
nounced a differentiation of functions between the twin cities was
an equally marked divergence among the respective burghers in
their general viewpoint and specifically in their perception as to

335 In the England of George III, the lively debates, among rulers and ruled, con-
cerning public issues « testifying to the wide dispersion of interest in questions before
the country » have been emphasized by Wesley C. Mitchell as among the important fac-
tors responsible for the environment conducive to the emergence of classical political
economy; Tvpes of Econowmic Theory - From Mercantilism 1o Istitutionalism, J. Dorfman
(editor) (New York: Augustus M. Kelley, 1967), vol. I, p. 60.

356 W, Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 128 ff.
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whiat the Garanabrung could and should do to promote the pu-
blic weal.

As bleachers, the Barmen producers paid the so-called Zen:-
nergeld which constituted the Garunbarung’s principal revenue.
Given the size of their contribution, these bleachers felt that their
representation within the Garmnabrung should be in some way
proportional to their taxation. Yet Elberfeld’s merchants enjoyed
a commanding position within the Garunabung by virtue of their
wealth and their strategic role as the leaders and bankers of the
region’s textile business. To appreciate all the implications of this
conflict it is well worth remembering that the Garnnabrung remained
the most powerful institution within the Berg economy. Though
no longer imposing output quotas on the bleachers, the Garnnabrung
had managed to extend its supervisory functions over virtually all
the textile activities located in the twin cities.”” Even more signifi-
cantly, the ducal authorities recognized the Garnnabrung as an early
type Chamber of Commerce performing the role of spokesman and
representative for the manufacturing and commercial interests of
this valley’®

The Barmen members were not shy in expressing their specific
grievances. They were particularly annoyed that Garannabrang
meetings — the annual convention and the more frequent sessions
attended solely by the eight Garnmeister and their alternates —
were being exclusively held in Elberfeld. The Barmen burghers
resented the long trek to Elberfeld and as an imposition and as an
insult, symbolic of the subordinate status to which they felt their
neighbors were subjecting them, at a time, when Barmen’s contri-
butions to the Garnnabrung treasury were one third larger than
those made by Elberfeld. And this is why Barmen demanded that
the Garnnabrung rescind the practice but introduced in the 18th
century and revert to the old custom of holding its sessions alterna-
tely in both cities.””

357 W, Dretz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 30-31.

358 That the Garnnabrung controlled all textile activities in the Wupper valley is
emphasized by W. LANGEWIESCHE (editor), Beschreibung und Geschichie dieser Doppel-
stadt, p. 272.

332 W. Dnetz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 125-131.
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Besides, the Barmen members were incensed by some of the
consequences of Elberfeld’s privilege, Whenever an issue debated
at a Garnnabrung meeting was controversial and its outcome ap-
peared in doubt, the Elberfeld oligarchy, by virtue of its locational
advantage, was able to summon at very short notice relatives and
petty traders who resided nearby and who had previously been
instructed how to cast their ballots. Invariably, the delivery of the
bloc vote secured a comfortable majority for the Elberfeld side.*®

Given this power constellation, it is not surprising that Gars-
nabrung policy reflected the interests of the entrepreneurs in Elber-
feld rather than of those in Barmen, The latter felt themselves sorely
disadvantaged. When, on behalf of the Garnnabrung, Elberfeld’s
leading official took the Barmen traders to task for engaging in the
illicit traffic with yarn bleached in the establishments of the neigh-
boring Mark, the latter refuted the charge. In reply they recited their
accomplishments during the last hundred years and in no uncertain
manner accused the Garunabrung for using its funds to advance
the Elberfeld silk manufacture while, at the same time, ignoring the
difficulties of Barmen’s bleachers when the French raised, by about
20 per cent, the import duties on Barmen yarn.'

As part of this antagonism, the Barmen merchants also felt that
their counterparts enjoyed an undue advantage by having their own
court of law where Elberfeld aldermen were competent to deal
with commercial cases; the city fathers obviously did so with
understanding and sympathy for the merchant’s position. By con-
trast, the Barmen court was presided over by a judge, who as a
bureaucrat and a Catholic, viewed traders and their enterprizes
primarily in terms of their contributions to the state treasury.>?
Be that as it may, the officials at the Mannheim court seemed neither
too concerned nor too well informed about the causes and conse-
quences of the disputes. Routinely, they referred all complaints
to the Vice-Chancellor Knapp in Diisseldorf. Though Knapp was

360 W, Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrang, pp. 131-132.

381 Jbid. At one timme Barmen's members wanted to refuse payment of their contrib-
utions to the Garnnabrung treasury.

362 V7. Dietz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 130,
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supposedly partial to the commercial interests, he agonized over
these problems without ever reaching a decision.

As the century ran out, animosities and invidious comparisons
between classes and group in the Wupper valley became increasingly
acrimonious. Given the pervasiveness of the regional boom, this
is in no way surprising. From the pinnacles of success, the rich
merchants sought, with characteristic impatience, to consolidate their
present gains and thereby prepare the basis for further advances.
Specifically, they tried to bend the institutional framework of Berg
society in the direction that would allow them to escape the grip
of Garnnabrung regulations >

In social terms this type of entrepreneurial thrust amounted to
no less than a frontal attack upon the existing privileges of the
petty bourgeoisic — the local bleachers, domestic attisans and
traders, These middling ranks were already feeling the pinch of
market forces and consequently resisted with great vigor any further
encroachment on their time-honoted rights. In view of current
developments these efforts proved largely in vain. But whatever
their outcome, these struggless point unmistakably to the uneasiness
widespread among a social class that had to adapt, at times paint-
fully, to the consequences of industrial expansion.

To what extent fears of proletarization were the main reason
for these anxieties and resentments can be gleaned from some of
the arguments enunciated in the course of the Schlickum affair.*
J.P. Schlickum was one of Elberfeld’s leading Siamoisen merchants.
Son of a well-known family and husband of a Siebel, he definitely
belonged to the local élite.™ In 1792 the Barmen section of the
Garnnahrung brought charges against Schlickun for having ordered

363 The aggressiveness of the larger entrepremeurs in trying to mold a laissez-faire
economy is well brought out by E. MoHRMANN, Studic zu den ersten organisatorischen
Bestrebungen der Bourgeoitie in einigen Stidfen des Rbeinlandes, esp. pp. 248-249.

364 See Staatsarchiv Diisseldorf - Tiilich Berg II, 1805/11, « Acten zur Sache Ober
tnd Unter-Barmen Garnmeister wider J.B. Schlickum gemeinschaftlicte Absichten », and
Jiitick Berg II, 18057111, vol. II. « Acten zur Sache Ober und-unter Barmen Garnmeister
wider J.P. Schlickum... ».

363 As regards Schlickum, see the very flattering account by JoHann WILHELM
Fiscier (Dr. Walther von Eynern, editor), Nachrichten aus meinem Leben, in « Zeit-
schrift des Bergischen Geschichtsvereins », vol, 58 (1929}, p. 45.
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from the Wichlingausen cabinet maker Serrenberg a ribbon loom
for the express purpose of having it shipped to the Alsatian town
of Rappolsweiler. As the plaintiffs pointed out, Schlickum had
already set up, in the form of a company en commandite, a business
in that locality and had sent there one of his former employees to
manage it. Presumably, one reason for establishing this new business
was to facilitate the importation into France of Wupper valley
textiles, The other alleged reason for the new enterprise was to
provide the basis for the manufacture of Barmen wares and thereby
escape the tariff barriers the new French government was expected
to impose on manufactured imports.”*®

These were serious accusations considering that this was still
the mercantilist age when here as elsewhere the promotion of local
industry outside prescribed geographic limits was considered a
major offense. Accordingly, the Barmen Garnmeister requested the
Elberfeld judge to issue a warrant for Schlickum’s arrest. Signi-
ficantly, Elberferd’s Garnnabrung trustees disassociated themselves
from the Barmen charge.® No less noteworthy was Schlickum’s
reaction; he fled the valley and did not return to defend himself
until he was granted a safe conduct.’®

To Schlickum’s great satisfaction Vice Chancellor Knapp was
the official entrusted by the ducal government to examine and
possibly adjudicate this conflict. Knapp issued his report in May
1792. In essence this memorandum reproduced the arguments
made by Schlickum in his own defense. Knapp did not so much
as deny the Garnnabrung charges, least of all the existence of the
firm in Rappolsweiler. Instead he minimized their import. Clearly,
this kind of bureaucratic posture was to reflect Knapp’s unquestion-

366 See the trustees’ report Aclemmdssige Awusfihrungen der Griinden... {probably
Angust 1792), in « Jilig Berch I », 1805/111, vol. If, pp. 49-60.

367 Idem, p. 31, «.Indeed, for some time now the Elberfeld and Barmen Gars-
nabrung members rarely agree on issues of mutual interest. Nor were they to be of one
mind on this matter. The reason for the attitude of the Elberfelder was perhaps due to
the fact that Schlickum is a relative of some of their leading members and especially a next
of kin of the Garsmeister in office at the time. Or perhaps it was due to the fact that
few of the Elberfeld members deal in ribbons and that hardly anyone among them has
his main outlet in France...»,

368 Tdem, p. 53.
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able partiality towards the rich merchants*® However, it remains

a moot point whether Knapp’s biases were the result — as the
Garnnabrung hinted — of outright bribery or the tesult of a view
that harddriving entrepreneurs like Schlickum, especially if given
a free rein, were the embodiment of progress. Be that as it may,
even though the dispute does not seem to have been tesolved, some
of the information produced in the course of this conflict allows
one to assess from just another vantage point the structure of the
Wupper valley textile industry and the mood of those involved in
its manufacture.

Mounting his own defense, Schlickum enumerated, as capitalists
are wont to do on occasions’ of this sort, his contributions to the local
economy. By no means reticent about these accomplishments, he
claimed to have been a pioneer of the Wupper valley Turkish red
dye industry and generally an innovator with respect to new and
costly machines. Similarly, he asserted that the new firms set up
in the Alsace would serve the long run interest of this area as well.””

According to Schlickum’s testimony, his annual wage bill
amounted to 25000 Rthlr. With this figure he obviously meant
to impress the authorities regarding his tole as an employer of
hundreds of people. Simultaneously, he wanted to issue a warning
that these jobs would be in jeopatdy unless the government would
heed his demand and grant him a ducal moratorium to stave off his
creditors.’”

Schlickum elaborated that his temporary insolvency had come
about despite his basically sound financial position. His annual
profits reached 11000 Rthlr, His net worth stood at 45,000 Rthlr.
and besides, he could expect some 50,000 guilders at the death of
his mother-in-law.”® His predicament, therefore, was simply the
result of the notoriety he had gained following the charges made
against him and, more specifically, because of calumnies the Garn-
nabrung had spread about him. Under these circumstances, his

363 Staatsarchiv Diisseldorf - Jilich-Berg, 1805/11, vol, I. «Acten zur Sache Ober-
und Unter Barmen Garnmeister wider Johann Peter Schlickum... ».

370 Jilich-Berg II, 1805/11, pp. 24-34 and Jilich-Berg II, 1805/I11, vol. 1.

3 Ibid.

372 Jifich-Berg 11, 1805/11, pp. 25-34 (Schlickum’s defense) and «Knapp’s Report»;
Jilich-Berg, 1805/111, vol. 1, pp. 7 4.
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creditors had become increasingly nervous and suddenly pressed
him for repayment. He, of course, could not meet these demands
all at once in view of the aforementioned slow turnover of his.
business transactions - i.e. most of his assets were in the form of
inventories and loans outstanding to weavers, other suppliers and,
above all, to customets.’”

Schlickum’s « liquidity crisis» raises some interesting points
concerning the as yet rudimentary natute of the Wupper valley
capital market. It appears that the practice (observed during earlier
periods) for local burghers to place their funds at the disposal of
the large merchant-manufacturers continued throughout the 18th
century. In the absence of other investment outlets the smaller
savers had virtually no alternative but to lend their surpluses to
the export traders who could turn them to profitable use. This, of
course, meant that the financial stxucture of this valley economy
was built on somewhat precarious foundations. Akin to latter day
saving and loan associations, grands marchands like Schlickum were
incurring considerable risks as they engaged in borrowing short
to lend long.*™

In any event, Barmen’s Garnnabrung trustees were not to be
cowed by what they castigated as « the shortcomings and the blatant
partiality of the (official) investigation to date’” In a Promemoria
and subsequently in a printed memorandum, the trustees sought
to refute, with seemingly solid evidence, both the gist of the Knapp
report as well as the arguments advanced by the defendant himself.”
Schlickum’s affairs were hardly in a state, the trustees insisted, to
rouse invidious comparisons. More important, the defendant’s con-
tention that the supervisory competence of the Garnnabrung did
not extend to ribbons any more than to « the trade in Lyon silks...
ot Swiss watches », the trustees rebutted by assuming the stance of

373 Schlickum’s report Jélich-Berg, 1805/11, esp. p. 33.

374 Also, E. StrUTZ, 175 Jabre Abr. Frowein junior, pp. 27-30.

375 Tiltich-Berg, 1805/111, vol. II. « Actenmiissige Ausfiihrung der Griindes... »,
pp. 4960, esp. p. 57 where the Barmen trustees also ask « that the Privy Councilors
Fretherrn von Kylltmann and Windescheid be entrusted with the reexamination of the
present investigation...». This is a printed memorandum.

316 Filich-Berg 1I, 1805/I. « Acten zur Sache Ober-und Unter Barmen Garn-
meister... », pp. 92-95.
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a pedagogue abour to teach Schlickum and his bureaucratic sup-
porters a lesson in local historiography:*”

« ..Since the Garnnabrung edict specifically mentions the yarn trade only,
the opinion handed down by the Privy Council seems to assume that the sale
of tibbons is not forbidden. However, such an assumption is fraught with
the greatest danger for the local manufacturing community and, besides, is
totally wrong... (their italics).

«In olden days, at the time the Garanahrung privilege was originally
granted, bleaching and the yarn trade were virtually our only source of
income. Now, however, it is the ribbon manufacture which sustains the
current prosperity of our business. Because of this manufacture the present
volume of yarn sales exceeds a thousand fold the yarn sales of those early
yeass...

Presently, the ribbon manufacture is our staple production and provides
a livelihood for several thousand workers. For Barmen’s commerce, France
is the principal outlet, a market that would be irrevocably lost if production
wete to be transferred there and Barmen goods, as a matter of course, would
be declared contraband... » 57

According to Jacobi and Knapp (as Mohrmann perceptively
points out),” those opposing the Garnnabrung dared not as yet
express these opinions aloud, neither in 1774 nor in 1784. Howe-
ver, by 1792 the atmosphere had sufficiently changed, in part
because of the boom, in part as a result of political developments
in France, for those advocating laissez-faire to bring these views
into the open. Eventually, even the ducal authorities dismissed
the Garnnabrung claims and thus in effect sided with Schlickum

But the dispute having thus been laid to rest, the question still
remains unanswered as to why Schlickum should have been singled
out for prosecution, After all, over the years many a Wupper valley
merchant had, in one way or another, contravened against Garn-
nabrung rules without evoking reprisals. On most occasions the
Garnmeister clearly preferred to ignore these peccadilloes and one
is therefore tempted to hypothesize that.the Garnmeister only

377 Jitich-Berg 11, 1825/11. « Acten zur Seche Ober-und Unter Barmer Garnmeister
wider Johann Peter Schlickum... ».

378 Staatsarchiv Diisseldorf, Jillich-Berg, 1825/11. «Acten zur Sache... wider Johann
Peter Schiickum... ».

379 E. MOHRMANN, Studien zu den ersten organisatorischen Bestrebungen der Bour-
peoisie in einigen Stidien des Rbeinlandes, pp. 248-249.

380 Ihid.
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bestirred themselves against those who by virtue of their prominence
and because of the spectacular nature of their activities threatened
the very basis of the status quo. And this is probably why the
Garnnabrung took so determined a stand against men like Bockmiihl
and Schlickam and last but not least against Johann Gottfried
Briigelmann.*

J.G. Briigelmann (1750-1802) was the prototype of a Schumpe-
terian innovator.”™ Apprenticed initially to his father, a prominent
Elberfeld Verleger and Mayor, the young Briigelmann subsequently
proceeded for further training to Basel. At the time, this Swiss
city was the hub of a rapidly expanding cotton manufacture and
it is probably from the experience gained in this buoyant environ-
ment that Briigelmann embraced the dominant vision of his life:
Berg industry, if it wanted to progress, would have to absorb the
superior technology practised by its West European competitors.
In this sense Brijgelmann was the first of a long and distinguished
line of Rhineland pioneers who, throughout the 19th century,
exhorted, by word and deed, their fellow manufacturers to install
in their plants the more up — to — date machinery Belgian, French
and above all, English entrepreneurs had been using for some years
already ®

Given this kind of orientation, Briigelmann’s journey to En-
gland, in 1780, became, to all intents and purposes, a « spying mis-
sion». Visiting many of the island’s celebrated manufacturing
centers, Briigelmann observed with expertise all new forms of
production and management. At the Arkwright factory he even
managed to get hold of a spinning machine which, according to
his own admission, he then smuggled out of the country. By the
standards of that day, this was a rather risky undertaking.™

381 Regarding opposition by the Garmnabrang and the authorities to the introduc-
tion of machinery, see X, Froun, Assichten der Bergischen Industrie, p. 369 fin. and
FriEpRrICH SEITZ, Reisebeschreibungen iiber das Bergische Land aus dem Ende des achi-
zebnten [abrbunderis, « Zeitschrift des Bergischen Geschichtsvereins », vol. 40 (1907),
p. 45.

382 Franz Joser GeMmmert, Die Entwicklung der dltesten kontinentalen Spinnerei -
Eine betriebs-wirtschaftliche - bistorische  Untersuchung (Leipzig: M. Jinecke, 1927),
pb. 68 and W. Dierz, Die Wappertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 115-120.

383 F. Y. GEMMERT, Die Entwicklung der iltesten kontinentalen Spinnerei, pp. 10-13,

384 WirneLM TRrEUE, Eine preussische ‘technologische’ Reise in die besetzten Ge-
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Once installed in Elberfeld the new machine could not be made
to function properly. Briigelmann, however, was not to be daunted
by so minor a setback. Promptly, he secured the services of an
English mechanic who, in turn, sought the cooperation of local
loom makers and craftsmen attuned to the needs of the Wupper
valley textile industry. Together these men were able to produce,
with the imported spinning machine setving as a model, a new one
that worked.”

At the sight of these spinning machine the Elberfeld members
of the Garnnabrung were seized by all kinds of fears. From their
petty bourgeois perspective, the revolutionary requirements of the
water frame and mule, with respect to power and factory organization,
seemed ominous. Accordingly, they pressured their Garnnabrung
trustees to oppose Briigelmann’s petition to the authorities demand-
ing 2 monopoly privilege for a spinning mill he planned to erect.
Briigelmann considered it only right that his considerable expen-
ditures to date — mounting to about 20,000 Rthlr. by 1783 — and
his proposed outlay should be secured against intetlopers. In the
end, the ducal government accepted the validity of Briigelmann’s
argument and granted him a monopoly for twelve years; not for
forty years as be had wanted *®

Briigelmann built his spinning mill — five stories high — in
Ratingen near Diisseldorf and named it, in honor of Arkwright,
Cromford. Driven by water power, it was an imposing looking
establishment, the first of its kind in the German lands. The new
venture proved a resounding success. From the beginning, the
various numbers of yarns produced on the water frame, on the
mule and the mule jenny respectively were of the highest quality
and found ready customers, at home and abroad. The superiority
of the mechanically spun warps was especially conspicuous and

bicte im Jabre 1814, « Vierteljahrschrift fiir Sozial-und Wirtschaftsgeschichte », vol. 28,
no. 1 (1935), p. 27 and W.O. Henperson, Britzin and Industrial Europe 1750-1850 -
Studies in British Influence in the Industrial Revolution in Western Europe, p. 142
{Liverpool: The University Press, 1954).

385 F.J. GemmMerT, Die Entwicklung der dltesten Kontinentalen Spinnerei, p. 10.

38 W. Dierz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 117-118.
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prompted Briigelmann, who was forever seeking new spheres of
endeavor, to set up on his own premises weaving looms manufactut-
ing Muselin, towels and napkins. He also installed mechanized
knitting frames producing stockings, underwear and knit wares.®
Finally, in 1789, Briigelmann opened a Turkish red dye plant in
Pempelfort — on J. H. Jacobi’s former estate and thus was able
to claim to be the first in the Rhineland to operate a vertically
integrated textile mill.”®

Briigelmann was not a man content to devote his efforts to one
business only. He accordingly continued, in partnership with his
brother, to manage the parental firm while simultaneously he
assisted his brother-in-law J.F. Bredt in starting a mechanized cotton
spinning mill in Barmen. For a short time, Briigelmann was also
involved in a partnership with Johann Lenssen in Rheydt and finally
in manufacturing enterprizes both in Cologne as well as in Munich.
He cleatly had the golden touch. When he died, in 1802, his worth
was estimated at 600,000 Rthlr.”®

Whatever his triumphs, it is nevertheless significant to note
that Briigelmann decided, in 1782, to build his Cromford mill
outside the Wupper valley, somewhat distant from the «external
economies » the twin cities had to offer. The hostility to innovations
on the part of his colleagues many have been one reason for this
change of venue. But thete may have been another and more
weighty reason — friction with his weavers. At the time, the
Wupper valley merchants were engaged in a serious dispute with
the linen weavers and their guild. Briigelmann was in the thick
of it. And curious though it may seem, the Garnnabrung member-
ship which feared and opposed his innovations, in this instance of
class antagonism admired Briigelmann for his determined stand
against the weavers and their demands.’®

Briigelmann’s hassle with his operatives was the culmination of
a Jong drawn out altercation between the valley’s masterful mer-

387 V. J. GeMMERT, Die Entwicklung der dltesten Kontinenialen Spinnerei, pp. 39-60.
388 F. J, GEMMERT, Die Entwickiung der dltesten Kontinentalen Spinnerei, pp. 79-80.
385 Ibid.

30 W, Dierz, Die Wappertaler Garnnabrung, pp. 114-116,
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chant-manufacturers and their embittered weavers. The weavers had
much to be angry about; ever since the mid-century, in fact since
they appeared on the scene in sizable numbers, their position had
been detetiorating. And not even their above mentioned guild was
able to arrest this tendency towards proletarization.’”

There were several reasons why the guild rules and regulations
proved ineffective in countering the decline of the weavers’ status.
For one, the linen and Siamoisen trades Jocated in the neighboring
Mark and the rural Berg parishes set the overall tone-price and
quality wise-for the industry in the whole region. This, obviously,
was hard on the Elberfeld-Barmen weavers who, in order to survive
under these competitive circumstances, were forced to absorb the
high food prices and soaring rents of their urban habitat.®?

To aggravate matters still further, the second half of the Eigh-
teenth Century witnessed a trend towards increased concentration
of the Siamoisen manufacture’s ancillary activtiy in the merchants’
workshops. To be able to rationalize production in this way, the
rich Verleger offered the journeymen better terms of employment
in order to hire them away from the struggling masters® As
elaborated eatlier, the Guild’s protests against these practices proved
fruitless, The ensuing changes in the industrial structure dealt
another blow to the already hardpressed masters who, so far, had
derived a sizable share of their income from the employment of
journeymen. Specifically, the masters had traditionally pocketed as
« wages of supervision» on half of the journeyman’s piece rate.

Caught in a « scissor movement » of mounting costs and at best
stable prices for the finished product, the impoverished linen masters
became progressively worse employers. This, in turn, drove the
remaining journeymen to seek out the larger workshops or to set

B A, Tuun, Die Industrie am Niederrhein und ibre Arbeiter, book 11, part II,
section III, p. 184 and above.

392 Ibid.

3 A Tuun, Die Indusirie am Niederrbein und ibre Arbeiter, book II, part II,
section III, p. 183. :

384 Staatsarchiv Diisseldorf - Jélich-Berg 11, 1803 - Barmen-Elberfeld - Zwistigheiten
zwrischen der Garnnabrung und der Linmweberzunft..., p. 186.
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up, more hurriedly than before, as independent masters. Prompted
by conditions of this sort in the labor market, the number of master
linen weavers rose form 300 in 1740 to about 1100 in 1781 while
the number of joutneymen, at the latter date, reached about a
thousand, of whom 400 were foreigners.™ Again, one need hardly
claborate that such an increase in numbers did little to improve the
weavers’ bargaining position. To all intents and purposes, the linen
weavers had become domestic wage earners in everything but in
name, beholden to the 100 merchant-manufacturers who dominated
the twin cities’ Siamoisen industry,*

From the very beginning the rich Velveger had disliked and
- opposed the guild and all it stood for. Despite its basic ineffec-
tiveness, these entrepreneurs viewed the guild as an intolerable
intetference with their power to manipulate and dispose over their
work force as they saw fit. Indeed, the manufactocracy ascribed to
the existence of the Guild prime reason why the Siamoisen manu-
factute had lagged in its progress by comparison to some of the
other trades in the area’”

With such attitudes ingrained in them the manufacturers felt
clearly outraged when the linen weavers exploited the sudden boom,
occasioned by the West Indies’ demand for linen-cotton, to press
for higher wages. According to entrepreneurial complaints, the petty
masters, at this stage, innundated by orders, supposedly accepted
yarn and then, having left if lying around their workshops, failed to
deliver the finished piece on schedule.®® This was one way for the
weavers to demonstrate their hostility against the employers. The
merchants were furious; unable to obtain redress from the autho-
rities yet unwilling to accept the conditions as given, they set up a
special fund for the express purpose of combatting what they

3% liilich-Berg 11, 1803 - Barmew Elberfeld-Zwistigkeiten..., p. 34b and A. Tuun,
Die Industrie am Niederrbein und ithre Arbeiter, book 11, section III, p. 184,

3% Ibid.

37 See report by local guild masters, Elberfeld, August 1, 178, Jélich-Berg II,
1863 - Barmen-Elberfeld-Zuwistigkeiten, pp. 19-20 and the Promemoria of August 1781
submitted by the Garmnabrung, pp. 4-8.

398 See [filich-Berg, 1803 - Barmen-Elberfeld-Zuwistigkeiten..., p. 193. Also the com-
plaint about the weavers by Commisarius Freiherr von Schlieper, pp. 112-113.
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considered as outrageous behavior on the part of their employees.”
At the same time, the merchants vowed to expell anyone from the
Garnnabrang who dared to deal with the guild *®

Within a year — i.e. by 1780, economic conditions had swung
from boom to slump. The Netherlands had become involved in
the War for United States Independence and because of it Elber-
feld-Barmen shipments to America encountered increasing diffi-
culties. ' Unemployment ensued and in the linen trades wage rates
were reduced from 315 to 214 Thaler.®® Once again, the Verleger
had gained the upper hand and, considering the circumstances, they
were by no means loathe to exploit this advantage. Symptomatically,
in 1781, Briigelmann withheld payment from a weaver who sup-
posedly had delivered a piece of short measure *”

Punitive acts of this sort caused an uproar among the masters.
The guild, to quote Thun, «threw down the gauntlet» as it
presented a memorandum to the authorities accusing. the merchants
not only of arbitrary and provocative activities but also of illegal
procedures; i.e. the merchant-manufacturers refused to bring dif-
ferences with their weavers to the guild masters for arbitration.™
To be sure, the judicial competence of the guild was never quite
clear and, invariably, the merchants tried, whenever they could, to
bypass it.

In fact, the merchants argued, in response to the guild memo-
randum, that differences between themselves and the weavers, were,
legally speaking, a private matter that only the courts could settle.*”
To this the weavers replied that from the local judge and his court
they could never hope to get justice:

399 Jilich-Berg, 1803 - Barmen-Elberfeld-Zwistigkeiten..., p. 157 and p. 197.

W0 A, Tuon, Die Industrie am Niederrbein und ibre Arbez!er, book II, part IJ,
section III, p. 185,

401 K. Frouw, Ansichten der Bergischen Industrie, p. 567.

42 A Tuun, Die Industrie am Niederrbein und ibre Arbeiter, book I1, part IT,
section II1, p. 185, According to one account, in the first six months of 1781 wageés
were reduced by 1/2 Rehle. See Jilick-Berg, 1803 - Barmen-Eiberfeld-Zwistigkeiten...,
pp. 19-20.

43 Jilich-Berg, 1803 - Barmen-Elberfeld-Zwistigkeiten..., « Pro memoria der Leinen-
weber » of August 1781, pp. 1-2.

4 Idem.

X3 Tilich-Berg, 1803 - Barmen-Elberfeld-Zwistigkeiten...,, p. 58 and p. 186.
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« ..since both the city tribunal and the magistrate consisted almost
entirely of people who were Garnnabrung members. Indeed, one might al-
most view the whole group of Elberfeld merchants as virtvally constituting
one single family which by monopolizing the positions in the magistrate and
in the court held the reins of power of this city in their hands... » 4%

Briigelmann, for example, was a magistrate and so were his brother-
in-law and his cousin.*”

In subsequent petitions the weavers reiterated their pleas to
the government not to leave them at the mercy of the employers,
« these all powerful people »... who seem to believe that « they can
force any issue by the strength of their money bags »** On another
occasion, the weaver complained’ that the Verleger are bent on
reducing them to « mete slaves », demanding « greater subservience
than even an Otriental monarch would require... ».*® An at another
time again, a weaver took offence to the term « Brodherrn» with
which the merchant-manufacturers commonly referred to them-
selves. ™

Feeling secure and confident that their actions and attitudes
befitted as much their station in life as they confirmed the drift of
events, the merchants were unwilling to concede a point. Wages,
they said, could not be raised because of competitive pressures
exerted by Swiss, Silesian, Saxon and Hessen producers. #' « Any-
way, who are these men », asked Briigelmann rhetorically and with
all the arrogance typical of his class, « nothing but weavers ».*? As
for the widespread discontent and « the regrettable efforts of these
workmen to achieve dominance over us », the Garnnabrung mem-
bers were convinced that the guild and some local agitators were
the cause of it,*’

406 Quoted by E. MourMaNN, Die ersten organisatorischen Besirebungen der Bour-
geoisie in einigerr Stidten des Rhbeinlandes, p. 217.

407 Jilich-Berg, 1803 - Barmen-Elberfeld-Zwistigkeiten..., p. 4, p. 496 and pp, 163-165,

408 Jilich-Berg, 1803 - Barmen-Elberfeld Zwistigkeiten..., p, 44 and p. 205,

40 Filich-Berg, 1803 - Barmen-Elberfeld-Zwistigkeiten..., p. 165,

M0 filich-Berg, 1803 - Barmen-Elberfeld-Ziwistighkeiten..., p. 28 b.

411 See F. MourMmann, Die ersten organisatorischen Bestrebungen der Bourgeoisie
in Einigen Stidten des Rbeinlandes, p. 210-211 and Jilich-Berg, 1803 - Barmen-Elberfeld-
Zwistigkeiten..., p. 20.

412 W, Inetz, Die Wuppertaler Garnnabrung, p. 115.

A3 Jatich-Berg, 1803 - Barmen-Elberfeld Zwistigkeiten..., pp. 181-182.
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Once again, Vice Chancellor Knapp was entrusted with the
mission of mediating the conflict. The solution he proferred was
very much in line with his aforementioned pro-entrepreneurial
biases. But under the circumstances his suggestions were totally
impolitic. Specifically, in July 1782, the guild was given new sta-
tutes all of which were obvious concessions to the merchants’
demands. For example, employers could have their pieces woven
wherever they wished and could set the rate of remuneration as
they saw fit. At the same time, weavers were forbidden to con-
gregate; the offense punishable by fine. Also, strikes were strictly
prohibited; first offenders were to be fined while subsequent of-
fenders were to be jailed and subject to corporal punishment.**

Not surprisingly, the promulgation of these new regulations
caused a furore among the linen weavers, masters and journeymen
alike. In 1783 there were disturbances in the twin cities. In session
during this period, the Berg estates, consisting for the most part of
landowners, promptly took up the weavers’ cause. The Duke did
not seem amused. In no uncertain terms, Carl Theodor rebuked his
aristocrats for their biases in favor of supposedly outworn abuses
and excoriated them for their hostility against the Elberfeld mer-
chants.*” Whether the Duke’s stance was taken for fiscal reasons
or because of his political viewpoint is not clear. Yet it is obvious
that the sovereign and his officials unequivocally sided with the rich
merchants and with capitalist expansion.

This kind of impartiality was not meant to becalm the ruffled
scene. On February 3rd 1783 a full scale riot erupted. The linen
weavers forced their way into the home of the Elbetfeld Mayor
and dragged him to the Town Hall where they demanded that he
sign an agreement revising the new guild statutes. However, during
that night the city fathers called upon the military in Diisseldorf.
Arriving on the next day, the 360 man contingent reestablished
«law and order » without too much difficulty. By the end of the
month the military was ready to return to its garrison; thirteen

414 A, Tuun, Die Industrie am Niederrbein und ibre Arbeiter, book I1, part II,
section III, pp. 182-183. i
M3 Idem.
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weavers were taken along in chains. The weavers had been beaten
and the Garunabrung had achieved its purpose when in December
1783 the guild was abolished. "

All this would suggest that in the local Siansoisen trade the pains
of capitalist penetration were so keenly felt by the weavers concerned
because the forces of growth which, at times, could have attenuated
and alleviated social dislocation were in this instance offset by the
competitive pressures emanating from regions with an obvious cost
advantage. Though linen-cottons continued for some years in the
twin cities, in the long run their location had to be elsewhere.
During the next decades and throughout the next century, silkens
and cottons, requiring high quality workmanship, were to be the
staple products of this district.”” But be that as it may, the Wupper
valley economy continued to exude considerable dynamism and
versatility. And there seems no better way to demonstrate this
resilience than to point to the skill with which, during the next
twenty-five years, Elberfeld and Barmen industry was to roll with
the punches, pounded hatd by a world economy plagued, almost
continuously, by War and Revolution.

416 W. Crecirius (W. Harless, ediror), Beitrige zur Bergisch - Niederrbeinischen
Geschichte, p. 205. Also, K, Frovin, Ansichten der Bergischern Industrie, p. 567.

417 By that time, a silk weaver was earning 4 to 5 Rthlr. per week, a master ribbon
weaver who owned his loom 7 1o 8 Rthlr., see F. SEir2, Reisebeschreibangen iiber das
Bergische Land aus dem Ende des Achtzebnten Jabrbunderts, p. 49. In the Briigelmann
plant at Cromford the daily wage of an operative, during the 1783-1790 period, was about
20 Stiiber. (60 Stiiber - 1 Rthlr.), the weekly pay of a master about 5.5. Rthlr, See F. .
GEMMERT, Die Entwicklung der dtesten Kontinentalen Spinnerei, p. 122, :
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